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GEORGE R. 


DEE. EORGE, by the Grace of God, King of Great Bri- 
-F tain, France and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c. To 
v all ro whom theſe Preſents ſhall come, Greeting: Where- 
as Bernard Lintot of Our City of London, Bookſeller, hath 
by his Petition humbly repreſented unto Us, that he is now Print- 
ing a Tranſlation, undertaken by Our Truſty and Well- beloved 
Alexander Pope, Eſq; of the Odyſſey of Homer from the Greek, in 
Five Volumes in upon large and ſmall Paper, in Marto up- 
n Royal Paper, in Octavo and Daodecimo, with large Notes upon 
each Book, and that he has been at great Ex in carrying on 
the ſaid Work, and the ſole Right and Title of the Copy of the ſame 
being veſted in the faid Bernard Lintot, he has humbly beſought 
Us to grant him Our Royal Privilege and Licence for the fole 
Printing and Publiſhing thereof for the term of fourteen Years: 
We are therefore graciouſly pleaſed to gratify him in- his Requeſt, 
and do by theſe Preſents, agreeable to the Statuten that behalf 
made and provided, for Us, Our Heirs and Succeflorg, give and 
grant unto him the ſaid Bernard Lintot, his Executors, Admini- 
rators and Aſſigns, Our Royal Privilege and Licence for the ſole 
Printing and Publiſhing of the ſaid Tranſlation of the Odyſſey of 
Homer, for and during the term of fourteen Years, ' ro be compu- 
red from the Day of the Date hereof. Strictly forbidding and pro- 
hibiring all Our Subjects within Our Kingdoms of Great Britain 
and Baleal, und other Our Domimions, to reprint or abridge the 
ſame either in che like, or anꝝ other Volume or Volumes whatſ@- 
er, or to impart, buy. vend, utter or diſtribute any Copies of the 
Cove or any | ar thereof Reprinted beyond the Seas, within the 
ſaid Term of fourteen Years, without the Conſent er Approbati- 
on of the ſaid Bernard Lintot, his Heirs, Executors and Aſſigns, 
by Writing under his or their Hands and Seals firſt had and ob- 
tained, as they and every of them offending herein will anſwer - 
the contrary at their Perils, Whereof the Maſter, Wardens, and 
Company of Stationers of Our City of London, the Commiſſioners 
and other Officers of Our Cuftoms, and all other Our Officers and 
Miniſters whom it may concern are to take Notice, that due Obe- 
dience be given to Our Pleaſure herein ſignified. Given at Our 
Court at St. Fames's the Nineteenth Day of Febraary 1724-5. In 
the Eleventh Year of our Reign, | 


By his Majeſty's Command, 
3 TOWNSHEND, 


— . 7˙˖»¾‚ re en 


$ 


Tux ©. 


ODYSSEY 


* 


HO M E R. 


— 
„ ονο wa %? 


L O N D O NV: 
Printed for BERNARD LINTor. 


e 


„„ „6 


„. 
, e 


— 


* 
* 
* „ 3 
„ 


— — + 


CET TILT 
rn 


' 
WW 
. 
mmm 
LAS 


* 
1 
UNI 
" = 


| 11 | 


95 
Will 
Mill 


Li 
172. U 
bo o 
. ICY 
142 7 ' 
8 1 
— 


— 9 — 


>, 


n 


— 


wenne 


— 
5 1 
mz 
N 
0 
dd 
| 


— 


Telemachus 


— 


= 1 
WATER 


WES 
Nh: ; 


| iv 05 


: = A 7 . » * == 

*** . 7222 | 

5 — 5 1 2. % 2 2 „ = 

BY % . p 
8 | 


n? er 


7 ch, 4; 


11 . ny _ 
: - | a 


m 
V1, 


k 

— 
— - 
- — 


\ 


— 


—W - 
= 8 5 
h =. Js 


8 
WR 1 » 20 


\ 
— 
* 
« ſ 


fe 


9 * * 1 
June 
JJ 
WV 


\\ 


RUS 


9 


. 


ICIS 


| — — 
— 
A 1 —— — 
2 — 
4 = —— 
* — — 
3 pa 


5 7. 
7 


n 
* bo 


222 
having rec 
Nen - 


Hure Sul. 


eee 
IFT E oo TH BOOK 
0 5 AM n k 


0 D Y s 8 EY. 


. 


271 ES: | A 3 


The ARGUMENT. 
4 T, he Return of Telemachus. 


The Goddeſs Minerva commands Telemachus in 

a Viſion to return to Ithaca. Piſiſtratus and he 

tale leave of Menelaus, and arrive at P "9" 

where they part; and Telemachus ſets ſail, af 

ier having received on board Theoclymenus the 

Soerbſayer, The Scene then changes to the Cot- 

. 7age ee who entertains Ulyſſes with 

a recital of his adventures. In the mean time 

Telemachus arrives on the Coaſt, and ſending 

 theweſſel to the zown, proceeds by himſelf to the 
5 of Eumæus. | 
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1 . Jow kad Minerva reach'd. thoſe 2mple plates; - 
. Fam d for the dance, where Memelans . 
Anxious the flies to great Uhſes heir, 

His inſtant voyage challeng d all her care. 


Beneath 
wo TES. 


- Weither An book, tiok er ſorne of the following, are fo be 
reckon'd among the moſt * parts of he 2 They are 
narrative, and gen te et natural, and h, h, conſi- 
de ring Homer was eſcribe and Wee Jow Li life fo wp 
mimutely. This Poer | here reſembles an 9 2 
has nor the ſame hear or brightneſs ; there are ſev 
abonr um, tho? in fome places gilded and adorn'd: AN to 
make us amends, he breaks S 
courſe, „ Ty | 


| 
| 


| 
| 
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S BouER, ODYSSEY. Book XV. 


5 Beneath the royal Portico diſplay'd, 
With Nefor's Son, Talemachus Was lay d 


There is no doubt, but all the parts of a Poem are not capable 
of equal luſtre; nay, they ought not to dazzle us alike, or tire us 
by a perpetual ſtrain upon the imagination. But in theſe cooler 
relations a Tranſlator a hard task: He is expected to ſhine, 
where the Author is net bright: and the unreaſonable Critic de- 
mands a Copy more noble than the Original. *Tis crue, theſe 
are the paſſages of which he ought to take particular care, and to 

ſet them off co the beſt advantage: But however he may poliſh a 
vulgar ſtone, it will till retain its inherent degree of cloudineſs 5 
and the man is ignorant indeed, who thinks one can make ita 
Diamond. , ral by 72 — ax 

The fory nw turns io THentachns," 264 the Poet briefly de- 
ſcribes his voyage co his country: There is a neceſſity to he con- 
eiſe, for the Heroe of an Epic Poem is never to be out of fight, 
after his introduction. The little time that Homer employs in the 

return of Trlemachus is not ſpent unuſefully by Ulyſſes; during this 
interval, he learns the ſtate of his publick and domeſtick affairs 
_ from Ewnaxs, and prepares the way for the deſtruction of the 
Suitors, che chief deſiga of the whole Odyſſey. There is another 
reaſon why the Poet not to dwell à large upon the ſt 
of Telemachns; he bears but an incidental relation to the 04 fe, 
and conſequently Humer was neceſſitated ro ' paſs over his adio 
with brevity, that he might deſcribe, che Heroe of his Poem at 
full th. It has been objected. that no mention has been 
made of any action at all of Tehmachas during his whole ſtay 
With Menelanxs, and that he lies there idly, without making his 
voyage contribute any thing to the reſtitution of Ulyſſes ; but from the 
former obſervation it is evident, that 4bis plencein the Poet proceeds 
from judgment; nothing ig to be inſerted in an Epic Poem but 
what has ſome affinity with the main defign of it: but what af- 
finicy could the action; of _Telemachns in the Spartan court have 

*with thoſe of Ulyſſes ? This would have. been to make two He- 

ves in one Poem, and would bave broken the unity of the aQi- 
on; whereas by the contrary conduct Homer unites the two Rories, 
and makes che 1 Telemachas ſubſervient to the chief acti- 

on; namely, the refticution of Uh.  Telemachns undertakes 2 
voyage to make enquiry after Ulyſſes; this the Poet fully deſcribes, 
becauſe it has an immediate relation to Ulyſſes ; but paſſes over all 
other adventures during the abſence of Telemachus, becauſe: they 
have no relation to the deſigg. Ea I know 


a a dignity to his Poetry. 


Book XV. HOMER's ODYSSEY. 9 


In ſleep profound the Son of Nefor lies; 
Not thine, Ulyſe; ! Care unſeal d his eye: 


1 know it has been objected, that the whole ſtory of Telema- 
chus is foreign to the Odyſſey, and that the four firſt books have 
not a ſufficient connection with the reſt of the Poem, and there+ 


» a4. 


fore that there is a double action: But this objection will ceaſe, - 


if it be made appear, that this voyage contributes: to the reſtora- 
tion of Ulyſſes ; _ whatever incident has ſuch an effect is united 
to the ſubject, and eſſential to it. Now that: chis voyage has ſuch 
an effect is very evident; the ſuitors were ready to ſeize the 
throne of Ulyſſes, and compel his wife to marry; but by this 
voyage Telemachns breaks their whole deſigns. Inſtead of — 
ing the throne, they are obliged to defend themſelves: they 

fer their purpoſe, and waſte much time in endeavouring to in- 


tercept him in his return. By this method leiſure is gain d 1 


the > font and addreſſes of the ſuitors, till Uſyſſ*s returns 
brings about his own re- eſtabliſnment. This voyage therefore is 
the fecret ſource from which all the happineſs of Ulyſſts flows - 
for had not Telemachus ſailed; to Pyle, ee mult have been 
compell'd to marry, and the throneof Ulyſſe: uſurped. I have been 
more large upon this objection, becauſe many foreign Critics lay 
great weight upon it. See Note XIX on the firſt bon. 
There has lately been 2 2 diſpute amongſt the French, con- 
cerning the length of the ſtay of Te/emachns from his country. 
The debate is not very material, nor is it very difficult to ſettle 
that point. Telemachns ſail'd- from {chace in the evening of the 
ſecond day, and returns to it on the thirty eighth in the mornings 
ſo that he is abſent thirty five days com 
v. 1. Nom had Minerva, Gr.] If 
Hiſtorian, he would have only ſaid that Temachus judged it ne- 
ceſſary for his affairs to fail back to his own country; but a Poet 
ſteps out of the common beaten road, aſcribes the wiſdom of that 
Heroe to the Goddeſs of it, and introduces her in perſon, to give 


The Reader may conſult in general the extracts from Boſſhe, 
|  {plac'd before the Oayſſey) concerning machines, or. the interpoſ- 
tion of . Deities in Epic Poetry. 1 will here: beg leave to ſer 
them in a different 5 more particular light. 9 * 

It has been imagin'd that a Deity is never to be intreduc'd but 
when all human means are ineffectual: If this were true, AMoner- 
1 would be in vain employ'd in bringing Telemachus back, when 
„„ | B 5 Set a common 


% % 


is had been related by an | 
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to HOMER's ODYSSEY. Book XV. 

Reſtleſs he griev'd, with various fears oppreſt. 

10 And all thy fortunes roll'd within his breaſte. 
. When; 


a common Meſſenger might have anſwer'd that purpoſe as well 


"In if 4 - 7 6 1 
* . > 6-4 : 4 ; 1 ; 
* ; 
* 
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This rule is to be apply'd only to the Theater, of which Horace 
there ſpeaks, and means no more, than when the knot of the Play 
is to be anty'd, and no other way is left for making the diſcove- 
Ty» then let a God deſcend and clear the intricacy ro the Auditors. 
But, as Mr. Dryden obſerves, it has no relation to Epic Poetry. 
It is true, mat a Deiry is never to be introduc'd upon litele and 
unworthy occaſions; the _ ipn of Machines is to add weight 
and dignity'to the ſtory, confequently an unworthy employ- 
ment defeats the yery intent of them, and debaſes the Deities by 
making chem act in offices unworthy of the characters of divine 


perſonages : But chen it is as true, that a Poet is ar Hberty to uſe 


mem-for ornament as well as neeeſſity. For inſtance, both Virgil 
and Humer in their defcri of ftorms introduce Deities, Nep- 


tame and e/Aolus, only vo fill our minds with grandeur and terror; 


for in reality a ſtorm have b d without a miracle, and 
e/fneas and Ulyſſes both have been driven upon unknown ſhores, 


by a common as well as by immediate interpoſition of 


tune or olan. But machines have a very happy effect; the Poet 

ſerms rs converſe with Gods, giv ens of a divine tranſports 

and diſtinguiſhes his Poem in all parts from an Hiſtory, - | 
v. 5. Beneath the royal Poriico, &.] Minerva here finds Telema- 
chat in bed: It is neceſſary to remember that Ulyſſes landed in 
Zthaia in the morning of the thirty fifth day; when Minerva 
left him, ſhe went ro the Spartan court to Tblemachus; this viſion 
therefore * to that Herde in the night following the thirty 
fifth day. On the thirty fixth he departs from Menelans, and 
lodges that night with Diocles; on the thirty ſeventh he embarks 
towards the evening, fails all night, and lands on the thirty eighth 
in the morning in his on country. From this obſervation it is 
kkewiſe evident, that Ulyſſes paſſes two days in diſcourſe with 
Bronens, wh the Poet only diflingnifhes the time by the voyage 
of Telemachws ; for the preceding book concludes with the thirty 

Afth day, and Te/emorbus ſpends the thirty fixth and thirty ſeventh 
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15 


20 


When, O Telemachus ! (the Goddeſs ſaid) 

Too long in vain, too widely haſt thou ſtray'd. 

Thus leaving careleſs thy paternal right 

The robbers prize, the prey to lawleſs might. 

On fond purfuits negle&fal while you roam, 

Ev'n now, the hand of Rapine facks the dome. 

Hence to rides ; and his leave implore_ 

To launch thy veſſel for thy natal ſhore: 

Fly, whilſt thy Mother virtuous yet withſtands 

Her kindred's wiſhes, and her Sire's commands; 
Thro* 


and the following night in his return, and meets Ulyſſes in the 
morning of the thirty eighth day, Fhis remark is neceſſary to a- 


void con 


fuſion, and to make the two ſtories of Ulyſſes and Telema- 


chus coincide, in this and the next book of the Odyſſey. 


his on country? The Poet referves this diſcovery to 


v. 20. Her kindred's wiſhes, and her Sire's commands. 
had theſe lines in his view in his Epiſtle of Penelope to Ulyſſes. 


Als pater Icarins vidno decedere lecto 
C Cogit, & immenſas increpat uſque moras. 


But why ſhould Minerva make uſe of theſe arguments, to perſuade 


Telemachns to return immediately; and give him no information 
concerning the ſafety of Ulyſſes, who was now a landed in 
made in 
the future part of the ſtory: If Telemachns had known of his fa- 
ther's being already return d, there could have been no room for 
the beautiful interview between the father and the fon; for the 
doubts and fears; the ſurprize and filial ' tenderneſs, on the part 
of Telemachxs ; and for the paternal fondneſs, the yearnings of 


nature, and the tranſports of joy, on the part of Uhſſes. Ari- 


1 


fiotle particularly commends this conduct of Homer with reſpect 
to Ulyſſes. Theſe diſguiſes and concealments, (ſays that Author) 
perplex the fable with agreeable plots and- intricacies, ſurprize us 


with a variety of incidents, and giveroom for the relation of ma- 


3 ny 


. 


| 
| 
| 
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Thro' both, Eumachus purſues, the dame, -, ,. /-:; 
And with the nobleſt gifts aſſerts his claim. 
Hence therefore, while thy ſtores thy owu remain; 
Thou know'ſt the practice of their female train. 


| Their love is th, ; 
'ove s Sore Wi eee e ee. 


a». 


ny adventures; while Ulyſſes ſtill appears in aſſum'd characters, 

and upon every occaſion recites a new Hiſtory. At the ſame time 

the Poet excellently ſuſtains his character, which is every where 

dſtinguiſh'd by a wiſe and ready diſſimulati nnn 

V. 24. Tom know'ft the practice of the female train.] This is 

not ſpoken in derogation of Penelope, nor apply'd to her in parti- 

cular ; it is laid down as an univerſal maxim, and utter'd by the | 

.Goddeſs of wiſdom : Bur (ſays Madam Dacier) I wiſh the Poet 435 
Had told us, if the husbands in his days had better memories to- 

ward their departed wives? But what advantage would this be to 

the fair ſex, if we allow that an husband may poſſibly forget a 
former wife? Ichuſe rather io congratulate the 2 a- 

gainſt whom there is not the leaſt objection of this nature. Is it 

not evident, that all our widows are utteriy diſconſolate, appear 

many months in deep mourning? and whenever they are pre- 

vail'd upon to a ſecond marriage, do they not chuſe our the ſtrunn g- 

eſt, beſt built, and moſt vigorons youth of the nation ? For what = 50 

other reaſon, but that ſuch. cunſtitutions may be a fecurity againft 

their ever, feeling the like calamity again? What I have here ſaid 

ſhews that the world is well chang d fince the times of Homer; and 

however the race of man is dwindled and decayed fnce thoſe ages, 

it is a demonſiration that the modern Ladies are not to blame 
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But now thy more attentive ears incline 


Obſerve the warnings of a-pow'r divine 4 | 


For thee their ſuares the Suitor Lords ſhall 4 

35 To ſeize thy life tall lurk he ee, ag 
Ere yet thy footſteps preſs thy native land- q = 
No=——=ſvoner far their riot and their luſt 
All-coy'ring earth ſhall bury deep in duſt $7 
Then diſtant from the ſcatter d Iſlands ſteer, 

40 Nor let the night retard thy full career oY 
Thy heay'nly guardian ſnall inſtruct the gales 
To ſmooth thy paſſage; and ſupply thy ſails: 
And when at {thaca'thy labour ends © 

Bend to the town thy veſſel with thy friends, 

45 But ſeck thou firſt the Maſter of the fwine, 
(For ſtill to.thee. bis loyal thoughts inclitie) -- © + 
There paſs the night; while he his courſe oy” 
To bring Penelope the wiſh'd-for news, 


That thou fife failing from the Pylian ftrand 
50 Art come to bleſs ber in thy native land. 


Thus ſpoke the Goddeſs, and r * flight 
To the pure regions of eternal light. 1 
Mean-wbile P; i/tratus be gently makes, 


- 
= 
V 5 p 


And with theſe words the GumbYing youth awakes. 
Riſe, ' 


ö 
4 "4 9 Dd 
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1 MEN ODTSSEY. Book XV. 


55 Riſe, ſon of Neflo#?* for the road prepare, | 
And join the harneſs d courſers to the car. 
What cauſe, he ery d, can juſtifie our flight, 
To tempt the dangers: of forbidding night? 
Here wait "we rather, till approaching day 
60 Shall prompt our ſpeed, and point the ready way: 
Nor think of flight before the Spartan King 
Shall bid farewel; and bounteous preſents bring; 
Gifts, which to diſtant apes ſafely ſtor-d, 
The ſacred act of friendſhip ſhall record. | 
65 Thus he. But when the dawn heſtreak'd the gag, — 
The King from Helen roſe, er e | 
As ſoon as his approach the Heroe knew, 
The ſplendid mantle round enn ; 5 
Then o'er his ample ſhoulders whirl'd- the cloak, 
70 Reſpectſul met the Monarch, and beſpoke.. 
Hail, great drrides, fayour'd of high Fove!; 
Let not thy Friends in vain for licence move. 
Swift let us meaſure back the wat'ry way, 2 vg 
Nor check our ſpeed, impatient of delay. 
75 If with deſire ſo ſtrong thy boſom glows, 
III, faid the King, a d I, thy wiſh oppoſes; 
- For oft in others freely. 1 re 
The ill. tim d efforts of officious love; Ade de be & 


Who 


Book XV. HOMER ODYSSEY. rug 
Who love too much, hate in the like extream, 0 
80 And both the golden Mean alike condemn: 
Alike he thwarts the hoſpitable end, 
Who drives the free, or ſtays the hafty friend; 
True friendſhip's laws are by this rule expreſt, 
Welcome the coming, ſpeed the patting gueſt. 
. 55 Yet ſtay, my friends, and in your chariot take 
The nobleſt preſents that our love can make: 
Mean - time commit we to our women's care 
Some choice domeſtic viands to prepare; 
The trau ler riſing from the banquet gay. 
90 Eludes the labours of the tedious way. | 
Then if a wider courſe ſhall rather pleaſe ng 
Thro' ſpacious Argos, and the Realms of OO 
Atrides in his chatiot ſhall attend 
Himſelf thy convoy to each royal friend. 


v. 84. Welcome the coming, ſpeed the parting gue] Homer has 
here laid together admirable precepts 2 2 life; the paſſage 


was much admir'd; * Herodotrs borrow'd it, as we are inform's 
* Eaſtathias. 


— 3 
vunlgurr a inay 6201 vie N. 


But perhaps Eaſasbias quored by memory, or thro? inadve 
2 down Herodotus for Wee in whom theſe lines are to 
found: 


Mud Zuyodoxoy naxcy me 2 3 
 MenuiGarr anoriples, lr iD ve D 


16s HOMER's ODYSSEY. Book XV. 


95 No Prince will let Ulyſes heir remoye 

Without ſome pledge, ſome monument of love: 
Theſe will the Chaldron, theſe the Tripod give, 
From thoſe the well-pair'd mules we ſhall receive, 
Or bowl emboſs'd whoſe golden figures live. 


100 To whom the Youth, for prudence fam'd, reply d. 


O Monarch, care of heav in! thy peoples pride! 
No friend. in Ithaca my place ſupplies,  - | 
No pow'rful hands are there, no watehful eyes: 
My ſtores expos'd and fenceleſs bouſe demand 
roꝶ The ſpeedieſt ſuccour from my guardian had? 
Leſt in a ſearch too anxious and too vin 
Of one loſt joy, I loſe. hat yet remain. 
His purpoſe when the gen rous warrior heard, 
He charg d the houſhold cates to be ptepar d. 
| 41> 01/9046 111: 2 New 


v. og. Be'charg'd the houſtnld cates to be prepayd.) Tt is in 
the original, He commanded Helen and her manis to do it. The 


- moderns have blam'd Menelaxs for want of delicacy, in command- 


ing his Queen to perform ſuch houſhold offices, I read ſuch paf- 
ſages with pleaſure, becauſe they are exact pictures of antient life: 
We may as well condemn the- firſt inbabitanty of the world for 
want of politeneſs, in living in tents and bowers, and not in pala- 
ces. This command of Menelaus agrees with thoſe manners, and 
with the patriarchal life. . Gen. XViii. 6. Abraham haſten'd into 
Ei tent, and ſaid unto Sarah his wife, make ready quickly threemea- 
* fine meal: Knead it, and makes cakes upon the heartõ̃. 

I doubt not but the continual deſcriptions of entertaiments 
have likewile given offence to many; but we may be in ſome 
degree reconciFd to them, if we coBlider they are not only inftan- 


I! 


II 
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110 Now with the dawn, from his adjoining, .. 
Was Boethezdes Exeoneus come; $6073 20:11 | 

eee hor 

And o'er the coals the ſmoaking e e 22 * 

Mean-time the King, his Son, and Helm, went 


115 Where the rich wardrobe breath'd a coſtly ſcent. 


The King ſelected from the glitt ring rows 
A bowl; the Prince a filver. beaker choſe. a er 
The beauteous Queen fevoly'd with _— 10 
Her various textures of unnumber' d dies, ating AT 


2 


120 And choſe the largeſt ; with no vulgar art azar 


Her ed i en emubraiderd ey b eb cl.) A 

Beneath the reſt it lay divinely bright, nd 17 

Like radiant Heſper o'er the gems of. abe. mig. wil 
5 | 8. 2 ar 18 = NR 


ces of 8 bolpitality of the antients, | but of their piety and i- 
on: Every meal was a religious act, a ſacrifice, ord feat of 
giving : libations of wine, and offerings of part of the fleſh were 
conſtantly made at every entertainment. This gives a di iy 

the deſcription, and when we read it, we are not 
an act merely of eating or drinking, but as an 8 
ſhip to the Gods. 

This is a note of the 'Eritica;”? but perhaps the | ge thing 
might as well be ſaid of our modern entertainments, wherever 
ee eee eee Wl he yo not yet 

I 


+ of wor: 


v. 123, Like radiant o'er the gee of night] If this 
paſſage « cranflated litera —_— ic would Rand thus, Helen choſe 
4 veſture of moſt beautiful emùruiaery, and of the largeſt extent, a 


veſture that lay beneath the rei. We are to underſtand by the laft 


4 chat this veſture was the choiceſt of her wardrobe, 
it 


_ 


18 FOH ODYSSEY. m 


Then with each gife they haften'd to their ben, $4 

125 And thus the King Ce: heir addret. & ww 
Since fix'd are thy reſolves, ith Weg e, 

With happieſt omens thy deſires approve!” bag 

This filver bool. whoſe coſtly margins ſhine © 

Enchas'd with gold, this valu d gift be amen r 271114 
130 To me this preſent, of Pulcanizn frame: 

From Sidon s 'boſpitable"Monarch 29 * * nod A 

To thie we cw confign the prebious load, 

The pride of Kings, and labour of a God, © 


Then gave the cup; white Megupenthe be 6 
x35 The filver vaſe with living feulprure wrought, ag 
The beauteous Queen, advancitig next, af * - 
The ſhining vel, and thus endearing Wb 241. 
AKocept, dear youth, this monument of love; 15 


Long Goo, Ae 3 by Be. Links 


EA 


It bei FO with the greateſt care, or nlarit & h. The 
aeg; taken from lib. 5 of che Mad. This LIC the 
work of Hes own Hands; an inftance that in thoſe days a greac 
459, or a grłn Beauty, might be a good work- woman: And ſhe 
here ſeems to rake particulat care to Obviate an opimon one might 
otherwiſe Rave, thar the did not apply berſelf to theſe works oy 160 
ker belt days were paſt. We are fold in the Tied 


| Her in the Palace, at her loom ſhe fend, . 

The golden web ber own ſad ſtory crown'd: _ " Hh 3 
Dee Troian wars ſhe man d, ber ſolf the pine, 
4 OO of her fatal e. 


| Safe 
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140 Safe in thy mother's care the veſture lay, 
To deck thy bride, and grace thy nuptial day. 


19 


Mean- time may ſt thou with happieſt ſpeed n 


Thy ſtately palace, and thy wide domain. 


She ſaid, and gave the veil; 3 


145 The Prince the variegated: preſent took. _ _ 
And now, when thro* the royal dome they ml 


High on à throne the King each — | 


A golden ew'r th attendant damſel brings, 
Replete with water from the cryſtal ſprings; © 
150 With copious fireans the ſhining vaſe arne 
A ſilver laver of capacious ſine. 2 1 
They waſh. The tables in fair a Amo 


The glitt'ring caniſters are croven'd with bread ; 


Viands of various kinds allure the taſte 
155 Of choiceſt fort and favour; rich repaſt! 
Whilſt Ereoneus portions out the ſhares, 
Atrides ſon the purple draught prepares. 
And now (each fated with the genial feaſt, - 
And the ſhort rage of thirſt and hunger 2 
160 Ulyſes' ſon, with his illuftrious friend, a 
The horſes join, the poliſh'd car aſcend, 
Along the court the fiery ſteeds rebound, | 
And the wide portal echoes to the ſound. 


The 
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4 


The king precedes; a bowl with fragrant wine 
165 (Libation deſtind to the Pow'rs divine) 
His right-hand beld: before the ſteeds he ſtands, 
Then, mix d with pray'rs, he utters theſe” conitiands: 
Farewel and proſper, youths! let Neſtor know” 
What grateful thoughts ſtill in this boſom glow, | 
r ee Goa eee . ä 
Ab! doubt not our report (the Prince rejoin'd) © 
And oh! return'd might we Ui meet! 
. thy preſeas hew, ER Os 
v. 17 aa 2 ve]. rei 


not impo bur a falſe readin — have crept into the 
in chis verſe. In the preſent funds thus, 


EGS 117 | 


8 oe ir 
E . 


The ſenſe will be lefs e — the . more Py 


it inſtead of alan, we inſert au, . 5 


e Haan Hy, e W N 


4.— 


3 & O may I, upon my 


return to /thaca, finding Ulyſſes in his Palace, give him an ac- 
count of your friendſhip !” Whereas in the common editions | 


there is a taut el cher xs or weiews muſt pe allowed 
tobe a Hebe. 2 


* e How 


"x 
* 
* 
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180 


4 
] 
2 
i 
0 
1 
4 
1 


Book XV. HOMER. ODYSSEX 21 


How will each ſpeech his grateful wonder raiſe? 


Scarce ended thus the Prince, when on the right 


Adranc'd the bird of Fove: auſpicious fight! | © 


180 A milkwhite fowl his clinching talons bore, © © 


With care domeſtic pamper d at the floor. 

Peaſants in vain with threatning cries purſue; 

In ſolemn ſpeed the bird majeſtic flew - 

Full dexter to the car: the proſprous ſight 

185 Fil'd ev'ry breaſt with wonder and delight. 

But Naters ſon the chearful ſilence broke, 

And in theſe words the Spartan chief beſpoke. 

Say if to us the Gods theſe Omens ſend, 

Or fates peculiar to thy ſelf portend? | 

9 Whilſt yet the Monarch pays'd, with doubts oppreſt, | 
The beauteous Queen reliev'd his lab'ring breaſt. | 
Hear me, the cry'd, to whom the Gods have giv'n 

To read this fign, and myſtick ſenſe of heay'n. . 


v. 192. Hear me, (ſhe cry'd) &c.] It is not clear why the Po- 
et aſcribes a greater quickneſs and penetration to Helen in che ſo- 
lution of this prodigy, than to AMenelans. Is it, 2s athius 
aſſerts, from a ſuperior acuteneſs of nature and preſence of mind 
in the fair ſex? Or is it, that Helen in this reſembles fome mo- 
dern beauties, who (tho? their husbands be ask'd the queſtion) will 


make the anſwer themſelves ? I would willingly believe that He- 
ln might happen to ftand in ſuch apoſition, as to be able to make 
more minute obſervations upon the flight of the eagle, than Ae- 
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As thus the plumy fov'reign of the air 
195 Left on the mountain's brow his callow care, | 2c 
And wender d thro* the wide ethereal way - 
To pour his wrath. on yon luxurious prey; | 
So ſhall thy god-like father, toſs d in vain 
Thro' all the dangers of the boundleſs main. 
200 Arrive, (or is perchance already come) 220 
From flaughter'd gluttons to releaſe the dome: = 
Oh! if this promis'd bliſs by thund'ring Fove, 
(The Prince reply d) ſtand fix'd in fate above; 


welaus; and being more circumſtantial in the obſervation, ſhe 215 
might for that reaſor-be more ready and circumſtantial in the in- 
ter pretation. But Hemer himſelf tells us, that ſhe receiv'd it from 
the Gods. This is a pious leſſon, to teach us in general that all 
knowledge is the gift of God, and 1 7 here particularly in- 
21 to _ the ; way — of Helen, make us — ſu wry 
To ſee her forgiven by Menelaus, wh e is nat only pardon'd, 
but favour'd 2 wich inſpiration. A indeed it — neceſſary 
to reconcile us to this fatal Beauty; at whom the Reader is natu- 
rally enough offended : She is an actreſs in many of the ſcenes of | 
The Odyſſey, NN redeem d from contempt: This 220 
is done by degrees; the Poet ſteals away the adultreſs from our | 
view, to ſet befare us the amiable penitent, \ 
v. 194. As thus the plumy ſou'reign, &c.] Ulyſſes is the eagle, 
the bird repreſents the ſuitors : the criesof the men and women when ] 
the eagle ſfeiz'd his prey, denote the lamentations of the relations 1 
of the ſuitors, who are ſlain by Ulyſſes, The circumſtance of the 
flight of the eagle cloſe to the horſes, is added w ſhew that the ? 
q 


igy had a fix'd and certain reference to a perſon preſent; | 
namely Telemachns: The eagle comes ſuddenly from a mountain, 25 
this means that Uiſſes ſhall unexpeRedly arrive from the coun- | 
try to the ſuitors deſtruction. The fowl. is ſaid to be fed by the 
family, this is a full deſignati on of the ſuitors, who feed upon 
Ulyſſes and prey upon bis family. And as this bird is kill'd by 
the talons of the eagle, ſo the ſuitors fall dy the ſpear of Dei. 


To 


0 


TJ cc c c c 3 


1 


Book xv. HOMER's ODYSSEY. 


To thee, as to ſome God, I'll temples raiſe, . 
205 And crown thy altars with the coſtly blaze. 
He faid; and bending o'er his chariot, flung 
Athwart the fiery ſteeds the ſmarting thongs. 
The bounding ſhafts upon the harneſs play. 
Till night deſcending intercepts the way. 
210 To Diacles, at Pharæ, they repair, 


Whoſe boaſted Sire was ſacred Alnus heir 


With him all night the youthful ſtrangers ſtay d. 


Nor found the hoſpitable rites unpayd· 


But ſoon as morning from her orient bed 

215 Had ting'd the mountains with her earlieſt red, 
They join'd the ſteeds and on the chariot ſprung; 
The brazen portals in their paſſage rung. 

To Pylos ſoon they came; when thus begun 

To Neftor's heir Ulyſss' god-like fon: 

220 Let not Piſitratus in vain be preſt, | 
Nor unconſenting bear his. friend's requeſt ;. 
His friend by long hereditary claim, 
In toils his equal, and in years the ſame. 
No farther from our veſſel, I implore, - 

25 The: courſers drive; bur laſh them to the ſhore; | 


23 
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[| I dread his profferd kindneſs, urg d in vain; 


, - 


| The Herde paus'd, and ponder'd this requeſt, 

\ While love and duty warr'd within his breaſt. 

230 At length reſubp d. be turm d his teady band, © 24 
| And laſh'd his panting g courſers to the ftrand. ain >, 
1 There, while within the poop with care he ſtor d 
| The regal preſents of the Spartan Lord; * 
With ſpeed be gone, (ſaid he) call er ry mate, 


2 # 


24 


i 


* + 


* 


v. 226. Toe long thy father wonld his friend detain.) This has 
| been objected — 34 contrary to the promiſe of Trlemachur, 
who aflur'd Menelaxs that he would t Neſtor with his great 
friendſhip and hoſpitality ; Is he not - guilty of fallhood, 

4 2 immediately without ing his promiſe? Zaffa- 

Ih * t anſwers, chat the prodigy tf the eagle s this alterati- 

Ti vn, and that the nor ing his promiſe is to be aſcrib'd to ac- 

. cident and neceſſity. But the words of Telemachss ſufficiently juſ- 
tify his veracity; are of the plural number — 7” Deol 

1 7 and Piſiſtratus will i Neftor of your hoſpitality :. This promiſe 

3 A he leaves to be perform'd by Pififtratus, who returns ogy to 

| | Neſtor. Others blame Telemachus as unpolite, in leaving Neſtor 

without any acknowledgment for his civilities. Dacier has re- 

courſe to the command of Minerva, and to the prodigy of the 

eagle, for his vindication.; He is commanded by the Gods to re- 

turn immediately, and therefore not blameable for complying with 

their injunions, But perhaps it is a better reaſon to ſay, that 

the nature of the Poem requires ſuch a conduct; the action of the 

Odyſſey ſtands ill till the return of Telemachns (whatever happens 

to him in Pzle being foreign to it) and therefore Homer ſhews his 

j » in 8 the actions of Telemachns, rather than 

triſſing awa time, while the ſtory ſleeps, only to ſhew a piece 

of complaiſance and ceremony.  - 


256 


Tis 
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'Tis true, the fervor of his gen rous heart ' 
Brooks no repulſe, nor could'ſt thou ſoon depart: 
Himſelf will ſeek thee here, nor wilt thou find. 
In words alone, the Pylian Monarch kind. 
240 But when arriv'd be thy return ſhall know, 2 
How will his breaſt with honeſt fury glow? * 
This ſaid, the ſounding ſtrokes his horſes fire, 
And ſoon he reach'd the Palace of his Sire. 
Now, (cry'd Telemachus) with ſpeedy care 
245 Hoiſe ey'ry ſail, and ey'ry oar prepareGQ. 
Swift as the word his willing mates-obey, - 
7 And ſeize their ſeats, impatient for the ſea. 
: Mean- time the Prince with facrifice adores 
Minerva, and her guardian aid implores ; 
250 When lo! a wretch ran breathleſs to the ſhore; 
New from his crime, and reeking yet with gore. 
A Seer be was, from great Melampus ſprung, 
Melampus, who in Pyle: louriſh'd long. 


v "v9 


} 


"Till 


v. — From gre at Melampus 1 PIER There in ome 
obſcurity in this — 2 Ar may elampus was 2  propber, 
he liv'd in Pylos, and was 2 perſon of great wealth; his uncle 
Neleus ſeix d his riches, and derain'd 3 a Whole af cha to ob- 
lige him to recover his herds derain'd by _—_ in Phylace; he 


fail'd in the attempt, and was kepr in 22 on by Iphycles, the ſon 


eee WWW 


of Phylacus. Bias, the brother 4, Was in love with 
Pero the daughter of Neless ; Nas e Melampas more 
YE. in che enterprine, 3 to give Pero in marriage to 

his 


— 
Us 
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„Till ug'd by wrongs 2 foreign realm be choſe, 
255 Far from the hateful cauſe of all his woes. 
Neleus his treaſures one long year detains; 
As long, he groan'd in Phylacus his chains: * 
Mean · time, what anguiſh and what rage combin d, 
N For lovely Pero rack d his lab'ring mind! 
260 Yet ſcap d he death; and yengeful of his wrong 
To Pylos drove the lowing herds along : 
Then (Nelews vanquiſh'd, and conſign'd the Fair 
To Bias arms) he ſought a foreign air: 
| Argos the rich for his retreat he choſe, es 
265 There form'd his empire; there bis palace roſe. 
From him Anti phates and Muntius came: . 
The firſt begot Oicieus great in fame, 5 
And he Amnpbiaraus, immortal name! 1 
bis W n the recovery of his herds from Iobyclas. 
At length {þbjcius releaſes Melumpus from priſon, upon his diſco- 
vering to him how he might have an heir to ſucceed to his domani- | 
ons, and rewards him with reftoring the herds of Nelews: Then 
Nelens retracts his promiſe, and refuſes to give his daughter Pere 
to Bias the brother of Melampas; upon this Nelens and Melampas 
quarrel, and engaging in a ſingle combat, Neleus is vanquiſh'd, 


and Aelampgs retires to Arges. See lib. XI. v. 359, &. and the 
annotations, Note 3. „ 


i; 


i 4+ 


2 


270 Below d by Fave, and him who gilde the skies, 
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The people's Saviour, and divinely wiſe 


Yet ſhort his date of life! by female pride he dies. 
From Mantia Clitus, whom Aurora's love 
Snatch'd for his beauty to the thrones above: 


"1381 "And 
v. 270. Belswd by Jove.ond biw who gilds che chies; | 
 - Net ſhort his Co 7 fema ——— 
The Poet means E d wich a golden bracelet 


- adn avs! os ——ů— — 
2 where be loſt his life. This is à remarkable paſ- 
Te he was loud by Jupiter and Apollo, zee be veach'd nos 

ro aid age. Is a ſhort life the greateſt inflance: of the love of 
K quromns uores the verſe to this purpoſe. « The life of 
« man is ſo loaded with calamĩty, chat it is an inſtance of the fa- 


« your of Heaven to take the burthen from us witli ſpeed.”* The 
ame Author in _Axzothas (if that dialogue be his) zfferts,' that the 


Gods, having a perfect i into human affairs, take ſpeedily to 
themſelves choſe whom they A when — and 
Agame a t to to ie a 
bieter — quo eagh to mankind: 01 tt granted rh their 
pon they were both found dead the next morning. Thus 
kewiſe — Teledes of Jans, when ber two ſons had yok 
themſelves to her chariot, and drawn her for the greater expedi- 
tion ta the temple, pray d to the Goddeſs, to reward their filial 
P and they both dy'd that night. This agrees with the ex- 
pred of Menander, He whom the Gods love dies young, 


"Oy @ Vis (145011, d vane oc. 
v. 272, | — 


Snatch' for his beauty to the thrones above.] 
There is nothing more common than ſuch accounts of men being 


carried away by Goddeſſes, in all the Greek Poets; and yet what 


offerds more againſt credibility? The Poets invented theſe fables 
merely out of compſiment to the dead. When any perſon hap- 

n'd to be drown'd ina river; if a man, fome Water Nymph 
Role him; if a woman, ſhe was ſeiz' d to be the wife of the Ri- 
ver God. If any were loſt at * Neptmie og ſome of the Ses 
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And Polyphides on whom Phebys une 


275 With fulleſt rays, Amphiaraus now gone; 


In Hyperefas's groves he made abode, 7 
And taught mankind the counſels of the God: 


From him ſprung Theoclymenus, who found 


| (The facred wine yet foaming on the = 


| Gods or Goddeice had taken them to their beds But . to ſpeak 


to the preſent purpoſe; if any 7 75 dy d in the ßields, and his 
— 4 not to be found; if he was murther'd and buried, 
our 'd by wild beaſts, ſo that no account was heard of his 


death he was mmedieely imagin'd to be taken from the earth 
who was in love with his beauty. Thus Chis 


2 ng * s morning ſports, like Orion while he was hunting 
I on 8 
he was fabled to be carry d to Heav'n by Anrora; being loſt 2. 


8 _ _—_ of the morning, over which that Deity: prefides. 


8. From . e Theoclymenus ] We have 
. 5 genea digreſſion to * Theoclymenns : 


— the whole „ prove diſtaſteful to an Engliſh — 7 


not being capab » ornaments of. Poetry, I could wiſh 


mer had omitted or ſhorten'd ſuch Pallogns: tho* they might be aſe. 


ſul in his age; for by ſuch hono inſertions he made his 
court to the beſt families then in Greece. Tis true; the ſtory is 


told conciſely, and this occaſions ſome obſcurity ; diſtanee of time 


as well as makes us ſee all objects ſomewhat confuſedly and 
indiflinAly. b In-the days of Homer theſe ſtories were univerſally 
kon, and co ently wanted no explication; the * 


therefore is not to be charged upon Homer, but to Time, whi 


has defac'd and worn away ſome parts of the impreſſion, and 
made the images leſs diſcernible. 
The uſe the Poet makes of the adventure of Theochymenss, is to 
give encouragement to Telemachis; he aſſiſts him with his advice, 


and by his g t of prophecy explains to him 2 prodigy in che conclu- 
of this Book. By this method he connects it with the main 


ations in 77.9 Tvlemachus aſſurances that his affairs haſten to 

2 re- eſtabliſhment. Beſides theſe ſhort relations are valuable, as 
7 convey to poſterity brief hiſtories of antient fads and An 
* chat are extant no where elſe, 1 G 


* 
E 


2 


280 Telemachus : whom, as to beav'n he preſt 
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His ardent vows, the ſtranger thus addreſt; 
O thou! that.doſt thy happy courſe prepare 

With pure libations, and with ſolemn prayer; 

By that dread pow'r to whom thy yows are paid 

285 By all the lives of theſe ; thy own dear head, ; 

| Declare ſincerely to no foe's demand 208 x 

Thy name, thy lineage, and paternal lands 


v. 287. Declare name, and lineage, Rc.) Theſe. 
gueſtions may be thought ſomewhat extraordinary; for What ap- 
parent reaſon is there for this fugitive to be told the name of che 

rents of Tekemachns? Bur the ' interrogations are very materi l; 

e makes them to learn if Trlemachas or his father are friends to 
the perſon flain by his hand? if they were, inſtead of failing 
with him, he would have reaſon to fly from him, as from a per- 
ſon who might take away his life by the laws of the country. 
Thus in the Hebrew law, Numb. xxxv.9. The revenger of blood, (d 
ed/xicfwvir, or propinguns) ſhall ſlay the murderer, when ho meeteth 
him, But the Fews had cities of refuge, to which the murtherers 
fled as to a ſanctuary: The Greeks in like manner, if the homi- 
cide fled into a voluntary exile, permitted him to be in ſecurity 
till the murther was aton'd, either by fulfilling a certam time of 


baniſhment, or by a pecuniary mul& or expiation. 


I will only further remark the conciſeneſs of thefe in 
tions of Theochymenns; he asks four queſtions in a breath, 
compaſs of one line; his apprehenſions of being purſw'd. give him 
no leiſure to expatriate. er judiciouſly adapts bis Poetry to the 
cireumſtances of the murcherer, a man in fear being in great 
haſte co be in ſecurity. T᷑lemachus anſwers with equal brevity, 
being under a neceſſity to finiſh: his voyage in the night to avoid 
the ambuſh of the ſuitors. For this reaſon Homer ſhortens the 
relation, and complies with the exigency of Telemachas Witch 
this further view; to unite the ſubordinate ſtory of Telemachns 
with that of Ulyſſes, it being neceſſary co haſten to the chief aQi- 
— and without _ carry on the main deſign of che Odyſſey in 
ſtabliſhn 4 F * 


1 ae 


B 3 Prepare 
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Prepare then, ſaid Talemacbus, to know - 
A tale from falſhood- free, not free from woe. 
290 From Inbaas, of royal birth 1 came. Fo 
And great Ulyſſes (ever honour'd name) 3 
Was onee my Sire: tho now for ever loſt 
In S:ygian gloom he glides a penfive ghoſt! 
„ViWboſe fate enquiring, thro' the world we rove; 
295 The laſt, the wretched proof of filial love. 
The Stranger then. Nor ſhall I ought conceal, 
But the dire ſecret of my fate reyeal. 05 
Of my on tribe an Argive wretch I ew; 
| Whoſe powerful friends the luckleſs deed pur ſue 
300 With unrelenting rage, and force from home 
The blood-ſtain'd exile, ever doom d to roam. 
- But- bear; oh bear me o'er yon azure flood. 
Receive the ſuppliant! ſpare my deftin'd blood! 
Stranger (reply'd- the Prince) ſecurely reſt | 
305 Affianc'd, in, our faith; henceforth. our gh: 
Thas affable, Uſes God-like heir | 
Takes end. the ſtranget's hand the gitrriog Ab” 
le elimbs the ſhip, aſcends the ſtern with haſte, 
And by bis ſide the gueſt accepted plac'd. Wh) 
310 The chief bis orders gives: th' obedient band 
with due obſervance wait the chief's cemmand: 


- 
@ m . 
- St? ve the x 
„ dnl x & With 
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With ſpeed the maſt they rear, with ſpeed unbind 
The ſpacious ſheet, and ſtretch it to the wind, 
Minerva calls; the ready gales obeß 

315 With rapid ſpeed to whirl them o'er the ſea. 
Crunus they paſs'd, next Chalcis rol'd away, 

When thick'ning darkneſs clos'd the doudtful day; 


> 


P 4 


v. 316, Crunus they paſs'd, next Chalcis .] This 
whole paſſage has been greatly corrupted; one line is omitted in 
all our editions of Homer, and the verſes themſelves are printed 
erroneouſly; for thus they ſtand, 4b, 8. p. 539. of Sirabo's 
Geography. * 3 

| , | 
Bay dd Taps Kpuver, Kai XR p, 
alerts r dune axkorre To ious AN,. 
H A St iD dyarnroguirm dies ip 


Te firſt line is added from Strabo: thus in Latin, 
© Preteriermit Crunos, & Chalcida finentis amænam. 


He writes, «yaMouin, for irie, and Giac, inftead of c 
The courſe that-Telemachns ſteer d is thus explain'd by the ſame 
Author: He firſt ſaid northwardly as far as Elis, then he turn'd 
towards the eaſt, avoiding the direct courſe to Ithaca, to eſcape 
the ambuſh of the ſuitors, who lay between Samos and Ith. 4a. 
Then he pafs'd the Echinades (call d Ocal, that is 655%, or ſharp- 
pointed by Homer. See Strabo, lib.to. They are called Oxias C 
Pliny) —— the gulph of Corinth, and the mouths of Ache- 

; thus leaving Iehaca on the eaſt, and paſſing it, he alters his 
courſe again, fails northwardly between Ithacaand Acarnania, and 
lands on the coaſt oppoſite. to the Cepballenian ocean, where the 
Suitors form'd their ambuſh. The places mencion'd by Homer 
lie in this order, Cran!, Chalkis, and Phea: and are all rivers of 
ſmall note, or rather brooks, as Strabo expreſſes it: adifay Tora- 


lady evi ſατ, fed db O. 
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The filyer Phea's glitt ring Rills they loſt; 
And skim'd_ along by Eli“ ſacred at.. e 
32 Then cautious thro' the rocky reaches wind e 
And turning ſudden, ſnun the death deſign d. 5 
Mean- time the King, Eumens, and the zeſt, 
Sate in the Cottage, at their rural feaſt:: 
The banquet paſt, and ſatiate ev'ry man, 
525 To try his hoſt Ulyſes thus began. 
Vet one night more, my friends, indulge tet, F 
The laſt I purpoſe in your walls to reſt: | 5 
To- morrow for my {elf I muſt provide, | | 
And only ask your counſel, and a guide: 4 
3:0 patient to roam the ſtreet, by bunger led. , 
And bleſs the Np.) —_ that \ gives © me e bread. 


+ 
It is highly probable that Pbeæ, and not Phere, is the true read - 
| ing, for Pheræ lay in Meſſenia, and not in Elis, as Strabo writes, 
and was in poſi l of Agamemnon; for he mentions chat ci 
of te Ma, = * he JOS ins! in per none 
e . | 


— all emf hy fron. 4 
"=. Thee Enope, and Fheræ thee obey. dn bing : 


If it had not been under his dominion, how could: he Lan — 
ä rig ht to Achilles? beſides, it would be abſurd to joyn Phere direft- 
. gue Chalcis, when the one was in Meſſenia, the other in Elis; 
ih chi would make the courſe of Trlemachus s Navigation unintelli- 
gible, if Els and Meſſenia were confounded in the relations and 

uſed promiſcuouſly without. order or regularity. 
I will only add that Strabo.in the aoth book- of his Geography, 
inſtead of — reads 7tTgnionoay; | — thro* a ſlip of 

10 memory. 

| X There 


= | 


; * 
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There in Ulyes roof I may relate 
Ulyſſes” wand' rings to his royal mate; 1 
Or mingling with the ſuitors haughty train- 

335 Not undeſerving, ſome ſupport obt an. 
Hermes to me lis various gifts im part. 
Patron of induſtry and manual arts 4 7 (7 
Few can with me in dext'rous works contendqqq. 
The pyre to build, the ſtubborn oak to and 

340 To turn the taſteful viand o'er: the flame: 
Or foam the goblet with a purple ſtream; 21a nA 
Such are the tasksr'of- men of mean eſtate +51 
Whom Fortune dooms to ſerve the rich and great - 
| BOY 2267232. 110 ne 2590 bes 15 $69.4 4 U 

v. 336. Hermes to me his various gifts imparth, 1 
Patron of in and manual art..) 

M, was the ſervant. and miniſter of the Gods, and was feign'd 

to be the patron of all perſons of the like ſtation upoti earth; it 
was 2 to be by his favour that all fervants and attendants 
were ſucceſsful in their ſeveral functions. In this view the con- 
nexion will be eaſy, I,will go e and offer my ſe- 

« vice to the ſuitors, and by the favour of Meriary, who gives - 

« ſucceſs to perſons of my condition, ſhall proſper ; for no ma 

ce is better able to execute the offices of actendance, than my felt.” 

It may be objected, that theſe functions are unworthy of the cha- 

rater, and beneath the dignity of an Heroe : but Ulyſſes is obli- 

ged to act in his aſſum'd; not real character; as a beggar; not as 

a King, Atbenæus (lib. 1. p. 18.) vindicates Ulyſſes in another 

manner. Men (ſays he) in former ages perform'd their own 

«« offices, and gloried in their dexterity in ſuch employments. 

ce Thus Homer deſcribes Ulyſſes as the moſt dextrous man Iiving, 

« in ordering wood for the fire, and in the arts of cookery. But it 

is no more derogation to him to put on the appearance of a beg- 

gar, than it was to Pallas to aſſume that of a ain, as the fre-- 
quently does throughout the Odyſſey. | as, Aeon 
| Bp Aas 


y 


* 
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Alas! (Eumaus with; a ſigh rejoind· 


345 How ſprung a thought ſo monſtrous in thy mind? 


— 


If on that god leſs race thou wouldſt attend. 


Fate owes thee ſure a' miſerable end! 


Their wrongs and blaſphemies aſcend the sk „ 
And pull deſcending vengrance from on high 


350 Not ſuch, my friend, the ſervants of their feaſt: 
A blooming train in rich embroid'ry dreſt, 


| With earth's whole tribute the briglu table bends, 


And ſmiling round celeſtial Vouth attendas. 


Stay then: no eyt askance beholds thee here: 
355 Sweel is thy converſe to each ſocial car; 


Well pleas d, and pleaſing, in our cottage reſt, 
Till good Telemachus accepts his gueſt 8 
Wich genial gifts, and. change of fair attires, 
And ſafe conveys thee, where, thy ſoul defires. 

360 70 bim the Man of woes. O gracious. Jure“ 
ear this ee s hoſpitable love, 


: 


chere is a . militude between the expreſſion. 


348. Their week and blaſphemies aſcend the j.] The ſenſe 

of wie paſſage appears to me very obvious; Dacier renders it, 
8 and inſolence 7s ſe great, that they regard not the Gods, 
2 they attack: even the heavens., I ſhould rather chuſe to 
underſtand the words in the more plain and eaſy conſtruction: 

- Grocizs is of this judgment, and thinks they bear the ſame im- 
as theſe. in Gen. xviii. 21. 7 will. go down and ſee if they 

have done according. to the cry which is come unto hegven; and indeed 


Who 


365 A life of wand rings is the greateſt woe : 


370 What cares his Mother's tender breaſt engage, 
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Who knows the ſon of ſorro to relieve, 
Chears the ſad heart, nor lets affliction grieve. 
Of all the ills unhappy mortals know, 


On all their weary ways wait Care and Pain, 
And Pine and Penury, a meagre train. 
To ſuch a man fince harbour you afford, 
Relate the farther fortunes of your Lord; 


And Sire, forſaken on the verge of age; 


v. 370. What cares bis Mother's. tender breaſt engage, : 
And Sire, forſa'en on the verge of age. : 
Theſe queſtions may ſeem to be- needleſs. becauſe Ulyſſes had 
been fully acquainted with the ſtory of Laertes, and the Death of 
his mother Anticlea; by the ſhade: of Tirefas; but Ulyſſes perſo- 
nates a ſtranger, and to carry on that character, pretends to be un- 
acquainted With all che affairs of his own family, I cannot affirm 
that ſuch frequent repetitions of the ſame circumſtances are beau - 
tiful in Homer; the retirement of Laertes has been frequently 
mention'd, and the death of Anticlea related in other parts of the 
Odyſſey; however neceſſary ſuch reiterated accounts may be, I 
much queſtion whether they will prove entertaining ; Homer 
himſelf in this place ſeems to apprehend it, for Eumaus paſſes over 
the queſtions made by U!yſſes with a very ſhort anſwer, and en- 
larges upon other circumſtances, relating ro his family and affairs, 
to give (as Exftathius obſerves) variety to his Poetry. Bur this 
conduct is very judicious upon another account: It lets Uhfſes in- 
to the knowledge of his condition, and by it he is able to take 
his meaſures with the greater certainty, in order to bring about 
his own re- eſtabliſnment. This is a demonſtration that the ob- 
jection of Rapin is without foundation; he calls theſe interviews 
tween Ulyſſes'and Emmnæus mere idle fables, invented ſolely for 
amuſement, and contributing nothing to the action of the 0dyf- 
fey; bur the contrary is true, for Ulyſſes directs his courſe accord- 
20g to theſe informations. 
B 6 Beneath 
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Beneath the fun prolong, they yet their breath, 
Or range the houſe of darkneſs and of death? ; 
To whom the Swain, - Attend what you enquire . 
375 Laertes lives, the miſerable ſire, 1 
Lives, but implores of ev'ry pow'r to os... 
The burden down, and wiſhes for the day.» "HO 
Torn from his offspring i in the eve of liſe. 
Torn from th' embraces of his tender wife, 
380 Sole, and all comfortleſs he waſtes away, 
Old age untimely poſting ere his day. 
Sbe too, ſad Mother ! for Ulyſes loſt 
Pin'd out ber bloom, and raniſh'd to a ghoſt. 
(So dire a fate, ye righteous Gods! Wr, 
385 From ev'ry friendly, ev ry feeling beart!) ) 
While yet ſhe was, | tho? clouded. o'er with erief. 
Her pleaſing conyerſe miniſter'd relief : | 
With Crimene, her youngeſt daughter, bred, | 
One roof contain'd us, and one table fed. 
14 390 But when the ſoftly- ſtealing pace of time 
= Crept on from childhood into youthful prime. 

& Samos Ile the ſent the wedded fair; 
Me to the fields, to tend tbe rural care; 121 5 45 
Array 'd i in garments her own hands had . 4 

395 Nor leſs the darling object of her love. | | 


MS. l Her 
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Her hapleſs death my brighter days o ercaſt. 
Vet Providence deſerts me not at la: 
My preſent labours food and drink procure. 
And more, the pleaſure to relieve the poo) .. 

00 Small is the comfort from the Queen to hear 

Unwelcome news, or vex the royal ea: 

Blank and diſcountenanc'd the ſeryants; ſtand. 

Nor dare to queſtion where the proud command: 

No profit ſprings beneath uſurping pow'rs; 

or Want feeds not there, where Luxury derours, 


„ 399. And more, the pleaſure tu relieve the per.] Thie 

verſe, _- 4994-5 1 ode FLY 3 1 en 
Toy igeyirr, ini, xu didelarn id 

has been traduc'd into the utmoſt obſcenity; Eaſtatbias vindicates 

the expreſſion; It means I have ſuſtain'd my ſelf with meat 

« and drink by an honeſt induſtry, and have gut wherewithal to 

« relieve virtue that wants.“ He inter prets ahi u, by Ap 


en aid dg atlas ; of, men wirthy of regard and honour : Finds l 
e. The following words. 


| — X ig au, 
Our ioc, 87h 71 50 9 „ 


are capable of a double conſtruction, and imply either that I re 
no delight in hearing of Penelope, 2 being in diſtreſs, and in the © 


power of the ſuitors; or that the ſuitors ſo beſiege the palace, that 
it is impoſſible for me to hear one gentle word from Penelope, or re- 
cel ve one obliging action 2 her hand. The preference is ſubmit- 
ted to the Reader's judgment; they both contain images of ten- 
derneſs and humanity. | 


Nor 


3 
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Nor harbours Charity where Riot reigns: © | 8 
Proud are the lords, and wretched: ae the fareins. 5 


The ſuff ring chief at this began to melt 
And, oh Eumæus! thou (he eries) haſt felt 5 1 
410 The ſpite of fortune too! ber crue} hang J hho 
Snatch'd thee an infant from thy native land!“ * 
Snatch'd from thy parents arme, thy parents _ | 
To early wants! a man of miſeries! _ . 2 
Thy whole ſud ſtory, from its frt; declare: 
415 Sunk the fair City by the rage of war, ee e 335 
Where once thy parents dwelt? or did they keep 
In bumbler life, the lowing berds and ſheep? 
| So left perhaps to tend the fleecy train, 
1 - Rude Pyrates ſeiz d, and ſhipp'd thee o er the main? 
"420 Doom' d a fair prize 30 grace ſome krinte r board, 5 
The worthy purchaſe of a foreign lord. wg 
E then my fortunes can delight wy friend, 
A Rory fruitful of events, attend: «a7 
Another's ſorrow may thy ear enjoy. 
425 And wine the NS d intervals . 


Book XV HOMER's ODYSSEY.” 39: 


Long nights the now - declining year beftows:;. 
A part we conſecrate to ſoft repoſe, Wits 
A part in pleaſing talk we entertain; | 
For too much: reſt itſelf becomes a pain. 

zo Let thoſe; whom leep invites, the cal obe: 
Their cares reſuming with the dawning day: 
Here let us feaſt, and to the feaſt be join d 
Diſcourſe, the ſweeter banquet of the mind; 
Review the ſeries of our lives, and taſte 

235 The melancholy joy of evils paſt; | 


v. 426, Long nights the now · decliuing ö ear 3 &c. ] From 
hence we may conclude, that the return of Ulyſſes "was probably / 
in the decline of the year, in the latter part of the autumn, 
not in the ſummer;. the nights then being ſhort cannot be called 
Nox rie alhogaTy., Enftathins. | Sap 
v. 429. Too. much reſt it ſelf becomes a pain.] This 
aphoriſm is agreeable co nature and experience; the ſame thing is 
allerced by Hippocrates, Sleep or watchfulneſs, when exceſſive, becomes 
diſeaſes; too much ſleep occalions an acceſs of perſpiration, 
ently weakens and di ſſipates the animal ſpirits. Dader. 
v. 434. = : yore res, | | 
| 5 | melancholy joy evis paſt. | Fay | | | 
There is undoubtedly a great pleaſure in the remembranceof paſt ſuf- | 
ferings: Nay, calamity has this advantage over you perity ; an evil We 
p bough | 
j 


wher paſt turns into a comfort; but a eaſure, t in- 

nocent, leaves in ies room an anxiety for the want of it, and if 

it de a guilty pleaſure, a remorſe. The reaſon (obſerves Eu- 

ftathins) why paſt evils delight, is from the conſciouſneſs of the il 

raiſe due to our prudence and patience. under them, from the 0 | 

fe of our felicity-in being deliver'd-from them, and from gra- l 

titude to divine providence, which has deliver'd us. It is the joy 
of good men to believe themſelves the favourites of Heaven. 


* 


For 
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For he who much has ſuffer'd; much will know; 

And pleas'd remembrance builds delight on woe. 
Above Ortygia lies an Iſle of fame, 

Far hence remote, and Syria is the name; 

| The Sun's diurnal, and his annual race): 


* 
34 
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v. 438. gi. ] This is an antient name of Delos, fo call'd- 
from dr, a Nail, from the great numbers of thoſe birds found 
upon that Iſland; Tycopbron, in his obſcure way of writing, call 
it &TvE lieu gern or the winged Quail; perhaps from the fable 
Alleria being turn'd into that bird in her flight from Japiter, and 
giving name to the Iſland from the transformation ſhe ſuffer' d up- 
on it. It is one of the Cyclades, and lies in the gean ocean. 
Syria, or Syros, is another ſmall Iſland lying eaſtward of Ithaca, 
according to true Geographyz | | Seas 

v. 440. There curious eyes inſcribd with wonder trace eee 

The Sun's diarnal, and his amm rate] £17 
The words in Homer are Tporeaj uo, or ſolis converſienes. Mon- 
ſieur Perrault inſults the Poet as ignorant of Geography, for pla- 
eing Syres under the Tropicł; an error (fays he) which Commen- 
tators in vain have labour'd to defend, by having recourſe to 2 
Sun-dial of - Pherecydes on which the morions of the Sun (the | 
pe, #:\icio) were defign'd. The laſt defence would indeed be 
ridiculous, ſince Pherecydes flouriſh'd three hundred years after the 
time of Hemer: No one (replies Monſieur Bailram) was ever at any 
difficulty about the ſenſe of this paſſage; Enftathins proves that 
pine des ſigrũſies the ſame as d, and denotes the ſetting of 
the Sun; ſo chat the words mean that Syros is ficuate above Orty- 
gia, on that ſide where the Sun ſers, or weſterly, Tpos Ta Jurma' 
fin Tis 'Ogruyiac: Tis true, Exftathins mentions a bower, 
ZT5aav, in which the converſions of the Sun were figur d. This 
indeed would fully vindicate Hemer; bur Bochart and others affirm; 
that Eaſtathius is in an error, and that Syros is ſo far from lying 
to the weſt, or 7p: Tporazc lien, that it bears an eaſtern pofition 
both with reſpect to Ithaca and Delos: How is this objection to 
be anſwer'd? Bochart p. 411, of his Geographia ſacra, explains 
it by having recourſe to the bower mention d by 2 


1 «4a nenn „1 * 
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which the motions of the San were drawn, 2 (ſays He- 


Ea 
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Not large, but fruitful ;- ſtor'd with graſs to keep 
The bellowing oxen, and the bleating nee; 
oooh inen kel 17 ano Her 


02 


e Pheanicaans, 


ledge from the Phenicians, and 7 wang his skill in Aſtronomy, 
they being very expert in that ſcience, by reaſon of its uſe in their, 
navigation. Why then might there not be a machine which ex- 


the great preſerver of Antiquities. Fallitar igitar, (ſays Bochart) 

fathins cam vals intelligi, ſita fit Syras ad occidnuas — 
Ded; cum contra Deli ad ortum fit Smut, non ad occaſum; & rem 
fic ſe habere ex ipſo Homero patet, apnd quem | Sy= 
riam afſerit eſſe trans Delum, quo nihil dici potuit falſms, fs Syrns fit 
ad eccafum Deli. If this anſwer appears to any 22 too ſtudied 
and abſtruſe, the difficulty may be ſoly'd, by ſuppoſing Eamexs 
ſpeaking of Deles as it lay with reſpe& to Hrus, before he was 
— bon it; for inſtance, if Hras lies on the eaſt of Delos to 
2 man in Ithaca, both Ithaca and Delos will lie on the weſt of 
raus to one of that Iſland; I would therefore imagine that Ex- 
maus ſpeaks as a native of Syros, and not as a ſojourner in Ithaca, 
and then Delos 1 — — the ſun · ſetting, or is — 
reg: But this y propele as a conjecture, not preſuming 
to offer Ee Fo Bo p 9 0 * 25 © 

v. . Not e; raitful;, for'd wi 7 fo 7 © 
ET. 8454 The bellowing oxen, and the beating fee. n 
Ie is probable that Homer was well acquainted with the nature of 
this Ifland> and that ic really enjoy'd an admirable temperature of 
air, and therefore was exceedingly heathful; the - fertility of the 
foil proves the happineſs of the air, which would naturally free 
the inhabitants from the maladies arifing from a leſs ſalubrious 
ſituation. It is for this reaſon that they are ſaid to be ſlain by 
Diana and „All deaths that were ſudden, and without feł - 
neſs, were aſcrib d to thoſe Deities. Bochars (p. 410.) tells => 
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Her loping hifls the'mantling vines adorn,” NS 
445 And her rich vallies wave with golden corn. 
No · vrant, no famine the glad natives know, 

Nor fink by ſickneſs to the ſhades below; 

But when a length of years unnerves the ſtrong... 
Apollo comes, and Cynthia comes along. 


4550 They bend the filver tow with tender Kill, | 


And void of Pain, the filent arrows kill. es 
Two equal tribes this fertile land divide, pit 


Where two fair cities riſe with-equal 6 
But both in conftant peace one Prince obey, 


455 And Creſiws there, my father, holds the ſway. _ 


Freighted, it ſcems, with toys of ev'ry ſort © 
e 4 115 


that. the name of Syrer was given.to the: lend by the uten; 
Alira or Sira ſignit ying rich, in their language; or rather it was 
ſo. called from Sara, or Aſura. ing happy; either of theſe 
derivations fully denote the excellence” both of the ſoil and air: 
and that this name is of Pbanician extract is probable from the 
words of Homer, who aſſures us that they flay'd a whole year 5 
on this Iſland, and conſequently deter eee 

fulneſs and fertility of it. 

v. 457. A ſhip Sidon]. Here is a full teſtimony, 
that the Phenicians were remarkable for arts and navigation over 
all the old world. They were expuls'd from their country by 
Feſkna, (as Bechart informs us) and then ſettling the ſea 
eoaſts, they ſpread over all the Mediterranean, and by s ſent 
out Colonie: into Eur epe, Aſia, and Afric; that oy were: in 

2 appears from Procopins; where he mentions a ſpillar with a 
icin inſcription. Nh ity dquyorrs A Teo urs lien 

vc . vis. Nam ; chat 18, ** art 4 people 2 * 
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] | 
Whar-time it chanc'd the palace entertain d, 
1 Skill'd in rich works, a woman of their land. 
460 This nymph;. where aachor'd the Phænician train 
To waſh her robes deſcending to the main, | 
A ſmoath - tongu d failor won her to his minJ; 2 i 
(For Love deceives the beſt of woman-kind.) { 
A ſudden, truſt from ſudden liking grew; © - | | 
65 She told her name, her race, and all ſhe knew. 1 
ebe ſon of Nun, the robber ; they gave him that title out of re- 
ſentment for their di ſpoſſeſſion. The character they bear in the 
Scriptures agrees with this in Homer. Iſaiah xxiti. 2» be Mer- 
chauts of Sidon, that paſs over the ſeat; and it likewiſe appears 
from the Scriprures; chat they excelFd in all arts of embroidery. 
and works of curioſity. | | „ 
v. 458. What-tims it chanc d the palace entertain d, 
| Seid in rich works, a woman of their land. . 
WW 1 was ſurpriz'd to find that Ewffathizs mi ſtook this-P an wo- 
man for the mother of Exmens ; ſhe: herſelf tells us, that ſhe was. 
| % Hes 717 TR | 
It is not probable that Exmens would have painted his own mo- 
ther in the dreſs of an adulcreſs, and an-abandon'd traytreſs ; Nay, 
. he directly diſtinguiſhes his mother from this Phænician in the ſe- 
x quel of the ſtory, (where he calls: her 75Twz , or bis bene 
rable mother) and when he ſpeaks of the Phænician, he conſtan 


calls her , not imp; Nor indeed could he have eall'd' her 
a rv, at all, if ſhe had not been a perſon of ſuch a deteſlable charac- 
. ter. adoprs the miſtake of Exftathins, and endeavours 
ro vindicate her from the manner of her frailty. Modęſe deeepta 
Adonis, Ofc. ut cornm libidine obſecundar et, « jt was 2 modeſt a- 
„ qulrery, ſhe being deceived by bribes to yield to their ſolicitation,” 
However erroneous this opinion is, yet it ſhews Spondanns to be 
2 kind and complaifant Caſuiſt. 5 


E f 1 too 
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1 too (ſhe cry'd) from glorious Sidow came, 
My father 4ry6as,' of wealthy fame; 
Zut faatch'd by pyrates from my native place, 
The Taphians ſold me to this man's embrace. 
40 Hiſte then (the falſe deſigning youth reply d) 
Haſte to thy country; love ſhall be thy guide: 
Haſte to thy father's houſe, thy father's breaſt, 
For ſtill he lives, and lives with riches bleſt. 
« Swear firſt (ſhe cry d) ye ſailors! to reſtore 
475 © A wretch in ſafety to her native ſhore. 
Swift as ſhe ask d, the ready failors ſwore, 


She then proceeds: a Oe fonts | 


Be nor by fignal nor by word betray d. 

Nor near me any of your crew deſery's; + 

48⁰ By road frequented,” or by fountain-fide. 173 
Bee silence ſtill our guard. The Monarch's 925 a 
(For watchful Age is ready to ſurmize) . 

Are fill at hand; and this reveal'd muſt te, 

Death to your ſelves, eternal chains to me. 


485 Your veſſel loaded, and pour traffic paſt, | he = + 


Diſpatch a wary meſſenger with haſte: 
Then gold and coftly treaſures will 1bring, -- 
Aud more, the infant oftpring of the King. 


Him, 


Him, child- like wand ring forth, I'll lead away, 

J (A noble prize!) and to your ſhip convey. 
Thus ſpoke the dame, and homeward took the road. 

A year they traffic, and their veſſel loddz. 

Their ſtores compleat, and ready now to weigh, 


ö An artiſt to my father's palace came, 
With gold and amber chains, elab rate frame: 
Each female eye the glitt ring links employ, + 
They turn, review, and cheapen ev ry top. 
He took th · occaſion as they ſtood intent. 
co Gave her the ſign, and to his veſſel went. 

She ſtrait purſu'd, and ſeiz'd my willing arm; 

I follow'd ſmiling, innocent of ham. 
| Three golden goblets in the porch ſhe found, 

(The gueſts not enter d, but the table crown'd) | 


v. 502, I follow'd ſmiling, innocent of harm.) There is a little 
5 in this narration: for if Exmexs was ſuch an infant 
as he is deſerib'd to be at the time when he was betray'd by his 
Phenidan Governeſs, what probability is there that he ſhould be 
able to retain all theſe particulars ſo circumſtantially? He was not 
of an age capable of making, or remembring ſo many obſervati- 
ons. The anſwer is, that he afterwards learn'd them from Zaer- 
tes, who bought him of the Phenicians : and no doubt they told 
him the quality of Exmexs, to enhance the Price and make the 
better bargain. It is alſo natural to — — that Exmens, when 
he grew up to manhood, would-be inquificive after his own birth 
and fortunes, and therefore might probably learn theſe particulars 
from Laertes. Euſt athius. | n RR 
| Hid 


A ſpy was ſent their ſummons to convey: |. / 


515 Down dropt the caitiff corſe, 2 worthleſs load, 
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Foy Hid in ber fraudful boſom, theſe ſne bore: 


Now ſet the ſun, and darken d all the ſhore; © '-- / 

Arriviog then, where tilting on the tydes | 
Prepar d to launch the freighted veſſel rides; 

Aboard they beave us, mount their decks, and ſwecp 


Six calmy days and ſix ſmooth nights we ſail, 
And conſtant  Fove ſupply d the gentle gale. Pin 1 
The ſev'nth, the fraudful wretcb, (no cauſe deſcry d) 
Touch'd by Diana's vengeful arrow, dy d. 


Down to the deep; there roll'd the future food  p 
Of fierce ſea · wolves, and monſters of the ood, 
An helpleſs infant I remain d behind;  — | 
Thence born to Nasa by wave and wind! 


$20 Sold to Laertes, by divine com mand. s 


And now adopted to a foreign land. | 
we PA bg 1 | To 


. 512. Ae calwy doye, Ne It is evident from his paſ- 

fage, that it is above fix days fail from Ithaca to Syros, tho ck 

ried with favourable winds. Dacier. 1 1 

| v. 514. Djana's vengeful arrow] I would juſt 
obſerve the poetical juſtice of Homer, in the puniſhment of this 

' Phanucian, Misfortune generally purſues wickedneſs, and tho* we 

eſcape the vengeance of man, yet heav'n frequently overtakes us 


when we think we are in ſecurity, and death calls us from our 


> 


_ Impious acquiſirions. * | 
v. 521. And now adopted to a foreign land.) Homer has here 
given us an Hiſtory of the life of Exmens; the Epiſode contains 

2 | Dear 
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To him the King. Reciting thus thy cares, 


My ſecret ſoul in all thy ſorrows ſnares: 


But one choice bleſſing (ſuch as Fove's high will) 


515 Has ſweeten'd all thy bitter draught of ill}; 


Torn from thy country to no hapleſs end. 
The Gods have, in a'mafter, giv'n a friend. 
Whatever frugal nature needs is thine,” | 
(For ſhe needs little) daily bread and wine. 


30 While I, © many wand'rings paſt and woes, 


Live but on hat thy poverty beſtows, © 
So paſt in pleaſing dialogue away © | 

The night ; then down to ſhort repoſe they lay; 

Till radiant roſe the meſſenger of day. an 


535 While in the port of 1haca, the band 


Of young Teemachus approach'd the land; 


near an hundred lines, and may ſeem entirely foreign to the action 
of the Odyſſey. I will nor affirm that it is in every reſpe& to be 
juſtify'd. The main ſtory is at a ſtand ; but we are to conſider 
that this relation takes up but ſmall part of one leifure evening, 
and that the action cannot proceed till the return of Telemachns, 
It is of uſe to ſer off the character of Emus, and ſhew him to 
be a perſon of quality, worthy to be an agent in an Epic Poem, 
where every character ought to be remote from meanneſs: So 
the ſtory bas a diſtant relation to the Odyſiy, and perhaps is not to 


be look d upon merely as an excreſcence the main building, 


but a ſmall projection to adorn it. | 

v. $34. Till radiant voſe the meſſenger of day.] | This is the 
morning of the thirty eighth day fince the beginning of the Odyſſey. 
"Tis obſervable that Telemachns takes more time in his return from 


- Pyle, than in failing thither from his own country; for _ 
| | ter 
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= ij - A fails they loos'd, they laſti d- the . 
i And caſt their anchors, and the cables ty d 
| Then on the breczy ſhore: deſcending, join 


440 In grateful banquet oer the roſy wine. an. _ TY 


When thus the Prince: Now each bis nee 
| I to the fields, and to the city, you. 
| Long abſent bence, I dedicate WORE: q 
My ſwains to viſit, and the works ſurvey. - 
545 Expect me with. the morn, to pay the skies 
Our debt of ſafe return, in feaſt and ſacriſice - 
/- Then Theoclymenus. But who ſhall lend, | 02 
Mean- time, protection to thy ſtranger · friend? 
| Birait to the Queen and Palace ſhall I fly,  - 
550 Or yet more diſtant, to ſome Lord apply ? 
| The Prince return d. Renown'd in days of yore 
Has ftood our Father's boſpitable door ; 
No other roof a ſtranger ſhou'd receive, 
Nor MT hands than ours the welcome give; 


* 
"ip 


and yet arrives not atIthacs till after break of day. The reaſon of it 
is not to be aſcrib'd to a leſs proſperous wind, but to the greater 
2828 he was oblig'd to fetch, to eſcape the ambuſh of the ſui- 

In the former voyage he ſteer'd a direct courſe; in this, he 
fails round about to the north of Ithaia, and 6 more 
AP his e to. . 


1 1 diock he ſets al after bas, Kung and 
reach'd Pyle in the morning: Here he embarks in the afternoon, 


But 


T5 


* 
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55 But in my abſence riot fills the place, 
Nor bears the modeſt Queen a ſtranger's face, 
From noiſeful revel far remote ſhe flies, 
But rarely ſeen, or ſeen with weeping eyes. 
No. et Eummachus receive my gueſt, 

GO Of nature courteous, and by far the beſt; 
He wooes the Queen with more reſpectful flame; 
And emulates her former husband's fame: 
With what ſucceſs, tis Fove's alone to know, 

And the hop'd nuptials turn to joy or woe. 


v. 561. He wooes the Queen with more reſpect ful flame, 
| And emulates her former husband's fame. 

The words in the original are 3Juggies yiyas fav, which may 

either be render'd, to obtain the honour of marrying Penelope, agree- 
bly to the former part of the verſe; or it means that Eurymac hus 

has the faireſt hopes to marry Penelope, and obtain the throne or 
Jpeg of Ulyſſes. Hobbs tranſlates the verſe almoſt obſcenely in 

the former ſenſe: 


He beft loves my mother, 
And what my father did, world do the ſame. 


The former in my judgment is the better conſtruction, eſpecially 
becauſe it avoids a tautology, and gives a new image in the ſe- 
g cond part of the verſe, very different from the ſenſe expreſs'd in 
the former part of ir. But of all the meanings it is capable of 
I ſhould prefer this; That he courts her upon the moſt honou- 
<« rable principles, and ſeems deſirous to have the honour of Ulyſ- 
« ſes, by imitating his worth” ; and this is agreeable to the cha- 
rater of Earymachus, which diſtinguiſhes him from all the other 
Suitors. 


Vit IVs O Thus 


fo HOMER ODYSSEY. Book XV, 
565 Thus ſpeaking, on the right up-ſoar'd in air 
The hawk, Apollo's ſwift-wing'd meſſenger; 
His deathful pounces tore a trembling dove; 
The clotted feathers ſcatter d from above 57. 
Between the Heroe and the Veſſel pour x = 
570 Thick plumage, mingled with a ſanguine ſhow'r. 
The obſerving Augur took the Prince aſide, | 
Seiz'd by the hand, and thus prophetic cry'd, 
| Yon | 5 Sc 


v. 566. The hawk, Apollo's ſwift-wing d meſſenger.) The 
Augury is thus to be interpreted; Ulyſſes is the hawk, the Sui- 
tors the 26g the hawk denores the valour of Ulyſzs, being 
a bird of prey; the pigeon repreſents the cowardice of the Sui- 
rors, that bird being remarkable for her timorous nature, The 
hawk flies on the right, to denote ſucceſs ro Ulyſſes. He | 
Homer calls this bird the Meflenger of Apollo; not that this au- 53; 
ry was ſen: by that Deity, (tho* that be no forced interpretati- | 
on) but the expreſſion implies, that the hawk was facred to Apollo; 
as the peacock was to Juno, the owl to Pallas, and the eagle to 
Jupiter. Thus e/fl an, anim. lib, 10. c. 14. AryUFltcs Toy repares 
Ti AT2.00 THAN i21taot, Cc. and he gives the reaſon of it, for the 
hawk 1s the only bird that is capable to bear the luſtre. of the 
Sun withour inconvenience and difficulty ; the ſame is ſaid of the 
eagle, but this hawk is reckon'd to be of the Aquiline kind. It 
was deith among the Ag yptians to kill this bird, becauſe it was 
dedicated to Atollo. | 
There is another reaſon why any bird that was taken notice of 
by way of augury, may be ſaid to be the meſſenger ef Apollo: 
that Deity preſiding over divination. | | 
v. 571. Ty obſerving Angur took the Prince aſide.] The rea- 
fon why Theo: menus withdraws Telemachus, while he interprets 
the Augury, is not apparent at the firſt view; bur he does it out 
of an apprehenſion leſt he ſhould be over-heard by ſome of the 
company, who might difcloſe the ſecret ro che Suitors, and ſuch 
2 diſcovery might prove fatal to his own perſon, or to the for- 


tunes of Telemachus Ei athins. | 
Yon 


975 
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Von bird that dexter cuts th' aerial road, 

Roſe ominous, nor flies without a God: 

No race but thine ſhall Irhata obey, 

To thine, for ages, heav'n decrees the ſway. 
Succeed the Omen, Gads ! (the youth rejoin'd) 
Soon ſhall my bounties ſpeak a grateful mind, 
And ſoon each envy'd happineſs attend 


| 530 The man, who calls Telemachus his friend. 


Then to Feiræus === Thou whom time has proy'd 


A faithful ſervant, by thy Prince belov'd! 


Till we returning ſhnall our gueſt demand, - 
Accept this charge, with honour, at our hand. 


535 To this Pairaus; Joyful I obey, 


Well pleas'd the hoſpitable rites to pay. 


The preſence of thy gueſt ſhall beſt reward 


(If long thy ſtay) the abſence of my Lord. 


V, 58 1. Then to Peiræus Thon whom time has prov d, Kc. 
We find that Telemachus intended to deliver Theechymenns to the 
care of Eurymachus : What then is the reaſon why he thus ſud- 
denly alters that reſolution, and intruſts him to Peiræus? This is 
occaſion'd by the diſcovery of the skill of Theochmenus in Augu- 
ry: He fears leſt the Suitors ſhould extort ſome prediction from 
him that might be derrimental to his affairs, or ſhould he refuſe 
it, to the perſon of Theoclymenus, Erſtathins. 


This book comprehends ſomewhat more than the ſpace of two 
days and one night; for the viſion appears to Telemachus a littla 
before the dawn, in the night preceding the thirty ſixth day, and 
he lands in Ithaca on the thirty eighth in che morning. 


<> With 


| 
| 
| 
| 


42 HOMER's ODYSSEY. Book XV. 


With that, their anchors he commands to weigh, 
| 590 Mount the tall bark, and launch into the ſea. 
All with obedient haſte forſake the ſhores, 
And plac'd in order, ſpread their equal oars. 
Then from the deek the Prince his ſandals takes; 
Pois'd in his hand the pointed jav'lin ſhakes. 
F095 They part; while leſs'ning from the Hero's view, 
| Swift to the town the well-row'd gally flew : 
The Heroe trod the margin of the main, 
And reach d the manſion of his faithful fwain, 
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: OON as the morning bluſh'd along the plains, 
bye,, and the Monarch of the Swains, 
Awake the ſleeping fires, their meal prepare, 4 
And forth to paſture ſend the briſtly care. 
| | The 


v. I. Soon as the morning bluſh'd along the plains, &c.] This 
Book opens with the greateſt ſimplicity imaginable, Dionyſins 
Halicarnaſſeus quotes the ſixteen firſt Lines to this purpoſe: The 
Poet, ſays that Author, deſcribes a low and vulgar action, yet 
gives it an inexpreſſible ſweetneſs; the ear is pleaſed with the 
harmony of the Poetry, and yet there is nothing noble in the ſenti- 
ments. Whence, continues he, does this ariſe? from the choice of 
the words, or from the placing of them? No one will affirm chat 
it conſiſts in the choice of the words, for the diction is entirely 
low and vulgar, fo vulgar that a common Artificer or Peaſant, Who 
never ſtudied elocution, would uſe ic in converſation; turn the 
Verſes into Proſe, and this will appear. There are no tranſpoſi- 


C4 tions 
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F The Prince's near approach the dogs deſcry, 
And fawning round his feet, confeſs their joy. 
Their 


tions, no figures, no variety of dialect, nor any new and ſtudied 
expreſſions. Where then is the beauty of the Poetry? It muſt be 

entirely afcrib'd to the harmonious juncture and poſition of the 

words; and he concludes that the collocation of words has a greater 
efficacy both in Proſe and Poetry, than the choice. And indeed 

2 judicious Diſpoſition oß them (like what is feign'd of Minerva 

in this Book) makes a mean, deform'd, and vulgar period, riſe, 

like Ulyſſes from beggary, into pomp and dignity. This may be 

exemplify*d from the rules of mechanic arts: an architect, when 

he gathers his materials for a building, has theſe three things chiefly 

in view: firſt, with what piece of ſtone, wood, ec. a correſpondent 
piece will beſt agree: next he conſiders their ſeveral formations, 

and how it will beſt ſtand in the ſtructure; and laſtly, if any part 

of the materials ſuirs not with the allotted place, he rejects it or 

new ſhapes it, till it agrees with the whole work : The ſame care 

is to be taken by a good writer: he is firſt to conſider what Noun 

or Verb is to be join'd to other Nouns or Verbs ſo fitly, as not 

poſſibly to be plac'd more conveniently; for a promiſcuous con- 

necting of words indiſcriminately ſpoils both Proſe, and Poetry: 

Next he conſiders the frame and turn of the Verb or Noun, and 

how it will ſtand in the place he allots it; and if it ſuits not ex- 
aQly, he changes it, ſometimes by varying the Numbers, ſome- 

times the Caſes, and at other times the Genders : And laſtly, if a 

word prove ſo ſtubborn as not to bend tothe level of the period, he 
entirely rejects ir, and introduces another that preſerves a due 

conformity; or at leaſt, if an harmonious word be neceſſary, he 

places it 10 judiciouſly between more agreeable and tuneful words, 
that their harmony ſteals away our imagination from obſerving 

the roughneſs of the others: Like wiſe Generals, who in or der- 
ing the ranks of their Soldiers, ſtrengthen the weaker files by 
ü ſuſtaining them with the ſtronger; and by this method render the 
1 Whole invincible, See likewiſe Cap. 32. of Longinus, of the diſ- 
poſition of words. 

v 


. 3. their meal prepare.] The word in the origi - 
nal is api5oy, which here denotes very evidently the morning re- 

paſt: it is uſed but in one other place in all Homer in this ſenſe: 
ad. Lib. 24. V. 124. | | 1 


"E#0v/4tvws i7TfvTo ai iM de | 
But 
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Their gentle blandiſhment the King ſurvey'd, 
Heard his reſounding ſtep, and inſtant faid: 
| | Some 


But we are not therefore to imagine that this was an uſual meal; 
Homer in other places expreſſes it by du7rvor, as is oblerved by 
 eAthenens, Lib. 1. 

Ol d cg dave Se 9 d auTs Fwpho vena, 


ce At the dawn of the day they took and arm'd themſelves 
« for battle“. The Greeks had three cuſtomary meals, which are 
diſtinaly mention'd by Palamedes in Aſchylus, 


"Apia, diva, Oral apo Jets pix. 


Homer, adds Athenens, mentions a fourth repaſt, Lib. 17. of the 
Oayſſey: | | | ; 


ou d texto ,o cs. 


This the Romans call'd commeſſationem, we a collation, a repaſt 
taken, as the ſame Author explains it, between dinner and ſup- 
rer; the word is deriv*d.a7o This dine ic, or the evening 
twilight, But Athenæus refutes himſelf, /ib. . p. 193. I have 
already (ſays he) obſerv'd that the Antients eat thrice a-day ; and 
tis ridiculous to imagine that they eat four times, from theſe 
words of Homer, 


ov d S, ,ẽu?; G ns, 


For that expreſſion meant only that Eumæus fhould return in the 
evening, dnuycy mnie yporovy. Bur this is not the full import 
of the word deeninoas, for it undoubtedly means, To take the 
evening repaſt or ſupper, as is evident from the concluſion of the 
ſeventeenth Book of the Odyſſey: Neturn, ſays Telemachus to Eu- 
mens, but firſt take refrement; and Eumæus accordingly eats, and 
the Poet immediately adds, becauſe the Evening was come, or er- 
N, de,’) . However in no ſenſe can this word be brought 
to prove that the Greeks eat four times in the day: but if any per- 
fon will imagine that it ſignifies in that place an immediate meal, 
all that can be gather'd from it is, that Te/emackss out of kindneſs 

C5 E 19 
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Some well-known friend (Eumæus) bends this way; 
10 His ſteps I hear; the dogs familiar play. | 
While yet he ſpoke, the Prince advancing drew 
Nigh to the lodge, and now appear'd in view. 
Tranſported from his ſeat Eunmens ſprung, 
Drop'd the full bowl, and round his boſom hung; 
8 Kiſſing 


11 


EY 


to Enmens commands him to eat before the uſual hour of repaſt, 
before he leaves his palace: bur Heſychins rightly interprets it by 
To Jenuvey nafewy peo that is, eating his ſupper ; for as dem- 
vv and apooy fignity the dinner, ſo d'proy and d:iavoy denote the 
time of ſupper promiſcuouſſy. 

I will add no more, but refer the Reader for a full Explication 2 
of d,, up Y and Senuriy, to Lib. 8. Queftien 6. of Plat arch's 
Impoſiacs. 

v. 14. Drop'd the full bowl — Tn the original it is, 
Eumæus drop'd the bowl as he temper'd ic with water. It was 
cuſtomary not to drink wine unmix'd amongſt the antients ; there 
was no certain proportion obſery'd in the mixture, ſome to one 
veſſel of wine pour'd in two of water, others to two of wine, 
five of water. Hemer tells us that the wine of Maron was ſo 

ſtrong as to require twenty meaſures of water to one of wine; 
but perhaps this is ſpoken hyperbolically, to ſhew the uncom- 
mon ſtrength of it. The Lacedementans us'd to boil their wine 
till the fifch part was conſum'd, and then keeping it four years, 
drank it: but ſometimes the Grecians drank it without water (but 
this they call'd reproachfully exronu9irar, or to act like a Scythian, 
from whom they borrow'd the cuſtom.) It was uſual even for 
Children to drink wine thus temper'd, amongſt the Grecians; thus 
in this Book Eurymachus | | 


5 


I d ohen ippty, 
And Phenix in the gth of the Iliads, ſpeaking of Achille 
| be, le xur | 
Ion ys Kate wads, 
5 At 
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15 Kiſſing his cheek, his hand, while from his eye 
The tears rain'd copious in a ſhow'r of joy. 
As ſome fond fire who ten long winters grieves, 
From foreign climes an only ſon receives, 
(Child of his age) with ſtrong paternal joy 

20 Forward he ſprings, and claſps the fayourite boy : 
So round the youth his arms Eumæus ſpread, 
As if the grave had giv'n him from the dead. 

And is it thou? my ever dear delight! 

O art thou come to bieſs my longing fight! 

25 Never, I never hop'd to view this day, 
When o'er the waves you plow'd the deſp'rate way. 
Enter, my child! beyond my hopes reſtor'd, 
O pive theſe eyes to feaſt upon their lord. 
Enter, oh ſeldom ſeen! for lawleſs pow'rs 

30 Too much detain thee from theſe ſylvan bow'rs; 
The Prince reply'd; Eumæus, I obey; 
To ſeek thee, friend, I hither took my way. 


At Athens there was an altar erected to Bacchus 35125, becauſe 
from thus tempering the wine men return'd apright or ſober from 
entertainments ; and a law was enacted by Amphitryon, and atter- 
wards reviv'd by Solon, that no unmix'd wine ſhould be drank at 


any entertainment. 


C 6 But 
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But fay, if in the court the Queen reſide 
Severely chaſte, or if commenc'd a bride? 


if in the court the Queen reſide 

. Severely chaſte, or if commenc'd a bride ? 
Homer here makes uſe of a proverbial expreſſion, It may thus be 
literally tranſlated, | 


v. 33. 


Or ſay obſtinate no more to wed, 
She dcoms to ſpiders nets th' imperial bed? 


Telemachus means by this queſtion, if Penelope be determin'd no 
more to marry; for the marriage bed was eſteem'd ſo ſacred, that 
upon the deceaſe or abſence of the husband. it remain'd unus'd. 
Euſtathius quotes the ſame expreſſion from other Authors of 
Antiquity; thus Heſſoa, a | 


EK d' dlyiay arias a rx. | 


« You ſhall clear the veſſels from ſpiders webs“; meaning 
that yon ſhall have ſo full employment for your veſſels, that the ſpiders 
ſhall no more ſpread their looms there. And another Poet praying for 

eace, wiſhes ſpiders. may weave their nets upon the ſoldiers arms; 
eripss rang tidy ei Yar Nu, eipa v imiytras vigtaTa 
ved va Tos oor. Thus we find amongſt the Greeks it was an 
expreſſion of dignity, and apply'd to great and ſerious occaſions; 

I am not certain that it is ſo uſed by the Remans. Catullus uſes 4 


It jocoſely, ſpeaking of his empty. purſe. 


nam tui Catulli 
Plenns ſacculus oft arantarum. 


: Flantxs does the ſame in his Alularia : 


anne quis ædes auferat? 
Nam hic apud nos nihil eſt alind quæſi ſuribus, 
Ita inaniis ſunt cplet æ, atque araueis. 


T am not doubtful if it be not too mean an image for Engliſh 
Poetry. 


T hus 
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35 Thus He: and thus the Monarch of the Swains 3 
Severely chaſte Penelope remains, 
But loſt to every joy, ſhe waſtes the day 
In tedious cares, and weeps the night away. 
He ended, and (receiving as they paſs 
40 The javelin, pointed with a ſtar of braſs) 
They reach'd the dome; the dome with marble ſhin'd. 
His feat Ulyſſes to the Prince reſign'd. | 
Not ſfomm=="cxclaims the Prince with decent grace) 
For me, this houſe ſhall find an humbler place: | 
45 T'uſurp the honours due to filver hairs | 
And rev'rend ſtrangers, modeſt youth forbears. 
Inſtant the ſwain the ſpoils of beaſts ſupplies, 
And bids the rural throne with oſiers riſe. 
There fate the Prince: the feaſt Eumæus ſpread ; 
50 And heap'd the ſhining caniſters with bread. 


v. 43. Not fo | (exclaims the Prince] Nothing 
can more ſtrongly repreſent the reſpe& which antiquity paid to 
ſtrangers, than this conduct of Telemachns : Ulyſſes is in rags» in 
the diſguiſe of a beggar, and yer a Prince refuſes to take his ſeat. 
I doubt not but every good man will be pleas'd with ſuch in- 
ſtances of benevolence and humanity to his fellow-creatures ; one 
well natur'd action is preferable to a thouſand great ones, and Te- 
lemachus appears with more advantage upon this heap of hides | 
and ofiers, than a Tyrant upon his throne. | 

| . | 


Thick | 
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Thick o'er the board the plenteous viands lar. || « 
The frugal remnants of the former day. 
Then in a bowl he tempers gen'rous wines, * 
Around whoſe verge a mimic Ivy twines. 
5 And now, the rage of thirſt and hunger fled, 
Thus young Ulyſſes to Eumaæus ſaid. EY 
Whence father, from what ſhore this ſtranger, ſay ? 
What veſſel bore him o'er the wat'ry way? | 
To human ſtep our land impervious lies, 
60 And round the coaſt circumfluent oceans rife. 
The ſwain returns. A tale of ſorrows hear; 
In ſpacious Crete he drew his natal air: 
Long doom'd to wander o'er the land and main, 


For heav'n has wove his thread of life with pain. 


v. 52. The frugal remnants of the former day.] This enter- 
tainment is neither to be aſcrib'd ro parſimony nor poverty, but 
to the cuſtom and hoſpitality of former ages. It was a common 
expreſſion among the Greeks at table, leave ſomething for the Medes; 
intimating that ſometbing ought to be left for a gueft that might 
come accidentally. Plutarch in his 7th Book of the Smpeſ. Queſ- 
tion 3. commends this conduct. Emmaus (ſays that Author) 2 
| wiſe ſcholar of a wiſe maſter, is no way diſcompoſed, when Te- 
| lemachns pays him a viſit, he immediately ſets before him 


e Ly 5 rer bh ap ons N in 
* 7 » r 9 r . un 0 „n — 
F b ͤ Rt IC 


The frugal remnants of the former day, 


Beſides, the table was accounted ſacred to the Gods, and norh.ng 
that was ſacred was permitted to be empty, this was another 
reaſon why the Antients always reſery'd part of their proviſions, 
not ſolely out of hoſpitality to men; but piety to the Gods, 


Doe — — 


Half - 


5 j— — — — — — 
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65 Half. breathleſs *ſcaping to the land, he flew 
From Theſprot mariners, a murd'rous crew, 
To thee my ſon the ſappliant I reſign, 
I gave him my protection, grant him thine. 
Hard task, be cries, thy virtue gives thy friend, 
70 Willing to aid, unable to defend. . 
Can 


v. 70. Willing to aid,mm=_—_—_— I has been obſerv'd that 
Homer intended to give us the picture of a compleat Heroe in 
his two Poems, drawn from the characters of Achilles and Ulyſſes : 
Achilles has conſummate valour, but wants the wiſdom of Ulyſſes: 
Ulyſſes has eeurage, but courage inclining to caution and ſtratagem, 
as much as that of Achilles to rafhneſs. Virgil endeavour'd to form 
a compleat Heroe in ÆAneas, by joining in his perſon the for- 
ward Courage of Achilles with the wiſdom of Ulyſſes, and by this 
conduct gives us a perfect character. The ſame: obſervation holds 
good with reſpect to the ſubordinate characters introduc'd into the 

two Poems of the Had and Oayſſey; and makes an eſſential dif- 
ference between them; Thus the Liad exhibiting an example of 
heroic valour, almoſt all the characters are violent and heroic. 
Diomed, Ajax, Hedor, &c. are all chiefly remarkable for courage: 
But the Oayſſey being intended to repreſent the patience and wiſ- 
dom of an Heroe, almoſt all the characters are diftinguiſh'd by 
benevolence and humanity. Telemachns and Eumæus, Alcinous, 
Neſtor and Menelans are every where repreſented in the mild light 
of wiſdom and hoſpitality: This makes a continu'd difference of 
ſtyle in the Poetry of the two Poems, and the characters of the a- 
gents in the Odyſſey neceſſarily exhibit lectures of piety and mora- 
lity: The Reader ſhould keep this in his view. In reading Ho- 
mer, the Odyſſey is to be look'd upon as a ſequel of the Liad, and 
then he will find in the two Poems the perfection of human na- 
ture, conſummate courage joind with conſummate piety. He 
muſt be an unobſerving Reader, who has not taken notice of that 
Vein of humanity that runs thro' the whole Odyſſey; and a bad 
man, that has not been pleas'd with it. In my Opinion, Emens 
tending his herds is more amiable than Achilles in all his deſtruc- 
tive Glory, There is ſcarce a ſpeech made in the Odyſſey by Eu- 
menus, Teiemachns or Ulyſſes, but what tends to the — 


3 
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Can ſtrangers ſafely in the court reſide, 
Midſt the ſwell'd inſolence of luſt and pride? 
Ev'n I unſafe: The Queen in doubt to wed, 
Or pay due honours to the nuptial bed? 
75 Perhaps ſhe weds regardleſs of her fame, 
| Deaf to the mighty Uly/ean name. 
However, ſtranger! from our grace receive 


Such honours as befit a Prince to give; 
Sandals, a ſword, and robes, reſpe& to prove; 
So And ſafe to fail with ornaments of love. 
Till then, thy gueſt amid the rural train 


Far from the court, from danger far, 'detain. 

Tis mine with food the hungry to ſupply, 

And cloath the naked from th' inclement sky. LOC 
Sy Here dwell in ſafety from the ſuitors wrongs, 

And the rude inſults of ungovern'd tongues. _ 


of mankind : It was this that endear'd the Odyſſey to the an- 
tients, and Homer's ſentesces of morality were in every mouth, 
and introduc'd in all converſation for the better conduct of hu- 
man life. This Verſe was thus apply'd by ſome of the antients ; 
a perſon being ask'd what was the Duty of an Orator, or Pleader, 
anſwer'd from Homer, | 


Ady c, N Ts Tic ot po ND Erin. 


In ſhort, 1 will not deny but that the ILliad is by far the nobler 
Poem, with reſpect to the Poetry; it is fit to be read by Kings 
and Heroes; but the Odyſſey is of uſe to all mankind, as it teaches 
us to be good men rather then great, and to prefer morality to 


glory. 
Foy 
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For ſhould'ſt thou ſuffer, pow'rleſs to relieve 
I muſt behold it, and can only grieve. 
The brave encompaſs'd by an hoſtile train, 

90 O'erpow'r'd by numbers, is but brave in vain, 

To whom, while anger in his boſom glows, 

With warmth replies the man of mighty woes. 
Since audience mild is deign'd, permit my tongue 
At once to pity and reſent thy wrong. 

05 My heart weeps blood, to ſee a ſoul ſo brave 


Live to baſe inſolence of pow'r a ſlave. 
But tell me, doſt thou Prince, doſt thou behold 


And hear their midnight revels uncomtroul'd? 
Say, do thy ſubjects in bold faction riſe, 
100 Or prieſts in fabled Oracles adviſe? 


v. 92, With warmth replies the man of mighty woes.] There 


is not a more ſpirited ſpeech in all the Odyſſey than this of UH 


ſes ; his reſentment ariſes from the laſt words of Telemachns, ob- 


ſerves Enftathins : | 


The brave encompaſs' d by an heiile train, 
O'erpow'r'd by numbers, is but brave in vain. 


He is preparing his ſon for the deſtruction of the Suitors, and 
animating him againſt deſpair, by reaſon of their Numbers. This 
he brings about, by repreſenting that a brave man in a good cauſe 

refers death to diſhonour. By the ſame method Homer exalts 
the character of Ulyſſes : Telemachus thinks it impoſſible to reſiſt 
the Suitors, Ulyſſes not only reſiſts them, but almoſt without 
aſſiſtance works their deſtruction. There is a fine contraſt be- 
tween the try'd courage of Ulyſſes, and the inexperience of Tele- 
machus. | 


Or 
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Or are thy brothers, who #:041d aid thy pow'r, 


Turn'd mean deſerters in the needful hour? 
O that I were from great Ulyſes ſprung, 
Or that theſe wither'd nerves like thine were ſtrung ; 


tog Or heav'ns! might he return! (and ſoon appear 


He ſhall, I truſt ; a Heroe ſcorns deſpair) | 
| Might 


v. 105. — — ſoon ear 
He ſhall, I truſt; a ee opt 8 re] 4 

Some antient Critics, as Euſtathias informs us, rejected this Verſe, 
and thus read the paſlage : | | 


H Tai # Od uo e . it ne dunce ; 
Auris imur' d ilutio nein re dlddbmpres ꝙeit. 


Then the ſenſe will be, Oh that I were the ſon of Ulyſſes, or U- 
lyſles himſelf, 8c. | 

For, add they, if this Verſe be admitted, it breaks the tranſ- 

rt of Ulyſſes's reſentment, and cools the warmth of the expreſ- 

n; Euſtathius confeſſes that he was once of the ſame opinion, 
but afterwards ſeems dubious; for, continues he, Ulyſſes by Yaying, 
Oh that I were the ſon of Ulyfles, or Ulyſſes himſelf, gave room to 
ſuſpect that he was himſelf Ulyſſes; and therefore to efface this 
Impreſſion, he adds with great Addreſs, | 


(and ſoon appear 
He fhall, I truſt; a Heroe ſcorns deſpair) 


And by this method removes all jealouſy that might ariſe from 
his former expreſſion. Dacier miſrepreſents Euſtathius; ſhe ſays, 
Fl avoit donne lies à quelque ſubgon qu'il ne fuſt veritablement Uiyſ- 
ſe; whereas he directly ſays uy uTeprwdy dr ed ugocus tory 0 N- 
7h, that is, e he uſes this Expreſſion, that it may not be ſuſpec- 
&« ted that he is Ulyſſes who ſpeaks”: In reality he inſerts theſe 
words ſolely to avoid diſcovery, not judging it yet ſeaſonable to re- 
veal himſelf to Telemachns, much leſs to Eumans. 


— 
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20 
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Might he return, I yield my life a prey 
To my worft foe, if that avenging day 
Be not their, laſt: but ſhould I loſe my life 
10 Oppreſs'd by numbers in the glorious ſtrife, 
I chuſe the nobler part, and yield my breath 
Rather than bear diſhonour worſe than death ; 
Than ſee the hand of violence invade 
The reverend ſtranger, and the ſpotleſs maid; 


15 Than ſee the wealth of Kings conſum'd in waſte , 


The drunkards revel, and the gluttons feaſt. 
Thus he, with anger flaſhing from his eye; 
Sincere the youthful Heroe made reply. 
Nor leagu'd in ſactious arms my ſubjects riſe, 
20 Nor prieſts in fabled oracles adviſe; 


Nor are my brothers who ſhould aid my pow's 


Turn'd#mean deſerters in the needful hour. 

Ah me! I boaſt no brother; heav'n's dread King 
| Gives from our ſtock an only branch to ſpring: 
Þ25 Alone Laertes reign'd Arceſius heir, 

Alone Ulyſſes drew the vital air, 


v. 108, To my worſt foe] The words in Greek are 


coc, or, may I fall by the hand of a ſtranger; that is, by the 
worlt of enemies, foreigners being uſually the moſt barbarous 
enemies; This circumſtance therefore aggravates the calamity. 


Enftathins. 
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| | And I alone the bed connubial grac'd, b 
. And unbleſt offspring of a fire unbleſt! | \ 
| Each neighb'ring realm conducive to our woe / 
| I 30 Sends forth her peers, and every peer a foe: 
| ; | The court proud Samos and Dulichium fills, | 45 B 
1 And lofty Zacinth crown'd with ſhady hills. . 4 
| Ev'n 1thaca and all her Lords invade  - | 1 
| Th' imperial ſcepter, and the regal bed: 5 
135 The Queen averſe to love, yet aw'd by pow'r, 8 
F Seems half to yield, yet flies the bridal hour: 150 
i Mean-time their licence uncontroul'd I bear; | E 
Ev'n now they envy me the vital air: N 


But heav'n will ſure reyenge, and Gods there are, : 
140 But go, Ewmens! to the Queen impart 
Our ſafe return, and eaſe a mother's heart. 
Es + Yet 


v. 127. And I alone the bed connubia grac'd.] Homer men- 
tions but one ſon of Liyſſes; other authors name another, Arche- 
filans ; and Sophocles, Emylaus ſlain by Telemachns; but perhaps 


theſe deſcended not from Penelope, bur Concubines. Erſtathins. 8 

v. 140. But go, Eumæus! to the Queen impart] There is no- h; 
thing more wonderful in Homer, than the diſtribution of his in- A 
cidents; and how fully muſt he be poſſeſs'd of his whole ſubject, 0 
and take it in all at one view, to bring about the ſeveral parts of f 


it naturally? Minerva in the beginning of the fifreenth Book com- 
| manded Telamachns to diſpatch Exmens to Penelope, to inform her 3 
| of his return. Here this command is executed; but is this ail | 
W - the uſe the Poet makes of that Errand? It is evident it is not: 

This command furniſhes him wich a natural occaſion for the re- 


F moval of Eamæus while Ulyſſes diſcovers himſelf to Telemachus. 
- But why might not the diſcovery have been made before Eumæ- 
| | | | 115 


tin. ind mor 
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Yet ſecret go; for numerous are my foes, 


And here at leaſt I may in peace repoſe, of 


To whom the ſwain, I hear, and I obey: 

45 But old Laertes weeps his life away, oy 
And deems thee loſt: ſhall I my ſpeed employ 
To bleſs his age, a meſſenger of joy ? 

The mournful hour that tore his ſon away 

Sent the {ad fire in ſolitude to ſtray; 

zo Yet buſied with his ſlaves, to eaſe his woe, 

He dreſt the vine, and bad the garden blow, 

Nor food nor wine refus'd: but ſince the day 
That you to Pyles plow'd the wat'ry way, 

Nor wine nor food he taſtes; but ſunk in woes, 
155 Wild ſprings the vine, no more the garden blows, 
Shut from the walks of men, to pleaſure loſt, 
Penſive and pale he wanders half a ghoſt, 


us? It was ſuitable to the cautious character of Ulyſſes not to truſt 
the knowledge of his perſon to too many people: beſides, if he 
had here reveaPd himſelf ro Exmens, there would not have been 
room for the diſcovery which is made in the future parts of the 
6dyſſey, and conſequently the Reader had been robb'd of the plea- 
fire of ir: and it muſt be allow'd, that the ſeveral concealments 
and diſcoyeries of Ulyſſes thro* the 0yſſ*y add no ſmall pleaſure 
and beauty to it, 5 


Wretched 
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Wretched old man! ( with tears the Prince returns) 
Yet ceaſe to go what man ſo bleſt but mourns? 


160 Were every wiſh indulg'd by fay'ring skies, 


This hour ſhou'd give Ulyſſes to my eyes. 

But to the Queen with ſpeed diſpatchful bear 
Our fafe return, and back with ſpeed repair: - 
And let ſome handmaid of her train reſort 


165 To good Laertes in his rural court. 


— * 


v. 159. Tet ceaſe to go 
Euſtat hius reads the words differently, either dx1up:vov 7p, or 
2 Tip. If we uſe the former reading, it will be under- 

ood according to the recited tranſlation; if the latter, it muſt 


Laertes, though we 3 for him. I b 
ſhock'd at the words in the former ſenſe, and thought it cruel 
in Trlemachus not to relieve the ſorrows of Laertes, which were 


then be referr'd to Telemachns, and 7 5 | 2 ceaſe to inform 
uppoſe ſome Critics were 


occaſionꝰd chiefly thro* fondneſs to his perſon: Dacier is fully of 


this opinion: Eaſtathius prefers neither of the lections: I doubt 


not but Homer wrote «xyuperoy ; this agrees with the whole 
context. | . 


. Wretched old man (with tears the Prince returns) 
Zet ceaſe to ge. what man ſo bleſt but mourns * 
Were every wiſh indulg'd by fav ring skies, 
This hour ſhould give Ulyſſes to my eyes. 


And as for the crhtelty of Telemachns, in forbidding Eumæus to 
go to Laertes, there is no room for this objection: he guards a- 
gainſt it, by requeſting Penelope ro give him immediate Informa- 


tion; which might be done almoſt as ſoon by a meſſenger from 


her, as by Enmexs. Beſides, ſuch a meſſenger to Laertes would 
be entirely foreign to the Poem; for his knowledge of the return 
of Telemachns could contribute nothing to the deſign of the Oayſ- 
fey : Whereas the information given to Penelope has this effect; it 
puts the Suitors upon new meaſures, and inſtructs her how to 
regulate her own conduct with regard to them; and therefore the 
Poet judiciouſly dwells upon this, and paſſes over the —_ i 

2 / DLE 


what man fo bleſt but monrns !] 
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While yet he ſpoke, impatient of delay 
He brac'd his ſandals on, and ſtrode away: 


Then from the heav'ns the martial Goddeſs flies 
Thro? the wide fields of air, and cleaves the skies; 


170 In form, a virgin in ſoft beauty's bloom, 
' SkillV'd in th' illuſtrious labours of the loom. 


V: 170. In form, a virgin J Some of the antient 
Philoſophers thought the Poers guilty of impiety, in repreſenting 
the Gods aſſuming human appearances; Plato in particular (/b.2., 
de Repub.) ſpeaks with great ſeverity. If a God (fays that 


Author) changes his own ſhape, muſt he aſſume a more or le 


tc perfect form? undoubtedly a ſhape leſs perfect; for a Deity, as 
cc a Deity, can want no perfection; therefore all change muſt be 
ce for the worſe: now it is abſurd to imagine that a Deity can be 


e willing to aſſume imperfection, for this would be a degradation 


« unworthy of a divine Power, and conſequently it is abſurd to 
cc imagine that a Deity can be willing to change the form of 2 
e Deity; it therefore follows, that the Gods enjoying a perfection 
« of nature, muſt eternally and unchangeably appear in it“. Let 
no Poet therefore (meaning Homer) perſuade you that the Gods 
aſſume the form of ſtrangers, and are viſible in ſuch appearances. 
It muſt be confeſs'd, that if Plato had thus ſpoken only to refute 
che abſurd opinions of Antiquity, which imagin'd the Gods to 
aſſume unworthy ſhapes of bulls, dragons, ſwans, &c. only to 
erform ſome rape, or action unbecoming a Deity, reaſon would 
on his fide: But the argument proves too much; ſuppoſes 


that a Deity muſt loſe his perfections by any appearance, but of 


a Deity ; which is an error: If a God acts ſuitably to the cha- 
racter of a God, where is the degradation? Ariſtotle was of this 
judgment, in oppoſition to his maſter Plato; and thought it no 
diminution to a God to appear in the ſhape of man, the glory 
of the Creation : In reality, it is a great honour to Homer, that 
his opinions agree with the verity of the Scriptures, rather than 
the conjectures of Philoſophers ; nay, it is not impeffible bur theſe 
relations might be borrow'd from the ſacred Hiſtory: it being 
manifeſt that Homer had been in egypt, the native country of 
Moſes, in whoſe writings there are frequent inſtances of this 
nature. 
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Alone to 1:hacus ſhe ſtood diſplay d, 
But unappaſent as a viewleſs ſhade 
Eſcap'd Telemachus : (the pow'rs above 


175 Seen or unſeen, o'er-earth at pleaſure move) 
The dops intelligent confeſs'd the tread 


Of pow'r divine, and howling, trembling fled. 
The Goddeſs beck*ning waves her deathleſs hands ; 


Dauntleſs the King before the Goddeſs ſtands, 
Then 


v. 176. The dogs intelligent confeſs'd the tread 
Of pow'r divine 

This may ſeem a circumſtance unworthy of Poetry, and ridicu · 
lous to aſcribe a greater ſagacity to the brute creation, than to 
man; but it may be anſwer'd, that it was the deſign of the God- 
deſs to be inviſible only to Trlemachus, and conſequently ſhe was 


Viſible to the dogs. Bur I am willing to believe that there is a 


deeper meaning, and a beautiful moral couch'd under this ſtory : 
And perhaps Homer ſpeaks thus, to give us to underſtand, that the 
brute creation it ſelf confeſſes the divinity. Dacter. 

v. 178. The Goddeſs beck*ning waves her deathleſs hands.] The 
Goddeſs evidently acts thus, that Telemachus might not hear her 


ſpeak to Ulyſſes ; for this would have made the diſcovery, and 


precluded that beautiful interview between Ulyſſes and Telemachus 
that immediately follows. Ir is for the ſame reaſon that ſhe con- 
ceals herſelf from Telemachus, for the diſcovery muſt have been 
fully and convincingly made by the appearance and veracity of a 
Deity*; and then there could have been no room for all thoſe doubrs 
and fears of Telemachns, that enliven and beautify the manner of 
the diſcovery. The whole relation is indeed an allegory; The 
wiſdom of Ulyſſes (in Poetry, Minerva) ſuggeſts to him, that this 


zs a proper time to reveal himſelf ro Telemachns; the ſame wiſdom 


(or Minerva) inſtructs him to dreſs himſelf like a King, that he 
may find the readier credit with his ſon: In this dreſs he ap- 

ears a new man, young and beautiful, which gives occaſion ro 
Trlmachus to imagine him a Deity; eſpecially becauſe he was an 


infant when his father fail'd to Tro), and therefore though he now 
| - appears 


18 


18. 


190 


195 


VVG . 
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180 Then why (ſhe ſaid) O favour'd of the skies! 
Why to thy god-like ſon this long diſguiſe ? 
Stand forth reveal'd : with him thy cares employ 
Againſt thy foes; be valianr, and deſtroy! 
Lo I deſcend in that avenging hour, | 
185 To combat by thy fide, thy guardian pow'r. 
She faid, and o'er him wayes her wand of gold; 
Imperial robes his manly limbs infold: 
At once with grace divine his frame improves; 
At once with majeſty enlarg'd he moves : 
199 Youth fluſh'd his red'ning cheek, and from his brows 
A length of hair in fable ringlets lows; 
His black' ning chin receives a deeper ſhade: 
Then from his eyes upſprung the warrior-maid, 
The Heroe reaſcends : The Prince o'craw'd 
195 Scarce lifts his eyes, and bows as to a God. 


Then 


appears like Ulyſſes, Telemachus does not know kim to be his fa- 
cher. This is the naked ftory, when ſtripe of its poetical orna- 
ments. ; 
v. 194. | The Prince o'eraw'd 
Scarce lifts his eyes, and bows as to a God.] 
I muſt offer a remark in oppoſition to that of Dacier upon this 
place: © This fear of Telemachus (ſays that Author) proceeds from 
E the opinion of the Antients when the Gods came down viſibly ; 
<< they thought themſelves fo unworthy of ſuch a manifeſtation, 
e that whenever it happen'd, they believ'd they ſhould die, or 
c meet with ſome great calamity” : Thus the Iſraelites addreſs 
Moſes; Speak thos to ns, and we will hear, bat let not the Lord 
ſpeak to ns, leſt we dic. Thus allo Gideon; Alas. O Lord, my God, 
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Then with ſurprize (ſurprize chaſtis'd by fears) 
How art thou chang'd! (he cry'd) a God appears! - 
Far other veſts thy limbs majeſtic grace, | 
Far other glories lighten from thy face! 

200 If heav'n be thy abode, with pious care 

Lo! I the ready facrifice prepare: 

Lo! gifts of labour'd gold adorn thy ſhrine, : 
To win thy grace: O fave us pow'r divine! 


4 2 


JI 


becanſe I have ſeen an Angel of the Lord face to face, and the Lord 
faid to him, fear not, thon ſhalt not die. Hence it is very 
evident, that this notion prevail'd amongſt the 1/raelices : But how | 
does it appear that the Greeks held the fame opinion? The con- 
trary is manifeſt almoſt to a demonſtration : the Gods are intro- | 
duc'd almoſt in every book both of the 1/iad and Oayſſey; and yet 215 
there is not the leaſt foundation fur ſuch an aſſertion: nay» Tele- 
machus himſelf in the ſecond book returns thanks to Minerva for 
_ appearing to him, and prays for a ſecond viſion. 


O Gedaeſs who deſcending from the skies, 
Vouch ſaf d thy preſnce to my linging eyes; 
Hear from thy heav'ns above, O warrior Maid, 
Deſcend once more propitions to my aid. 


It is not to be imagined that Telemachus would have preferr'd this 
prayer, if the preſence of the Deity denoted death, or ſome great 
calamity; and all the Heroes throughout the 14ad eſteem ſuch in- 
tercourſes as their glory, and converſe with the Gods without any 
apprehenſions. But whence then proceeds this fear of Telemachus? 
entirely from a reverential awe and his own modeſty while he 
ſtands in the preſence of a Deity; for ſuch he believes Ulyſſes. - | 
The words of Telemachns agree With his behaviour; he tpeaks the 


language of a man in ſurprize: It is this ſurprize at the ſudden 224 
change of Uly/ſe:, that firſt makes him imagine bim a Deity, and J 

upon that imagination offer him ſacrifice and prayer; the whole . 
behaviour paints the nature of man under ſurprize, and which 


tranſports the ſpeaker into vehemence and emotion, N 
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Few are my days, Ulyſſes made reply, 
205 Nor I, alas! deſcendent of the sky. 
I am thy father. O my ſon! my ſont 
That father, for whoſe ſake thy days have run 
One ſcene of woe; to endleſs cares conlign'd, 
And outrag'd by the wrongs of baſe mankind, 
210 Then ruſhing to his arms, he kiſs d his boy 
With the ſtrong raptures of a parent's joy. 
Tears bathe his cheek, and tears the ground bedew: 
He ftrain'd him cloſe, as to his breaſt he grew. 
Ah me! (exclaims the Prince with fond deſire) 
215 Thou art not ao, thou can'ſt not be my fire. 


Heav'n ſuch illuſion only can impoſe, 
By the falſe joy to aggravate my woes. 
Who but a God can change the general doom, 
And give to wither'd age a youthful bloom ? 
:20 Late worn with years in weeds obſcene you trod, 
Now cloath'd in majeſty, you move a God! 
Forbear, he cry'd; for heav'n reſerve that name, 
Give to thy father but a father's claim: 
Other Ulyſſes ſhalt thou never ſez, 
B25 Lam Uh, I (my fon) am He. 
Twice ten fad years o'er earth and ocean toſt, 
Tis giv'n at length to view my native coaſt, 


22 Pallas, 
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| ſ Pallas, unconquer'd maid, my frame ſurrounds 


| { With grace divine; her pow'r admits no bounds: 
'F 230 She o'er my limbs old age and wrinkles ſhed; 
Now ſtrong as youth, magnificent I tread. 


The Gods with eaſe frail man depreſs, or raiſe, 
Exalt the lowly, or the proud debaſe. 


He ſpoke and fate. The Prince with tranſport flew, 
235 Hung round his neck, while tears his cheek bedew ; 
Nor leſs the father pour'd a ſocial flood ; 5 
They wept abundant, and they wept aloud. 
As the bold eagle with fierce ſorrow ſtung, 
Or parent vultur, m oui ns her raviſh'd young; 
They 


v. 238. As the bold eagle. J This is a beautiful 
compariſon ; but to take its full force, it is neceſſary to obſerve 
the nature of this 24v4 or vnltur: Homer does not compare Ulyſſes 
to that bird merely for its dignity, it being of the Aquiline kind, 

and therefore the King of birds; but from the knowledge of the 
nature of it, which doubles the beauty of the alluſion: This bird 
is remarkable for the love it bears towards its young : Tear:ng open 
her own thigh, ſhe feeds her young with her own blood: Thus alſo 


another Author ; 


Toy popey le pryov ric, Ive 
TaranTy oudis Ewnupers n. 


Femore exſccto, ſanguineo lactis defluxu, ſuos fetus refocillant. And 
the Egyptians made the vultur their hieroglyphic, to repreſent a 
compaſſionate nature. This gives a reaſon why this bird is in- 
troduc'd with peculiar propriety to repreſent the fondneſs of U- 

es for Telemachns. But where is the point of the fimilitude ? 
Hes embraces his ſon, but the vultur is faid to mourn the loſs 


of ber young: Euſtathius anſwers, that the ſorrow alone, and ve- 
| hemence 
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240 They cry, they ſcream, their unfledg'd brood a pr ey 


To ſome rude churl, and born by ſtealth away, 
So they aloud : and tears in tides had run, 
Their grief unfiniſh'd with the ſetting ſun; 

| | . But 


hemence of it, is intended to be illuſtrated by the compariſon; E 
think he fhould have added the affection Ulyſſes bears to Te- 
lemachus. ; | 

It is obſervable, that Homer inſerts very few ſimilitudes in his 
Oayſſey, tho? they occur frequently almoſt in every book of the 
Iliad. The Odyſſey is wrote with more ſimplicity, and conſequent- 
ly there is leſs room for alluſions, If we obſerve the fimilies 
themſelves inſerted in each Poem, we ſhall find the ſame diffe- 
rence: In the Liad they are drawn from lions, ſtorms; torrents, 


conflagrations; thunder, &c. In the Odyſſey, from lower objects, 
from an heap of thorns, from a ſhipwright plying the wimble, 


an armourer tempering iron, a matron weeping over her dying 
husband, Cc. The Similies are likewiſe generally longer in che 
Liad than the Odyſſey, and leſs reſemblance: between the thing il» 
luſtrated, and the illuſtration ; the reaſon, is, in the Ziad the ſimi- 
litudes are introduced ro illuſtrate ſome great and noble object, and 
therefore the Poet proceeds till he has rais'd ſome noble image 
to inflame the mind of the Reader; whereas in theſe calmer ſcenes 
the Poet keeps cloſer to the point of alluſion, and needs only to 
repreſent the object, to render it entertaining: By the former con- 
duct he rai ſes our admiration above the ſubject, by adding foreign 
embelliſhments; in the latter he brings the copy as cloſe as poſ- 
ſible to the original, to poſſeſs us with a true and equal image 
of it. 4, 

It has been objected by a French Critic, that Homer is blamea- 
ble far too great a length in his ſimilitudes; that in the heat of 
an action he ſtops ſhoxr, and turns to ſome illuſion, which calls 
off our attention from the main ſubject. Tis true, compariſons 
ought not to be too long, and are not to be plac'd in the heat of 
an action, as Mr. Dryden obſerves, but when it begins to de- 
cline: Thus in the firſt AÆAueis, when the ſtorm is in its fury, the 
Poet introduces no compariſon, becauſe nothing can be more im- 
petuous than the ſtorm it ſelf; but when the heat of the _— 

y 


tion abates, then leſt we ſhould cool roo ſoon, he renews it 


ſome- proper ſimilitude, which = keeps up our attention and 
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245 The Prince thus interrupts the ſolemn woe. 
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But checking the full torrent in its flow, 


What 


fixes the whole upon our minds. The fimilitude before us is thus 


ces at the concluſion of the Heroe's lamentation, and the Poec 
y this method leaves the whole deeply fix*'d upon the memory. 
Virgil has imitated this compariſon in his fourth Georgic, but 
very judiciouſly ſubſtiruted the nightingale in the place of the 
vultur, that bird being intcoduc'd to repreſent the mournful mu- 


ſic of Orpheus. 


Salis popnlea mærens Philome la ſub umbrà 
eAmiſſos queritur fetus quos durus arator 
Obſervans nido implumes detraxit; at illa 
Flet noctem, &c. 


Nothing can be ſweeter than this compariſon of Virgil, but the 


learned Huaetius thinks he has found a notorious blunder in it: 


This nightingale (ſays he) in the firſt line fits in the ſhade of a 
poplar; and yet in the fourth ſhe mourns by night, flet naZem, It 
is evident that Monſieur Hzet miſtakes the word umbra for the 
Made of the tree, which it caſts while the fun ſhines upon its 
whereas it only means that the bird ſings ſub foliis, or conceal'd 
in the leaves of it, which may be done by night as well as by 
day: But if it be thought that this is not a ſufficient anſwer, the 
paſſage may be thus underſtood: The nightingale mourning un- 
der the ſhade of a poplar, & c. ceaſes not all night, or 2 noctem; 
that is, ſhe begins her ſong in the evening by day, but mourns 
2 night. Either of cheſe anſwers are ſufficient for Virgil's vin- 
ication. 8 

v. 245. The Prince thus interrupts the _ woe.] It does 
not appear at firſt view why the Poet makes Telemachus recover 
himſelf from his tranſport of ſorrow ſooner than Uſyſſ?s : Is 
Telemachns à greater maſter of his paſhons ? or is it ro convince 
Ulyſſes of his ſon's wiſdom, as Euſtathius conjeftures? this can 
ſcarce be ſuppos'd, Ulyſſes being ſuperior in wiſdom. I would 
chuſe rather to aſcribe it to human nature; for it has been ob- 


ſerv'd, that affection ſeldom ſo ſtrongly aſcends, as it deſcends : 


the child ſeldom loves the father fo tenderly, as the father the 
child: This obſervation has been made from the remoteſt Anti- 
quity. And it is wiſely defign'd by the great Author of our Na- 
tures ; for in the common courſe of life, the child muſt bury the 

p | £0 Parent 3 
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What ſhip tranſported thee, O father ſay, 
And what bleſt hands have oar'd thee on the way? 
All, all (Uly/es inſtant made reply) | 
I tell thee all, my child, my only joy ! 
250 Phæacians bore me to the port aſſign'd, 
A nation ever to the ſtranger kind; 
Wrapt in th' embrace of ſleep, the faithful train 
Oer ſeas convey'd me to my native reign: 
Embroider'd veſtures, gold, and braſs are laid 
255 Conceal'd in caverns in the ſylvan ſhade. 
Hither, intent the rival rout to ſlay 
And plan the ſcene of death, I bend my way : 
So Pallas wills but thou, my ſon, explain 
The names, and numbers of th' audacious train; 


260 Tis mine to judge if better to employ 
Aſſiſtant force, or ſingly to deſtroy... 


parent; it is therefore 2 merciful diſpenſation, that the rye 
of blood and affetion ſhould be looſen'd by degrees, and nor 
torn violently aſunder in the full ſtrength of it. It is expected 
that aged perſons ſhould die, their loſs therefore grows more fa- 
miliar to us, and it loſes much of its horror through the long ex- 
pectation of it, | 
v. 250, Phæacians bore me to the port afſign'd.] Here is a re- 
petition of what the Reader knows encirely, from many parts of 
the preceding ſtory ; but it being neceſſary in this place, the Poet 
judiciouſly reduces it into the compaſs of fix lines, and by this 


method avoids prolixity. Euſtathius. 


D 4 | Ober 
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Oeer earth (returns the Prince) reſounds thy name, 
Thy well-try'd wiſdom, and thy martial fame, 
Yet at thy words I ſtart, in wonder loſt; 


265 Can we engage, not decads, but an hoſt ? 


Can we alone in furious battle ſtand, 

Againſt that num'rous, and determin'd band ? 
Hear then their numbers: From Dulichium came 
Twice twenty fix, all peers of mighty name, 


270 Six are their menial train: twice twelve the boaſt 


Of Samos; twenty from Zacynthus coaſt : 


And twelve our country's pride; to theſe belong 
 Medon and Phemins sk ill'd in heay'nly ſong. 


v. 268. Fear then their numbers, ] According to 
this catalogue, the Suitors with their attendants (the two ſewers, 
and Medon, and Phemiss) are a hundred and eighteen; but the 
two laſt are not to be taken for the enemies of Ulyſſes; and there» 
fore are not involv'd in their puniſhment in the concluſion of the 
Oayſſey. Enſtathins, | | 

Spondanns miſtakes this paſſage egregioufly. 


Midwy rf i Files dord'e. 


He underſtands it thus, «© Medon who was an Herald and a di- 
cc vine bard.” Præco anus qui & idem Muſicus: *Tis true, the 
conſtruction will bear this interpretation; bur it is evident from 
the latter part of the 22d Odyſſey, that the KipvyZ and the 'Aud's 
were two perſons, namely, Meadon and Phemins: Medon acts all 
along as a friend to Penelope and Telemachns, and Phemins is at- 
firm'd to be derain'd by the Suitors involuntarily, and conſequent- 
Iy they are both guiltleſs, | 
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Two ſew'rs from day to day the revels wait, 


275 Exact of taſte, and ſerve the feaſt in ſtate. 


With ſuch a foe th' unequal fight to try, 
Were by falſe courage unreveng'd to die. 
Then what aſſiſtant pow'rs you boaſt, relate, 
Ere yet we mingle in the ſtern debate. 


280 Mark well my voice, Ulyſſes ſtrait replies: 


What need of aids, if favour'd by the skies? 
If ſhielded to the dreadful fight we move, 
By mighty Pallas, and by thund'ring Jove. 
_ Sufficient they (Telemachus rejoin'd) 
285 Againſt the banded pow'rs of all mankind: 
They, high enthron'd above the rolling clouds, 
Wither the ſtrength of man, and awe the Gods. 
Such aids expect, he cries, when ſtrong in might 
We riſe terrific to the task of fight. 
| But 


v. 282, Such aids exped?, he cries, when ſtrong in might 

We riſe terrific to the tak of ſight.] 
This whole diſcourſe between Ulyſſes and Teiemachus is introduc'd 
to prepare the Reader for the Cataſtrophe of the Poem: Homer 
judiciouſly intereſts Heaven in the cauſe, that the Reader may 
not be ſurpriz'd at the event, when he ſees ſuch numbers fall by 
the hands of theſe Heroes; he conſults probability, and as the 
Poem now draws to a concluſion, ſets the aſſiſtance of Heaven full 
before the Reader. 

It. is likewiſe very artful to let us into ſome knowledge of the 
event of the Poem; all care muſt be taken that it be rather gueſs'd 
than known, If it be entirely 1 2 the Reader finds nothing 

: 7 ne 


$2 HOMER's ODYSSEY Book XVI. 


290 But thou, when morn ſalutes th' aerial plain, 


The court reviſit and the lawleſs train: 
Me thither in diſguiſe Eumæus leads, 


An aged mendicant in tatter'd weeds. 
| There, 


new to awaken his attention; if on the contrary it be ſo intri- 
cate, that the event cannot poſſibly be gueſs'd at, we wander in 
the dark, and are loſt in uncertainty, The art of the Poet con- 
fiſts not in concealing the event entirely; but when it is in ſome 
meaſure foreſeen, in introducing ſuch a number of incidents that 
now bring us almoſt into the fight of it, then by new obſtacles 
perplex the ſtory to the very concluſion of the Poem; every ob- 
ftacle, and every removal of it fills us with ſurprize, with plea- 
ſure or pain alternately, and conſequently calls up our whole at- 
cention, This is admirably deſcrib'd by Vida, lib. 2. 


Exentus nonnallis ſæpe canendo 
Tudiciis porro oftendunt in luce maligna 
Snbluſtrique aliquid dant cernere noctis in umbr;. 


Th' event ſhould glimmer with a dubious ray, 
Not hid in clouds, nor glare in open day. 


This rule he afterwards illuftraces by a very happy ſimilitude. 


Hand aliter longinqua petit qui forte viator 

Mania, ſi poſitas altis in collibus avces 

Nunc etiam dubias oculis videt, incipit ultro 

Lætior ire viam, placidumque urgere laboreni, 
Suam cum nuſynam ullæ cernuntur quas adit arces, 
Obſcrrum ſed iter tendit convallibus imis. 


The conduct both of Virgil and Homer arę agreeable to this obſer- 
vation; for inſtance, Anchiſes and Tireſias in the ſhades, foretel 


e/Eneas and Ulyſſes that all their troubles ſhall end proſperoully, 


that the one ſhall found the Roman Empire, the other regain his 
kingdoms ; but the raeans being kept conceal'd, our appetite is 


rather whetted than cloy'd, to know by what means theſe events 
are 


29) 
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There, if baſe ſcorn inſult my rey'rend age, 


295 Bear it my ſon! repreſs thy riſing rage: 


If outrag'd, ceaſe that outrage to repel, 
Bear it my ſon! howe'er thy heart rebel. 


are brought about: Thus, as in Yi4a's alluſion, they ſhew us tie 

City at a great diſtance, but how we are to arrive at it, by what 
roads they intend to guide us to it, this they keep conceal'd; the 
journey diſcovers itſelf, and every ſtep we advance leads us for-- 
ward, and ſhews where we are to take the next; neither does- 
the Poet directly lead us in the ſtrait path, ſometimes we are as it 
were in a labyrinth, and we know not how to extricate our ſelves 
out of it; ſometimes he carries us into by-ways, and we almoſt 
loſe fight of the dire& way, and then ſuddenly they open into the - 
chief road, and convey us to the journey's end. In this conſiſts 
the skill of the Poet; he muſt form probable intricacies, and then 
folve them probably; he muſt ſer his Heroe in dangers, and 
then bring him out of them with honour. This obſervation is 
neceſlary to be apply'd to all thoſe paſſages in the Odyſſey, where 
the event of it is obſcurely foretold, and which ſome taſteleſs Cri- 
tics have blam'd, as taking away the curioſity of the Reader by 
an unſeaſonable diſcovery. 

v. 296, If outrag d, ceaſe that outrage to repel, 
Bear it my ſon. howe er thy. heart rebel. |] : 

Plutarch in his Treatiſe upon reading Poems, obſerves the wiſ- 
dom of Ulyſſes in theſe inſtructions; He is the perſon who is 
more immediately injur*d, yet he nor only reſtrains his own re- 
ſentment, but that of Telemachns: He perceives that his ſon is in 
danger of flying out into ſome paſſion, he therefore very wiſely 
arms him againſt it. Men do not put bridles upon horſes 
when they are already running with full ſpeed, but they bridle: 
them before they bring them out to the race: This very well il- 
luſtrates the conduct of Ulyſſes ;- he fears the youth of Telemachus 
may be too warm, and through an unſeaſonable ardour at the fight 

of his wrongs, betray him to his enemies; he therefore perſuades 
him to patience and calmneſs, and pre-diſpoſes his mind with ra- 
tional conſiderations to enable him to encounter his paſſions, and 
govern his reſentment. 
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300 For wicked ears are deaf to wiſdom's call, 
And vengeance ſtrikes whom heay'n has doom'd to fall. 
Mi. Once more attend: When * ſhe whoſe pow'r inſpires 


Her va. 
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Yet ſtrive by pray'r and counſel to reſtrain 
Their lawleſs inſults, tho? thou ſtrive in vain : 


The thinking mind, my ſoul to vengeance fires; 
I give the ſign: that inſtant, from beneath, 


305 Aloft convey the inſtruments of death, 


Armour and arms; and if miſtruſt ariſe, 
Thus veil the truth in plauſible diſguiſe. 

« Theſe glittering weapons, ere he fail'd to Troy 
& Ulyſſes view'd with ſtern heroic joy; 


310 «© Then, beaming o'er th' illumin'd wall they ſhone; 


7 Now duſt diſhonours all their luſtre gone. 
I bear them hence (ſo Feve my ſoul inſpires) 
From the pollution of the fuming fires; 


That inf. ant, from beneath, 


v. 304. 
Aloft convey the inſtruments of death.] 


- Theſe ten lines occur in the beginning of the nineteenth book, 


and the antients (as Exſtathins informs us) were of f that 
they are here plac'd improperly ; for how, ſay they, ſhould Ulyſſes 
know that the arms were in a lower apartment, when he was in 
the country, and had not yer ſeen his Palace? But this is no real 
objection; his repolirory of arms he knew was in the Iower a- 
partment, and therefore it was rational to conclude that the arms 
were init. The verſes are proper in both places; here Ulyſſes 
prepares Tetemachus againſt the time of the execution of his de- 
ligns ; in the nineteenth book that time is come, and thei efore he 
repeats his inſtructions, 


Leit 
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Tiiemachus; this would have been like diſcovering the plot be- 
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et Leſt when the bow] inflames, in vengeful mood 


315% Ye ruſh to arms, and ſtain the feaſt with blood; 


« Oft ready ſwords in luckleſs hour incite 

« The hand of wrath, and arm it for the fight. 
Such be the plea, and by the plea deceive: 

For Fove infatuates all, and all believe. 


320 Yet leave for each of us a ſword to wield, 


A pointed javelin, and a fenceful ſhield. 


But by my blood that in thy boſom glows, 


By that regard a ſon his father owes; 


The ſecret that thy father lives, retain 
325 Lock'd in thy boſom! from the houſhold train; 


Hide 


v. 316. Of ready ſwords in lucklefs Hour incite 
The hand of wrath, and arm it for the fight.| 

This ſeems to have been a proverbial expreſſion, at leaſt it has 
been ſo uſed by latter writers: The obſervation holds true to this 
day, and it is manifeſt that more men fall by the ſword in coun- 
tries where the inhabitants daily wear ſwords, then in thoſe where 
a ſword is thought no part of dreſs or ornament. Dacier, 
V. 324. The ſecret that thy father lives, retain 

Lock*d in thy boſon=on——_] | 

This injunction of fecrecy is introduc'd by Ulyſſes with the utmoſt 
ſolemnity; and it was very neceſſary that it ſhou'd be ſo; the 
whole hopes of hrs re-eſtabliſhment depending upon it: Beſides, 
this behaviour agrees with the character of Ulyſſes, which is re- 
markable for diſguiſe and concealment. The Poer makes a fur- 
ther uſe of it; namely, to give him an opportunity to deſcribe at 
large the ſeveral diſcoveries made to Penelope. Laertes, and Eu- 
mens perſonally by Ulyſſes, in the ſequel of the Oey which are 
no ſmall ornaments to it; yer muſt have been omitted, or have loſt 
their effect, if the return of Uſes had been made known dy 


fore 
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Hide it from all; ev'n from Eumaus hide, 
From my dear father, and my dearer bride, 
| One care remains, to note the loyal few 
| Whoſe faith yet laſts among the menial crew; 
a 3 And noting, ere we riſe in vengeance prove 
| Who loves his Prince; for ſure you merit love. 
x To whom the youth : To emulate I aim 
| The brave and wiſe, and my great father's fame. 
But re-conſider, ſince the wiſeſt err, 
335 Vengeance reſoly'd: tis dang'rous to defer. 
What length of time muſt we conſume in vain, 


1 


Too curious to explore the menial train? 
While the proud foes, induſtrious to deſtroy 
Thy wealth in riot, the delay enjoy. 

340 Suffice it in this exigence alone 

To mark the damſels that attend the throne : 


fore the beginning of the play. At the ſame time this direction is 
an excellent rule to be obſerv'd in management of all weighty 
affairs, the ſucceſs of which chiefly depends upon ſecrecy. - 
v. 334. Bt re- conſider — | The Poet here deſcribes 
' Telemachns rectifying the judgment of Ulyſſes ; Is this any diſ- 
paragement to that Heroe? It is not, bur an exact repreſentation 
of human nature; for the wiſeſt man may receive, in particular 
caſes, inſtructions from men leſs wiſe; and the eye of the un- 
derſtanding in a young man, may fometimes ſee further than that 
of age; that is, in the language of the Poet, a wiſe and mature 
Ulyſſes may ſometimes be inſtructed by a young and unexperienc'd 


Telemachus. 


Diſ pers'd 


34: 


— 
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Diſpers'd the youth reſides; their faith to prove 
Fore grants henceforth, if thou haſt ſpoke from ove, 
While in debate they waſte the hours away, 
345 Th' aſſociates of the Prince repaſs'd the bay; 


v. 343. F thou haſt ſpore from 3 The expreſſion in the 
Greek is obſcure, and it may be ask'd, to what refers Ae Tipar? 
Dacier renders it, Sil vray que vous ayex vit un Prodige; or * if it 
<« be true that you have ſeen a prodigy: Now there is no men- 
tion of any prodigy ſeen by Ulyſſes in all this interview, and this 

orcaſions the obſcurity; but it is imply*d, for Ulyſſes directly pro- 
miſes the aſſiſtance of Jupiter; and how could he depend upon it, 
but by ſome prodigy from Jupiter? Euſtatbius thus underſtands the 
words; Tiga, eg & comwprivec e djpaiilipe Toy A, Hpalv £049 als 
And then the meaning will be, „If the prodigy from Jupiter be 
ce evident, there is no occaſion to concern our ſelves about rag 

e houſhold train.“ But then does not that expreſſion imply doubt; 
2nd a jealoſy, that Ulyſſes might poſſibly depend too much upon 
ſupernatural aſſiſtance? It only infinuates, that he ought to be cer- 
rain in the interpretation of the prodigy, but Telemachus refers 
himſelf entirely to Ulzes, and acquieſces in his judgment. 

v. 345. Th* Aſſociates of the Prince repaſs'd the bay.] It is ma- 
nifeſt that this veſſel had ſpent the evening of the preceding days 
the whole night and part of the next morning, in ſailing from 
the place where Telemachus embark' d: For it is neceſſary to re- 
member that Telemachns to avoid the Suitors had been obliged 
to fetch a large compaſs, and land upon the northern coaft of 
Tthaca ; and conſequently the veſſel was neceſſitated to double the 
whole Iſle on the weſtern fide to reach the Ithacan bay. This is 
the reaſon that it arrives not till the day afterwards, and that the 
Herald di ſpatched by the aſſociates of Te!emachzs, and Eumæus from 
the country, meet upon the road, as they go to carry the news of 
the return of Trlemachus to Penelope. It is likewiſe evident that 
the lodge of Eumæus was not far diſtant from the place; for he 
ſets out toward the City after eating in the morning, and paſſing 
ſome time in conference with Trlimachus, delivers his meſſage, 
and returns in the evening of the ſame day. 


With 
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With ſpeed they guide the veſſel to the ſhores; 
With ſpeed debarking land the naval ſtores; 


Then faithful to their charge, to Chytius bear, 


And truſt the preſents to his friendly care. 


350 Swift to the Queen a herald flies t' impart 


it 


355 


Her ſon's return, and eaſe a parent's heart; 

Leſt a ſad prey to ever - muſing cares, 

Pale grief deſtroy what time a while forbears. 
Th' uncautious Herald with impatience burns, 

And cries aloud, Thy ſon, oh Queen returns: 

Eumaus ſage approach'd th* imperial throne, 

And breath'd his mandate to her ear alone, 


v. 355. And cries alond, Thy ſon, oh Queen, returns.) This lit- 
tle circumſtance diſtinguiſhes characters, and gives variety to Po- 
etry: Ir is a kind of painting, which always varies its figures by 
fome particular ornament, or attitude, ſo as no two figures are 


alike: The contrary conduct would make an _ confuſion both 
0 


in Poetry and Painting, and an indiſtinction of perſons and cha- 
racters. I will not promiſe tnat theſe particularities are of equa! 
beauty, as neceſſity, eſpecially in modern languagues; the Greek is 


always flowing, fonorous and harmonious; the language, like 


leaves, oftentimes conceals barrenneſs, and a want of fruit, and 
renders the ſenſe at leaſt: beautiful, if not profitable; this is want- 


ed in ſome degree in Engliſh Poetry, where it is not always in 


our power to conceal the nakedneſs with ornaments: This par- 
ticularity before us is of abſolute neceſſity, and could not well be 
avoided ; the indiſcretion of the Herald in ſpeaking aloud, diſco- 
vers the return of Teſcmachus to the Suitors, and ts the incident 
that brings about their following debates, and furniſhes out the 
entertainment of the ſucceeding part of this book, 


Then 


370 


315 


380 
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Then meaſur d back the way The ſuitor band 

Stung to the ſoul, abaſh'd, confounded ſtand; 
360 And iſſuing from the dome, before the gate, 

With clouded looks, a pale aſſembly ſate. 

At length Eurymachus. Our hopes are vain; 
Telemachus in triumph ſails the main. | 
Haſte, rear the maſt, the ſwelling ſhroud diſplay; 

365 Haſte, to our ambuſh'd friends the news convey ! 
| Scarce had he ſpoke, when turning to the ſtrand 
Am phinomus ſurvey'd th' aſſociate band; 
Full to the bay within the winding ſhores 
With gather'd ſails they ſtood, and lifted oars. 
370 O friends! he cry'd, elate with riſing joys 
See to the port ſecure the veſſel fly! 
Some God has told them, or themſelves ſurvey . 
The bark eſcap'd; and meaſure back their way. 
Swift at the word deſcending to the ſhores, 
375 They moor the veſſel and unlade the ſtores: 
Then moving from the ſtrand, apart they fate, 
And full and frequent, form'd a dire debate, 

Lives then the boy? he lives, (Autinous cries). 
The care of Gods and fav'rite of the skies. 

380 All night we watch' d, till with her orient wheels 
Aurora flam'd above the eaſtern hills, 
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And from the lofty brow of rocks by day 

Took in the ocean with a broad ſurvey: 
Yet ſafe he fails! the pow'rs coeleſtial give 

385 To ſhun the hidden ſnares of death, and live. 

But die he ſhall, and thus condemn'd to bleed 
Be now the ſcene of inſtant death decreed : 
Hope ye ſucceſs ? undaunted cruſh the foe. 
Is he not wiſe? know this, and ſtrike the blow. 


390 Wait ye, till he to arms in council draws 


The Greeks, averſe too juſtly to our cauſe ? 
Strike, 


v. 391. The Oreeks, averſe too juſtly to our cauſe.) This verſe 
is inferred with great judgment, and gives an air of probability 
to the whole relation; for if it be ask'd why the Suitors defer to 
ſeine the ſupreme power, and to murder Telemachns, they being 

ſo ſuperior in number? Antinons himſelf anſwers, that they fear 
the people, who favour the cauſe of Telemachns, and would revenge 
his injuries: Tis for this reaſon that they form'd the ambuſh by 


his return from the country: they dare not offer open violence, 
and therefore make uſe of treachery. This ſpeech of Antinons 
forms a ſhort under-plot to the Poem; it gives us pain (ſays Eu- 
 ftathins) for Telemachns , and holds us in ſuſpenſe till the intima- 
cy is unravell'd by Amphinemns. | | 
The whole harangue is admirable in Homer: the diQtion is ex- 


Cipitation; His mind is in agitation and diſorder, and conſequent- 

ly his language is abrupt, and not allowing himſelf time to ex- 

plain his thoughts at full length, he falls into ellipſes and abbre- 
contempt and reſentment will not permit him to mention his 
name, he therefore calls him Toy avdpa ; thus in pies Katcy Fu 
diduxa is underſtood; thus likewile in this verſe, 


ſea; and for this reaſon Antinous propoſes to intercept him in 


cellencly ſuired to the temper of Antinous, who ſpeaks with pre- 


viations, For inſtance, he is to ſpeak againſt Telemachus, but his 


"AXA | 


39 


400 


49) 
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Strike, ere the States conven'd the foe betray, 
Our murd'rous ambuſh on the wat'ry way. 
Or chuſe ye vagrant from their rage to fly 
395 Outcaſts of earth, to breathe an unknown sky? 
The brave prevent misfortune; then be brave, 
And bury future danger in his grave. 
Returns he? ambuſh'd' we'll his walk invade, 
Or where he hides in ſolitude and ſhade: 
400 And give the Palace to the Queen a dow'r, 
Or him ſhe bleſſes in the bridal hour. 
But if ſubmiſſive you reſign the ſway, 
Slaves to a boy, go, flatter and obey. 
Retire we inſtant to our native reign, 
40% Nor be the wealth of Kings conſum'd in vain, 


5 


A dame Tpiy he cpanyupio ao Neri dN, 
Eic ayopny 


= » n 


the word Gao pevoropry, or ct muſt be underſtood, to make 
the ſenſe intelligible. Thus alſo after ei d Upiy ide oe, agay- 
Jay, to make Ane in the next ſentence begin it ſignificantly, 
we muſt ſupply ua & Sox? aac 6 5c; then the ſenſe is com- 
_ pleat; If this opinion diſpleaſe, and his death appear not honour able, 
but you would have him Hve, Sc. otherwiſe , muſt 
be conſtru'd like ea: e Jt ; and laſtly, to image the diſorder of 
Antinous more ſtrongly, Homer inſerts a falſe quantity, by making 
the firſt ſyllable in Ehe ſhorr, Antinous attends not, thro? the 
violence of his ſpirir, to the words he utters, and therefore falls 
into this error, which excellently repreſents it. It is impoſſible to 
retain theſe Ellipſes in the tranſlation, bur I have endeavour'd to 
ſhew the warmth of the ſpeaker, by putting the words into Inter- 
rogations, Which are always utter'd with vehemence, and ſigns of 


hurry and precipitation, 44 | 
| 9 Then 


w 


JOE. 
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Then wed whom choice approves : the Queen be giv'n 
To ſome bleſt Prince, the Prince decreed by Heav n. 

| Abaſh'd, the ſuitor train his voice attends; 

Till from his throne Amphinomus aſcends. 


410 Who o'er Dulichium ſtretch'd his ſpacious reign, 


A land of plenty, bleſt with every grain: 

Chief of the numbers who the Queen addreſt, 
And tho' diſplealing, yet diſpleaſing leaſt, 
Soft were his words; his actions wifdom fway'd; 


41 5 Graceful a-while he paus'd, then mildly ſaid. 


O friends forbear! and be the thought withſtood; 
*Tis horrible to ſhed imperial blood ! 
Conſult we firſt th'all- ſeeing pow'rs above, 
And the ſure oracles of righteous Jove. 

: | | If 


v. 413. And tho diſplea "wY yet diſpleaſing leaſt, } We are not 


to gather from this expreſſion, that Penelope had any particular 
tenderneſs for Amphizomns, but it means only that he was a per- 
ſon of ſome juſtice and moderation. At firſt view, there ſeems no 
reaſon why the Poet ſhould diſtingutſh. Amphinomss from the reſt 
of the Suitors, by giving him this humane character; but in rea- 
lity there is an abſolute neceſſity for it. Telemachus is doom'd to 
die by Antinexs : here is an intrigacy form'd, and how is that He- 
roe to. be preſery'd with probability? The Pbet aſcribes a greater 
degree of tenderneſs and moderation to one of the Suitors, and 
by this method preſerves Telemachus. Thus we ſee the leaſt cir- 
cumſtance in Homer has its uſe and effect; the art of a good 
yon is viſible in che ſmalleſt sketch, as well as in the largeſt 

aught. ä 

v. 419. And the ſve oracles of righteous Jove.] Strato, lib. 7. 
quotes this verſe of Homer, and tells us that ſome Critics thus reads 
ic. ö 
1 E= 


420 


425 
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420 If they aſſent, ev'n by this hand be dies; 


If they forbid, I war not with the skies. 

He faid: The rival train his voice approv'd, 
And riſing inſtant to the Palace moy'd. 
Arriv'd, with wild tumultuous noiſe they fate 
425 Recumbent on the ſhining thrones of ſtate. 


E A x" eu v Arts peyote = Set. 


preferring 2% p21 to Jepuects; for, add they, Deportes no where in 
Homer ſignifies Oracles, but conſtantly laws or councils. Tmarss 
or Twnarus was a mountain on which the oracle of Jupiter ſtood, 
and in proceſs of time it was uſed ro denote the Gracles them- 
ſelves. Tepee is form'd like the word %ep5%, the former ſigni- 
fies cuſtos Tmari, the latter cuſtos domus: in this ſenſe, Ampbino- 
mus adviſes to conſult the Dodoncan oracles, which were given 
from the mountain Jnarus But, adds Strabo, Homer is to be under- 
ſtood more plainly; and by Si, the councils, the will and de- 
ciſions of the oracles are 3 for thoſe deciſions were held as 
laws; thus Sν], as wells as Tewrts, bignifies the Dodonean O- 
racles. | | 


Ex Jputs ulixopror Arie Pebiv £7 dKs7as. 
. Neither is it true (obſerves the Scholiaſt upon Strabo) that S 


never ſignifies Oracles in Homer: for in the Hymn to Apollo (and 
Thucydides quotes that hymn as Homer's) the poet thus uſes it, 


ty ENNEDE FEUITAS 


e A — | 
Strabo himſelf uſes I:puctiay in this ſenſe, Ab. 17. and in the ora- 
cles that yet are extant, Demo frequently ſignifies oracula red- 
dere: and in Mlian (continues the Scholiaſt) /7b. 3. chap, 43, 44. 
* o Sepuroeuow, ſignifies non tibi oracula reddam; and Heſychins 
renders N, by ,,] Apis u, Prophecy or Oracles, 


Then 
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| The Medon, conſcious of their dire debates, 
The murd'rous council to the Queen relates. 


v. 426. Medon, conſcions of their dire debates.] After 
this Verſe Enſtathins recites one that is omitted in moſt of the 
late editions as ſpurious at leaſt improper. | 


"Avis To Wor, 01.4" ind fs prom U pen 


That is, Medon was out of the court, whereas the Suitors form'd 


their council within it; The line is really to be ſuſpe&ed ; for a 


little above, Homer directly tells us, that the Suitors left the Palace, 


Then i xing from the dome, before the gate 
With clouded looks, a pale aſſembly ſate. 


It is likewiſe very evident that they ſtood'in the openair, for they 
diſcover the ſhip returning from the ambuſh, and failing into 


the bay. How then can it be ſaid of the Suitors, that they form'd 
their aſſembly in the court, oi d dude Aανντε U ο2̈ Beſides, 


continues Dacier, they left the palace, and placed themſelves under 
the lofty wall of it, | | r 


E d Mago Geb. Taps piye TN de. 


How then is it poſſible to ſee the ſhip entring the port, when 
this wall muſt neceſſarily obftru& the fight? The two verſes there- 
fore evidently contradict themſelves, and one of them muſt conſe- 
quently, be rejected : ſhe would have the line read chus ; 


Abdi 20g twv, ur d Zlobz, &cc. 


But all the difficulty vaniſhes by taking Aua, as it is frequently 

uſed, to denote any place open to the air, and conſequently not 
the court, but the court- yard, and this is the proper en 
of the word. Then Medon may ſtand on the outſide of the wall 
of the court - yard, Abc inv, and over-hear the debates of the 
Suitors who form their council within it, or de U upzivor. 
And as for the wall intercepting the view of the Suitors, this is 
merely conjecture; and tis more rational to imagine that the cour:- 
yard was open ſ-award, that ſo beautiful a proſpect as the ocean 
might not be ſhut up from the palace of a King; or at leaſt, the 
palace might Rand upon ſuch an eminence as to command the 


2 8 Touch'd 


445 
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Touch'd at the dreadful ſtory ſhe deſeends ; 

Her haſty ſteps a damſel train attends. ; 
430 Full where the dome its ſhining valves expands, 

Sudden before the rival powers ſhe ſtands: 

And velling decent with a modeſt ſhade 

Her cheek, indignant to Antinous ſaid. 

O void of faith! of all bad men the worſt! 

135 Renown'd for wiſdom, by th abuſe accurſt ! 


Miſtaking fame proclaims thy generous mind! 
Thy deeds denote thee of the baſeſt kind. 
Wretch! to deſtroy a Prince that friendſhip gives, 
While in his gueſt his murd'rer he receives: 
% Nor dread ſuperior Fove, to whom belong 
The cauſe of ſuppliants, and revenge of wrong. 
Haſt thou forgot, (ingrateful as thou art) 
Who ſav'd thy father with a friendly part? 
Lawleſs he ravag'd with his martial pow'rs 
1445 The Taphian pyrates on Theſprotia's ſhores 3 
Enrag'd, his life, bis treaſures they demand; 
b es fav'd him from th' avenger's hand. 
1 And 
paffz = ws thus — "ky Eels, = Ae 8 
Homer means the Ithacans; and he likewiſe affirms that the peo- 


ple who demanded vengeance of U!yſſes were alſo the Ithacaus. It 


is not here tranſlated in this ſenſe, the conſiruQion rather requires it 
to 


—[—— —— —— ns — 
—— — — . 


Narr 


WES x 


Ba ured. iu WIR; 


And would thou evil for his good repay ? 
His bed diſhonour, and his houſe betray ? 


5O Afflict his Queen? and with a murd'rous hand 


Deſtroy his? but ceaſe, tis I command, 
Far hence thoſe fears, (Eurymaciuus reply d) 
O prudent Princeſs! bid thy ſoul confide. 


to be underſtood of the Theſprotians, who were allies of Ulyſſes, 
and by vertue of that alliance demanded Eupithes, the Father of 
Antinous, out of the hands of Ulyſſes, But I ſubmit to the Reader's 
judgment. | 
v. 449. His bed diſhonour, and his houſe betray ? | 

| Affii& his Queen, &c.] | | 
Tis obſervable that Penelope in the compaſs of two lines recites 
four heads of her complaint; ſuch contractions of thought and 
expreſſion being natural to perſons in anger, as Euſtathius ob- 
ſerves; ſhe ſpeaks with heat, and conſequently ſtarts from thought 
to thought with precipitation. The whole ſpeech is animated 


With a generous reſentment, and ſhe concludes at once like a 


Mother and a Queen; like a Mother, with affection for Telemachus; 
and like a Queen with authority, TauT4TFa1 . 

v. 452. (Eurymachus e This whole diſ- 
courſe of Eurymachus is to be underſtood by the way of contra rie- 


ty: There is an obvious and a latent Interpretation; for inſtance, 


when he ſays, 
His blood in vengeance ſmokes upon my ſpear; 


it obviouſly means the blood of the perſon who offers violence to 
Trlemachus; but it may likewiſe mean the blood of Telemachns, 


and the conſtruction admits both interpretations ; Thus alſo when 
he fays, that no perſon ſhall lay hands upon Telemachns, while he 


is alive, he means that he will do it himſelf: and laſtly, when 
he adds, 5 


ben fear no mortal arm: if heav'n deſtroy, 
Me muſt reſign; for Man is born to die. 
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Breathes there a man who dares that Heroe ſlay; 

455 While I behold the golden light of da? p 

No : by the righteous pow'rs of heay'n I ſwear, 
His blood in vengeance ſmokes upon my ſpear. 

Ulyſſes, when my infant days I led, | 

With wine ſuffic'd. me, and with dainties fed: 

460 My gen'rous ſoul abhors th? ungrateful part, | 
And my friend's ſon lives deareſt to my heart. 
Then fear no mortal arm: If heav'n deſtroy, 
we muſt reſign; for man is born to die. 

Thus ſmooth he ended, yet his death conſpir'd: 

455 Then ſorrowing, with fad ſtep the Queen retir d. 
With ſtreaming, eyes all comfortleſs deplor d. 
Teuch'd with the dear remembrance of her Lord; 

Nor eeas'd, till Pallas bid her ſorrows fly, 
And in ſoft ſlumber ſeal'd her flowing eye. 

470 And now Eumaus, at the ev'ning hour, 
Came late-returning to his ſylvan bow'r. 
rhe apparent eie is, "Aint Telemachus has occaſion only to 
fear a natural death; bur he means if the oracle of Jupiter com + 
mands them to deſtroy Tele machus, that then the Suicors will 


take away his life. He alludes to the foregoing 1 2575 of Am- 
phinomus: | 


Conſult we firſt ti. all-ſeeing pow'rs above, 
And the ſure oracles of righteons Jove. 
If they aſſent, eur by this hand he dies; 
, Tf they forbid, I war not with the skies. Euſtathius. 
1 VoL, IV. 8 0 E ; Uyſes 


\ 
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Uly/es and his ſon had dreſt with art | 
A yearling boar, and gave the Gods their part, pk 
| Holy repaſt! That inſtant from the skies 
475 The martial Goddeſs to Uiyſfes flies: 
She waves her golden wand, and reaſſumes 
From ev'ry feature every grace that blooms; 
| At once his veſtures change; at once ſhe ſheds ; 
Ui Age o'er his limbs, that tremble as he treads. 
480 Leſt to tbe Queen the ſwain with tranſport fly, 
Unable to contain th unruly joy. BN 
When near he drew, the Prince breaks forth; proclaim 
What tydings, friend ? what ſpeaks the voice of fame ? 
Say, if the Suitors meaſure back the main, | 
485 Or ſtill in ambuſh thirſt for blood in vain? | 
Whether, he cries, they meaſure back the flood, 
Or ſtill in ambuſh thirſt in vain for blood, 
Eſcap'd my care: where lawleſs Suitors ſway, 
Thy mandate born, my foul diſdain'd to ftay. 
490 But from th' Hermexs height I caſt a view, 
Where to the port a bark high bounding flew; 
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v. 490. From tht Hermean height <— ] Tt would be 

| ſuperfluous to tranſlate all the various interpretations of this paſ- 
ſage; ir will be ſufficiently intelligible co the Reader, if he looks 

upon ic only to imply that there was an hill in Ithaca called the 

Hermemn hill, either becauſe there was a Temple, Statue, or Al- 

tar of Mercury upon it; and fo called from that Deity, It 


FA 
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Her freight a ſhining band: with martlal ain 
Each pois d his ſhield, and each advanc'd his ſpear; 


It has been written that Mercury being the Meſſenger of thi 
Tods, in his frequent journeys clear'd the roads, and when he 
found any ſtones, he threw them in an heap out of the way, and 
theſe heaps were called *4:219, or Mercaries, The circumſtance 
of his clearing the roads is ſomewhat odd; but why might. not 
Mercury as well as Trivia preſide over them, and have his images 
erected in publick- ways, becauſe he was ſuppoled to frequent tdem 
as the mellenger of the Gods? Gre 5 


gr nx : 
nf — <4 S & 


This book takes up no more time than the ſpace of the thirty 
eighth day; for Telemachns reaches the lodge of Eumæus in the 
morning, a little after he diſpatches Eumæus to Penelope, who re- 
turns in the evening of the ſame day. The book in general is 
very beautiful in the original; the diſcovery of Ulyſſes to Telema- 
chus is particularly tender and affecting: It has ſome reſemblance 
with that of Foſeph's diſcovery of himſelf to his brethren, and it 
may not perhaps be difagreeable to ſee how two ſuch Authors de- 


ſcribe the ſame paſſion. I am Joſeph, I am your brother Joſeph, 
1 am Ulyſſes, 1, my Son! am he! 

and he wept aloud, and he fell on his brother's neck and wept, 
He wept abundant, and he wept alond, © 


But it muſt be own'd that Homer falls infinitely ſhort of Moſer: 
He muſt be a very wicked man, that can read the Hiſtory of Jo- 
ſepb without the utmoſt touches of compaſſion and tranſport. 
There is a majeſtick ſimplicity in the whole relation, and ſuch 
an affecting portrait of human nature, that it over whelms us wick 
viciſſitudes of joy and forrow. This is a pregnant inſtance he 
much the beſt of heathen Writers is inferior to the divine Hiſto- 
rian upon a parallel ſubject, where the two Authors endeavour 
to move the ſofter paſſions. The ſame may with equal truth be 
ſaid in reſpect to Sublimicy; not only in the inſtance produced 
by Longinus, viz, Let there be light, and there was light. Let the 
earth be made, and the earth was made: but in general, in the 
more elevated parts of Scripture, and particularly the whole book 
of Job; which, with regard both to ſublimity of thought, and 
— 4 exceeds beyond all compariſon the moſt noble parts of 
mer, © | 
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And if aright theſe ſearching eyes ſurvey, 
4951Th' cluded Suitors flem the wat'ry way. | 
The Prince well pleas'd to diſappoint their wiles, 
Steals on his Sire a glance, and ſecret ſmiles. 
And now a ſhort repaſt prepar'd, they fed, 
Til the keen rage of craving hunger fled: 
FOO Then to repoſe withdrawn, apart they lay, 
| And in ſoft ſleep forgot the cares of day. 
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The ARGUMENT. 


Telemachus returning to the ' City, relates to 
Penelope 25 ow of his travels, Ulyſſes is 
 sondudted by Eumeus 70 the Palace, where his 
old dog Argus acknowledges his Maſter, after 

an abſence of twenty years, and dies with . 
Eumæus returns into the country, and Ulyſſes 
remains among the Suitors, whoſe bebauiour is 
deſcribed. . 
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SEVENTEENTH BOOK © 


OF THE 


ODYSSEY. 
COON as Aurora, daughter of the dawn, 
8 Sprinkled with roſeate light the dewy lawns 
In haſte the Prince aroſe, prepar'd to part; 
His hand impatient graſps the pointed dart; 
5 Fair on his feet the poliſh'd ſandals ſhine, 
And thus he greets the maſter of the ſwine, 
My friend adieu; let this ſhort ſtay ſuffice ; | 
1 haſte to meet my mother's longing eyes, 


And end her tears, her ſorrows, and her ſighs, 
But 


v. 8. I haſte to meet my mother's longing eyes. ] There are 
two reafons for the return of Telemachus; one, the duty 2 ſon 


owes to à mother; the other, to find an opportunity to put in 
| K. 4 execution 
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10 But thou attentive, what we order heed ; 
This hapleſs ſtranger to the city lead; 
By publick bounty let him there be fed. 
And bleſs the hand that ſtretches forth the bread. 
To wipe the tears from all afflicted eyes, 2 
15 My will may covet, but my pow'r denies, 2 1 


$2 Eee 1 


"I 
exectcion the deſigns concerted with Ulyſſes: the Poet therefore 
ſnifts che ſcene from the Lodge to the Palace, Telemachns takes 
not Ulyſſes along with him, for fear he ſhould raiſe. 1 
the Suicors, that a perſon in a beggar's garb has ſome ſecret me- 
Fit, to obtain tae familiarity of a King's ſon, and this might be 
an occaſion of a diſcovery ; whereas when Ulyſſes afterwards ap- 
py amongſt the Suitors, he is thought to be an entire ſtranger 

o Telemac hus, which prevents all jealouſy, and gives them an -- 4 
portunity to carry on their meaſures without any particular ob- 
ſervation. Beſides, Eumæus is ſtill to be kept in ignoranee con- 
oernigg the perſon of Ulyſſes? Telemachns therefore gives him 2 
lauſible reaſon for his return; namely, that his mother may no $ 
onger be in pain for his ſafety: This likewzfe excellently con- | 
tributes to deceive Exmens, Now as the preſence of Ulyſſes in 
the Palace is abſolutely neceſſary to bring about the Suitor's de- 
ſtruction, Telemachns orders Eamæus to conduct him thither, and 
by ih's method he comes 2s the friend and gueſt of Eumæus, not 
of Telemachns: Moreover, this injunction was neceſſary: Eumæus 
was a perſon of ſuch generoſity, that he would have thought him- 
ſelf obliged to detain his gueſt under his own care and inſpecti- 
on: nay, before he guides him towards the Palace, in the ſe- 
uel of this book, he tells Ulyſſes he does it ſolely in compliance 
with the order of Telemachns, and acts contrary to his own in- 
clinations. | 4 
v. 14. To wipe the tears from all affiited eyes 
| Ay wil! may covet, but my pow'r denics.] | 
This might appear too free a declaration, if Trlemachas had made 
/ before he knew Ulyſſes; for no circumſtance could juſtify him 
For uſing any diſregard toward the poor and ſtranger, according 
to the ſtrict notions, and the ſanRiry, of the laws of hoſpitality 
_ amongſt the antients: bu tas the caſe ſtands we are not ho iy 
. ock 
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If this raiſe anger in the ftranger's thought, 
The pain of anger puniſhes the fault : 
The very truth I undiſguis'd declare: 
For what fo eaſy as to be ſincere? 
20 To this Ulyſes. What the Prince requires 
Of ſwift removal, ſeconds my deſires. 
To want like mine, the peopled town can yield | 
More hopes of comfort than the lonely field. 
Nor fits my age to till the labour'd lands, 
25Or ſtoop to tasks a rural Lord demands. 
Adieu! but ſince this ragged garb can bear 
So ill, th' inclemencies of morning air, 
A few hours ſpace permit me here to ſtay; 
My ſteps Eumæus ſhall to town convey, 
$0 With riper beams when Phan: warms the day. 
Thus he: nor ought Telemachus reply'd, 15 
But left the manfion with a lofty ſtride: 
Schemes of revenge his pond'ring breaſt elate, 
Revolving deep the Suitors' ſudden fate. 


ſhock'd at the words of Telemachus, we know the reaſon why he 
thus ſpeaks: It is to conceal Ulyſſes, He is fo far from ſhewing 
any particular regard to him, that he treats him with a ſeverity 
in ſome degree contrary to the laws of hoſpirality ; by adding, 
that if he complains of this hard uſage, the complaint will nog 
redreſs but encreaſe his calamity. _ | F 


2 , LUIS 
Es. Arriving 
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35 Arriving now before th' Imperial hall, | . 
He props his ſpear againſt the pillar d wall; 
Then like a Lion o'er the threſhold bounds; 
The marble pavement with his ſtep reſounds: 
His eye firſt glanc'd where Euryclea ſpreads 
40 With furry ſpoils of beaſts the ſplendid beds: 
She ſaw, ſhe wept, ſhe ran with: eager pace, 

And reach'd her maſter with a long embrace. 

All erovyded round the family appears, 
With wild entrancement, and ecſtatic tears. 

_ 45 Swift from above deſcends the royal Fair; 
(Her beauteous cheeks the bluſh of Venus wear, 
_ Chaſten'd with cop Diana's penſive air). 


/ Hangs 
v. 46. Her beauteons cheeks the bluſh of Venus wear, 
| haſten d with coy Diana's penſive air. de f 
This deſcription preſents us with a noble 1 of the beauty and 


chaſtity of Peneloe; her perſon reſembles Venus, but venus with 
the modeft air. ef Diana. Diongſius Halicarn. takes notice of che 
beauty and ſoftneſs of theſe two verſes. 


M 4 kv in Ia>Xapruo Fipippwy Thnvwenomerc, 
| *Aprijuid? Inn, 1 os xeua) Appediry, 
When Homer (remarks that Author) paints 2 beautiful face, or 


an engaging object, he chuſes the ſofteſt vowels, and moſt ſmoorh 
and ing ſemivowels: He never clogs the pronounciation with- 


rough ſounds, and a collifion of untunable conſonants, but ever 
fyllable, every letter conſpires ro-exhibit the beauty of / the obje 
he endtavours to repreſent: There are no leſs than- three and 
mirty vowels in two lines, and no more than twenty nine con- 
32 EIITE LD | &>- 
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Hangs o'er her ſon; in his embraces dies; 

Rains kiſſes on his neck, his face, his eyes: 

50 Few words ſhe ſpoke, tho' much ſhe had to fay, 

And ſcarce thoſe few, for tears, could force their way 
Light of my eyes! he comes! unhop'd-for joy! 10 

Has heav'n from Pylos brought my lovely boy? | 

So ſnatch'd from all our cares Tell, haſt thou knows | 


FF Thy father's fate, and tell me all thy own. 


Oh deareſt, moſt rever'd of womankind 
Ceaſe with: thoſe tears to melt a manly mind, 
(Reply'd the Prince) nor be our fates deplor d. 
From death and treaſon to thy arms reſtor d. 


60 Go bathe, and rob d in white, aſcend the tow'rs; 


With all thy handmaids thank th* immortal Pow'rs; 


fonants, which makes the verſes flow away with an agreeable 
ſmoothneſs and- harmony, 7 | 

Penelope, we ſee, embraces her ſon with- the utmoſt affection: 
Kiſſing the lip was not in falhion in the days of Homer; No one 
7 12 the Biſhop) ever kiſſes the lip or mouth. Penelope here 

iſſes her ſon's eyes, and his head; that is, his cheek, or perhaps: 
forehead ; and Exmens, in the preceding book, - embraces the 
hands, eyes. and bead of Telemachus. But for the comfort of the 
Ladies, I rejoice to obſerve that all theſe were ceremonious Kiſ- 
ſes from a mother to a ſon, or from an inferior toa ſuperior : 
'This therefore is no argument that lovers thus embrac'd,- nor 
ought it to be brought as a reaſon Why the preſent manner of 
ſalutation ſhould be abrogated. Madam Dacter has been ſo tender 
as to keep it a ſecret from the men, that there ever was a time” 
in which the modern method of kiſſing was not in faſhion; ſhe: 
highly deſerves their thanks and graticude for it, 


Ks. To 


To er ry God yow hecatombs to bleed, | 
And call Fove's vengeance on their guilty deed. 
| While to th' aſſembled council I repair; 


65 A ſtranger ſent by Heay'n attends me there; 


My new. accepted gueſt I haſte to find, 
Now to Fir aus honour d charge conſign d. 
The matron heard, nor was his word in vain. 
She bath'd; and rob'd in white, with all her train, 
70 To ev'ry God vow'd hecatombs to bleed. 
And call'd Fove's vengeance on the guilty deed. 


Arm'd with, bis lance the Prince then paſt the gate; 


Two dogs behind, a faithful guard, await: | 


” (EFT $377 


v. 65. A firanzer ſent by Heav'n attends me there.) There is 
a vein of figcere piety that runs thro* the words and actions 
of Telemachus: he has no ſooner delivered his mother from her 
uneaſy apprehenſions concerning bis ſafety, but he proceeds to 
another act of virtue toward Theeclymenns, whom he had taken 
into his protection: He performs his duty towards men and to- 
wards the Gods. It is by his direction that Penelope offers up 
her devotions for ſucceſs, and thanks for his return. It is he 
who preſcribes the manner of it; namely, by waſhing the hands, 
in token of the purity of mind requir'd by thoſe who ſupplicate 
the Deities; and by putting on clean garments, 'to ſhew the 
reverence and regard with which their ſouls ought to be poſſeſt 
when they appear before the Gods, I am not ſenſible that che 
laſt ceremony is often mentioned in other parts of Homer; yet 
I doubt not but it was practis'd upon all religious ſolemnities. 
The moral of the whole is, that piety is a ſure way to victory: 
Telemachus appears every where a good man, and for this reaſon 
he becomes at laſt an happy one; and his calamities contribute to 


hid glory! 2: 
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- *< 


Pallas 
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Pallas his form with grace divine improves: 

| 75 The gazing crowd admires him as he moves. 
Him, gath'ring round, the haughty Suitors greet 
With ſemblance fair, but inward deep deceit. 

Their falſe addreſſes gen rous he deny'd, 
Paſt on, and fate by faithful Mentors fide; 

8o With Antiphus, and Halitherſes ſage, 
(His father's counſellors, rever'd for age.) 
Of his own fortunes, and Uly/e;? fame, 
Much ask'd the Seniors; till Piræus came. 
The ſtranger-gueſt purſu'd him clos'd behind; 

. dy Whom when Telemachus beheld, he join d. 
He, (when Piræus ask'd for ſlaves to bring 
The gifts and treaſures of the Spartan King) 
Thus thoughtful anſwer'd : Thoſe we ſnall not move, 
Dark and unconſcious of the will of Fove : 

do We know not yet the full event of all: 
Stabb'd in his Palace if your Prince muſt fall, 
Us, and our houſe if treaſon muſt o'erthrow, 
Better a friend poſſeſs them, than a foe: 

If death to theſe, and vengeance heav'n decree, 

93 Riches are welcome then, not elſe, to me. 
Till then, retain the gifts. The Heroe ſaid, 
And in his hand the willing ſtranger led. 


Then 
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Then diſ.array'd, the ſhining bath they ſought, - 


With unguents ſmooth, of poliſht marble wrought ;- 


100 Obedient handmaids with aſſiſtant toil 
Supply the limpid wave, and fragrant oil: 
Then o'er their limbs refulgent robes they threw, 
And freſh from bathing, to their ſeats withdrew. 
The golden ew'r a Nymph attendant brings, 
EOF Repleniſh'd from the pure, tranſlucent ſprings; 
With copious ſtreams that golden ew'r ſupplies 
A ſilver layer of capacious ſize. 8 
They waſh: the table, in fair order ſpread, 
Is pil'd with viands and the ſtrength of bread. 
120 Full oppoſite, before the folding gate. 
The penſive mother fits in humble ſtate; 


Lowly ſhe fate, and with dejected view To 


Fhe fleecy threads her ivory fingers drew. 
| The Prince and ſtranger ſhar'd the genial feaſt, 
115 Till now the rape of thirſt and bunger ceaſt. 


When thus the Queen. My ſon ! my only friend 4 


Say, to my mournful couch ſhall I aſcend? 


v. 117. Say. to my mearuf ul cos h, &c.] Penelope had r 


ted Telemachns to give her an account of his voyage to Pyle, and 
of what he had heard concerning Ulyſſes, He chere wav'd the 
_ was in pnblic with her female at- 
uct the Poet ſuſtains both therr characters, 
* Pentlge-. 


_ diſcourſe, becauſe the 
tendants: by chis cond 
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(The couch deſerted now a length of years; 
The couch, for ever water'd with my tears) 
129 Say wilt thou not (ere yet the Suitor- crew 
Return, and riot ſhakes our walls a- new) 
Say wilt thou not the leaſt account afford? 
The leaſt glad tydings of my abſent Lord? 
To her the youth. We reach'd the Pylian plains;. 
125 Where Neftor, flepherd of his people, reigns; 2 
All arts of tenderneſs to him are known, 
Kind to Ulyſſes' race as to his own; | 
No father, with a fonder graſp of joy, 
Strains to his boſom his long-abſent boy. 
130 But all unknown, if yet Dy, breathe, 
Or glide a ſpectre in the realms beneath) 
For farther ſearch, his rapid ſteeds tranſport 
My lengthen d journey to the Spartan court. 
Pe + is im tient to hear of Ulyſſes, and this agrees with tue 
alten of a — wife; but the diſcovery 2 
Telemachus forbears to ſatisfy her curiofity; in which he acts like 
a wiſe man. Here (obſerves Euſtathius] ſhe gently reproaches 
him for nor ſatisfying: her impatience concerning her husband ;- 
me inſinuates that it is a piece of cruelty to permit her ſtill to 
grieve, when it is in his power to give her comfort; and this 
induces him to gratify her defires. It ought to be obſetv'd, that 
Homer chuſes a proper time for this relation; it was neceflary- . 


that the Suitors ſhould be ignorant of the ſtory of Ulyſſes; Tele- 
machas therefore makes it when they are withdrawn to their 


\ ? 


Thorts, and when none were preſent. but friends. 


There 


n 
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There Argive Helen I beheld, whoſe charms | 
x35 (So Heav'n decreed) ingag'd the Great in arms. 
My cauſe of coming told, he thus rejoin'd; 

And ſtill his words live perfect in my mind. | 
Heav'ns! would a ſoft, inglorious, daſtard train Ty 

An abſent Heroe's nuptial joys prophane ! 

140 So with her young, amid the woodland ſhades, - - 
A tim'rous hind the lion's court invades; | | 
Leaves in that fatal lair her tender fawns, 
And climbs the cliff, or feeds along the lawns; 155 
Mean- time returning, with remorſcleſs ſway 

145 The Monarch favage tends the panting prey: 


— 


. 


| 
1 
| 
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v. 134. There Argive Helen T beheld, whoſe charms 
(So Heav'n decreed) &c.] + 6.48 E] 
Euſtathius takes notice of the candid behaviour of Telemachas 


hearing his glory from the mouth of Menglans. The concileneſs 


of Trlemachus is likewiſe remarkable; le ,re-capitulates in thirty d 
eight lines the ſubject of almoſt three. books, the third the fourth 7 
and fifth; he ſelects every circumſtance that can pleaſe: Penelope, | 

and drops thoſe that would give her pan. T 


| with reſpe& to Helen: She had receiv'd him courteouſly, and he 160 
5 teſtifies his gratitude, by aſcribing the calamities ſhe drew upon 
| her country to the decree of heav*n,/not to her immodeſty : This 
i} is particularly decent in the mouth of Telemachns, becauſe he is 
'$ now acquainted wich his father's return; otherwiſe he could nor — 
* kave mention'd her name but to her diſhonour, who had been 
4 the occaſion of his dearh. 3 Pot 4 
W v. 138. Heav'ns! wonld a ſoft, inglorious, daſtard train, &c.] 7 
5 Theſe verſes are repeated from the fourth Odyſſey; and are not 
1 without a good effect, they cannot fail of comiorting Penelope, by 165 £ 
* aſſuring her that Ulyſſes is alive, and reſtrain'd by Calyrſo involun- 
| rarily; they give her hopes of his return, and the ſatisfaction of d 
| 
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With equal fury, and with equal fame, 
Shall great Ulyſſes re- aſſert his claim. 32 
O Fove ! Supreme! whom men and Gods revere; 
And thou whoſe luſtre gilds the rowling ſphere ! 
150 With power congenial join'd, propitious aid 
The Chief adopted by the martial maid!  - 
Such to our wiſh the warrior ſoon reſtore, 
As when, contending « on the Lesbian ſhore, 
His proweſs Philomelides confeſt, | 
IJ And loud-acclaiming Greeks the victor bleſt: 
Then ſoon th'invaders of his bed, and throne, 
Their love preſumptuous ſhall by death atone. N 
Now what you queſtion of my antient friend, 
With truth l anſwer; thou the truth attend. 
169 Learn what I heard the ® ſea-born Seer relate, 
Whole eye can pierce the dark receſs of fate, 
sole in an Iſle, impriſon'd by the main, 
The fad ſurvivor of his num'rous train, 
Uſes lies; detain'd by magic charms, 
165 And preſt unwilling in Calypſo's arms. 
No failors there, no veſſels to convey, 
Nor oars to cut th' immeaſurable way 
This told Avrides, and he told no more. 
| Theace fafe 1 voyzg'd to my native ſhore, 


He 
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170 He ceas d; nor made the penſive Queen reply, * 
But droop'd her head, and drew a ſecret ſigh. - 


When Theoclymenus the feer began: N Wo 
Oh ſuff ring conſort of the ſuff ring man! | 1 
| What human knowledge could, thoſe Kings might tell; | 
I 175 But I the ſecrets of high Heay'n reveal, 1 
Before the firſt of Gods be this declat d. | 

185 


Before the board whoſe bleſſings we have ſhar d; , 


v. 172. When Theodymenus the ſeer began, &c.] It is with 
great judgment that the Poet here introduces Theocſymenus; he is þ 
a perſon that has no direct relation to the flory of the Odyſſey, 
yet becauſe he appears aceidentally in it, Homer unites him very 
2 with it, that he may not appear to no purpoſe, and as 
an uſeleſs ornament. He here ſpeaks a6 an Azgar, and what he 90 


— 


utters contributes to the perſeverance of Penelope in reſiſting the 


addreſſes of the Suitors, by aſſuring her of the return of UH; (S 
and conſequently in ſome degree Theochymenus promotes the prin- -4 
cipal action. But it may be ſaid, if it was neceſſary that Pene- A 

e ſhould be informed of his return, why does not Telemachns | 
ure her of it, who was fully acquainted with the truth? The T. 


anſwer is, that Penelope is not to be fully inform'd, but only en- 
1 by a general hope: Theociymenus ſpeaks from his art, | 
which may poſlibly be liable to error; but Telemachns muſt have | 
fpoken from knowledge, which would have been contrary to the 


injunctions of Ulyſſes, and might have prov'd fatal by an unſea- Ea 
ſonable diſcovery: It was therefore judicious in the Poet to put 7 
the aſſurance of the return of Ulyſſes into the mouth of Threociy- da 
menus, and not of Telemachns, . | are 
There is an expreſſion in rhis ſpeech, which in the Greek is act 
remarkable; literally it is to be render'd, Ulyſſes is now fitting or ſon 
creeping in Ithaca, ie 5 i that is, Ulyſſes is return'd and Sui 
conceal'd ; It is taken from the poſture of a perſon in the act of inf 
endeavouring to hide himſelf: he fits down or creeps upon the but 
San. EZuſtathins explains it by #p3pa, xa: s xar' e Ha tur 
51. | Ws 8 
Witneſs 


Witneſs the genial rites, and witneſs Ii! 
This houſe holds facred in her ample wall“ 
$0 Ev'n now this inſtant, great Ulyſſes lay'd 
At reſt, or wand'ring in his country's thade; 
Their guilty deeds, in hearing, and in view 
Secret revolves ; and plans the vengeance due. 
Of this ſure Auguries the Gods beftow'd, 
dy When firſt our veſſel anchor'd in your road. 


Succeed thoſe omens Heav'n! (the Queen rejoin'd) , 


So ſhall our bounties ſpeak a grateful mind; 
And ev'ry envy'd happineſs attend 
The man, who calls Penelope his friend, . 
go Thus commun'd they: while in the marble court 
(Scene of their inſolence) the Lords reſort; 
Athwart the ſpacious ſquare each tries his art 
To whirl the disk, or aim the miſſile dart. 


% 


tenet tries his art 


v. 192. ER | 3 
2 To whirl the disk, or aim the miſſile dart. ] | Air 


Euftathins remarks, that tho* the Suitors were abandon'd to lux» 

y, vice, and intemperance, yer they exerciſe themſelves in lau- 
table ſports: They toſs the quoit, or throw the javelin, which. 
are both heroic diverfions, and form the body into ſtrength and 
activity. This is owing to the virtue of the age, not the per- 
ſons : ſuch ſports were faſhionable, and therefore uſed by the 
Suitors, and not becauſe they were heroic. However they may 
inſtru us never to give our ſelves up to idleneſs and mation; 
but to make our very diverſions ſubſer vient to nobler views, and 
turn a pleaſure into à virtue. os : 
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Now 


is 


— 
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Now did the hour of ſweet repaſt arrirſes, '  Þ 
| I9FAnd from the field the victim flocks they drive: 
Medon the herald (one who pleas'd them beſt, 
And honour'd with a portion of their feaſt). 210 
To bid the banquet interrupts their play. 
Swift to the hall they haſte; afide they lay > 
200 Their garments, and ſuccin&, the victims ſlay, -- / 
Then ſheep and goats and briſtly porkers bled, 
And the proud ſteer was o'er the marble ſpread, 
While thus the copious banquet they provide; 
Along the road converſing fide by. ſide, 
205 Proceed ſſes and the faithful ſwain: 
When thus Eumæus, gen rous and humane. 


WS hf #1} 11 


v. 196, Medon the herald,” one who pleas'd them beſt.] We 
may obſerve that the character of Medon is very particular; he 
is at the ſame time a favourite of the Suitors, and Telemachns, per- 
ſons entirely oppoſite in their intereſts, It ſeldom happens that 
any man can pleaſe two ph without acting an inſincere part: 
Atticus was indeed equally acceptable to the two factions of Cæ- 
ſer and Pompey, but it was becauſe he ſeem'd neutral, and acted 
2s if they were both his friends; or rather he was a man of ſuch 
eminent virtues, that they eſteem'd it an honour to: have bim 
thought their friend. Homer every where repreſents Medon as 2 
rſon of integrity; be is artful, but not criminal: no doubt but 

e made all compliances,, that conſiſted with probity, with the 
Suitor's diſpoſitions; by this method he ſav'd Penelope more ef- 
fectua ly than it he had ſhew'd a more rigid virtue. He made 
himſelt maſter of their hearts by an inſinuating behaviour, and 
was a ſpy upon their actions. Exſtathins compares him to a bus- 
kin that firs both legs, % Tic Kc; he feems to have been 
an Auii- Cato, and practis'd a virtuous gayet p. | 


1 ab +» 


To 
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To town, obſervant of our Lord's beheſt, 
Nov let us ſpeed; my friend, no more my gueſt! 
Yet like my ſelf I wiſh'd. thee here preferr d. | 
210 Guard of the flock, or keeper of the herd. 
But much to raiſe my maſter's wrath I fear; 
The wrath of Princes ever is ſeyere. 
Then heed his will, and be our journey made 
While the broad beams of Phabus are diſplay d. 8 
215 Or ere brown ev'ning ſpreads her chilly ſhade. 
Juſt thy advice, (the prudent Chief rejoin'd) 
And ſuch as ſuits the dictate of my mind. 
Lead on: but help me to ſome ſtaff to ſtax 
My feeble ſtep, fince rugged is the way. | 


v. 210, Guard of the flock, or keeper of the herd.) Such lice 
traits as theſe are very delightful; for the Reader knowing 
that the perſon to whom this offer is made, is Ulyſſes, cannot 
fail of being diverted to ſee the honeſt and loyal Emmens promi- 
fing to make his maſter and King the keeper of his herds or 
falls, gd A and this is offer d as a piece of good fortune or 

v. 215 Ere ev ning ſpreads her chilly ſhade.) Eaſta- 
thins gathers from theſe words, that the time of the action of the 
Odyſſey was in the end of autume, or beginning of winter, When 

the mornings and evenings:are cold. Thus Ulyſſes, in the begin- 
ning of this book, makes the coldneſs of che morning an excuſe 
for not going with Telemachus; his rags being but an ill defenſe 
againſt it: and here Exmens mentions the coldneſs of the even- 
ing, as a reaſon why they ſhould begin their journey in the hear ” 
of the day; ſo that it was now probably about ten of the clock, 
and they arrive at Ithaca at noon; from hence we may conjectures 
| that che lodge of Eumæus was five or {ix miles from the city, 
| that is, about a two hours walk. 


SG + % 


Acroſs 
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220 Acroſs his ſhoulders, then, the ferip he flung,” * 
Wide patch'd, and faſten'd by a twiſted thong, - 
A ſtaff Eumaus gave. Along the way 
Chearly they fare: Behind, the keepers ftay; 19 63565. - Wag 
Theſe with their watchful dogs (a conſtant guard) 

225 Supply his abſence, and attend the herd, 
And now his city firikes the Monarch's eyes, © © 
Alas! bow changd! 2 man of miſeries; © 
Propt on a ſlaff. a beggar old and bare, 

In rags diſhoneſt flutt'ring with the air! 
239 Now paſs'd the rugged road, they journey down 
The cavern'd way deſcending to the town, 


v. 224. Theſe with their watchful dogs« J It is cer- 
tain that if theſe little particulars had been omitted, there would 
bave been no chaſm in the connection; why then does Homer 
inſert ſuch circumſtances unneceffarily, which it muſt be allowed 
are of no importance, and add nothing to the perfection of the 
ſtory ? nay+ they are ſuch as may be thought trivial, and unwor- 
thy the dignity of Epic Poetry. But, as Dacier very well ob- 
ſerves, they are a kind of painting: Were a Painter to draw 
this ſubje&, he would undoubtedly inſert into the piece theſe 


Herdſmen and dogs after the manner of Homer; they are natural fac 
ornaments, and conſequently are no diſgrace either to the Poet re: 
OT the P ainter. | | | : a | | th 
It is obſervable that Homer gives us an exact draught of the fre 
country; he ſers before us, as in a picture, the city, the circular w. 
grove of poplars adjacent, the fountain falling from a rock, and of 
the Altar ſacred to the Nymphs, erected on che point of it. We vs] 
are as it were tranſported into Ithaca, and travel with Ulyſſes ant 


and Eumæus: Homer verifies the obſervation of Horace above all 
Poets; namely, that Poetry is Painting. 


Where, 
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Where, from the rock, with liquid lapſe diftills | 
A limpid fount; that ſpread in parting rills -- 
Its current thence to ſerve the eity brings: 7 
235 An uſeful work! adorn'd by antient Kings, — 
Neritus, Ithacus, Polyctor there | 
In ſculptur'd ſtone immortaliz d their cares 
In marble urns receiv'd it from above, * 
And ſhaded with a green ſurrounding grove; 
PO Where filver alders, in high arches twin d. 
Drink the cool ſtream, and tremble to the wind. 
Beneath, ſequeſter'd to the nymphs, is ſeen 
A moſſie altar, deep embower'd in green; ＋ 
Where conſtant vows by travellers are pay'd, 
145 And holy horrors ſolemnize the ſnade. : 
Here with his goats, (not vow'd to facred flame, 
But pamper'd luxury) Melanthius came 


— 


v. 236. Neritut, Ithacus, Polyctor eo Public bene- 
factions demand public honours and acknowledgments; for this 
reaſon Homer makes an bonourable mention of theſe three bro- 
mers. Ithaca was a ſmall Iſland, and deſtitute of plenty of 
freſh water ; this fountain therefore was a public good to the 
whole region abour it; and has given immortality to the Authors 
of it. They were the ſons of Pterelaus (as Euſtathius informs 
vs) Ithacus gave name to the country, Neritus to à mountain, 


and Polyctor to a place call d Pohctorium. | 


Two 
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Two grooms attend him. With an envious look 260 
He ey'd the ſtranger, and imperious ſpoke. x 
250 The good old proverb how this pair fulfill! 
Oae rogue is uſher. to another ſtill. 
Heav'n with a ſecret principle indu'd 
Mankind, to ſeek their own ſimilitude. I: b 4 7 | 
Where goes the ſwine-herd with that ill-look*d gueſt? 
255 That giant-glutton, dreadful at a feaſt ! | -- ' 
Full many a poſt have thoſe broad ſhoalders worn, 
From ev'ry great man's gate repuls'd with ſcorn? 
To no brave prize aſpir'd the worthieſs ſwain,- 
"Twas but for ſcraps be ask d, and ask d in vain. 
Fc dit 2 t tf av 11:05 9 0 
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v. 258. W no brave prize aſpir'd the worthleſs ſwain, 
+++; |, *T was but for ſcraps he ast d, and ad in vain.] | 
Daciey is very ſingular in her interpretation of this paſſage: She 
imagines it has a reference to the games practis'd amongſt the 
Suitors, and to the rewards of the victors, which were uſually 
Tripods and beautiful captives. © Thinkeſt thou (ſays Melanthi- 
* 2s) that this beggar will obtain the victory in our ſports, and 
c that they 2 the reward of his valour, ſome beau- 
* f＋iful ſlave, or ſome precious Tripod ?““ Bur: in Homer there is 
nothing that gives the leaſt countenance to this explication: He 
thus literally ſpeaks: This fellow | by going from dour to door will 
meet with correction, while he tegs meanly for a few ſcraps, not ſor 
things of price, ſuch as a captive or Tripod; Ernſtathins explains it 
as ſpoken in contempr of Ulyſſes, that he appears to be ſuch a 
vile perſon, as to have no ambition or hope to expect any thing 
better than a few ſcraps, nor to aſpire to the rewards of nobler 
ſtrangers, ſuch as captives or Tripods. "Az, ſays the fame Au- 
thor, are the minuteſt crumbs of bread, opoapiraror Lap, I am 
perſuaded, that the Reader will ſubſcribe to the judgment of En- 
fathins, it he conſiders the conſi.uRion, and that Gepac and v5 


3 (nr as 


* 


o 
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260 To beg, than work, he better underſtands; 


Or we perhaps might take him off thy hands. 
For any office ceuld the ſlave be good, | 
To cleanſe the fold, or help the kids to food. 
If any labour thoſe big joints could learn; 


265 Some whey, to waſh his bowels, he might earn. 


To cringe, to whine, his idle hands to ſpread, 
Is all, by which that graceleſs maw is fed, 


 Emras are govern'd by aiTicay as effectually as acc, and there- 
fore muſt. refer to the ſame act of begging, not of claiming © by 
victory in the games; ai7i{wy is not a word that can here 


exprels a reward but only a charity: beſides, would it not 
be abſurd co ſay that a Beggar goes from door to door asking 
alms, and not rewards beſtow*d upon victors in public exerciſes? 
the words T9Mo: qrunos make the ſenſe general, they denote the 
life of a beggar, which is to go from door to door, and conſe- 
quently they ought not to be confin'd ſolely to the Suitors, and if 


not, they can have no reference to any games, or to any rewards 


beſtowed upon ſuch occaſions. Beſides ic is ſcarce to be conceiv'd 
that Melanthius could think this Beggar capable of being admit- 
ted into the company, much leſs into the diverſions of the Sui- 
tors, who were all perſons of high birth and ſtation. Tis true, 


Ti. 21. Ulyſſes is permitted to try the bow, but this is through 


the peculiar grace of Telemachns, who knew the Beggar to be U- 
Mes, and entirely contrary to their injunctions. | 

From this Paſſage we may correct an error in Heſychizs : apes 
(fays he) are quraizs xa; gie: the ſentence is evidently 
maim'd, for Hehchius undoubtedly thus wrote it, deze yurainee 
a+y011as, for thus (adds he) Homer uſes it: | 


1 ²˙ Tx. 


Verſe of the Odyſſey. 


that is (fays — x 8 yureieas 8d Tpimodas, referring to this 
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Yet hear me! if thy impudence but dare 
Approach yon walls, I propheſy thy fare: 
2.50 Dearly, full dearly ſhalt thou buy thy bread = 
With many a footſfool thund'ring at thy head. 
He thus: nor inſolent of word alone, 
Spurn'd with his ruſtie heel his King unknown; 
Spurn d, but not mov'd: He, like a pillar ſtood, 
Nor ftirr'd an inch, contemptuous, from the road: 
Doubtful, or with his ſtaff to ſtrike him dead, 
Or greet the pavement with his worthleſs head. 
Short was that doubt; to quell his rage inur d. 


The Heroe ſtood ſelf· conquer d, and endur'd. 


v. 219, The Heree fled ſelf-conguer'd, and endur'4.] Homer 


excellently ſuſtains the character of Ulyſſes; he is a Man of pa- 
tience, and maſter of all his paſſions; he is here miſuſed by one 
of his own ſervants, yet is ſo far from returning the injury, that 
he ſtifles the ſenſe of it, without ſpeaking one word: Tis true 
he is deſcrib'd as having a conflict in his Soul; but this is no 
derogation to his character: not to feel like a man, is Inſenſibili- 


ty, not Virtue; but to repreſs the emotions of the heart, and keep 


them within the bounds of moderation, this argues wiſdom, and 
turns an injury into a virtue and glory. There is an excellent 
contraſt between the benevolent Exmens, and the inſolent Melan- 
thins, Eumnæus reſents the Outrage of Melanthius more than C- 
Hes; he is moved with indignation. but how does he expreſs it? 
not by railing, but by an appeal to Heaven in a prayer: A con- 
duct worthy to be imitated in more enlighten'd ages. The word 
eynains here bears a peculiar Ggnification; it does not im- 
ply Voluptuouſneſs as uſually, but Pride, and means that Ulyſſes 
would' ſpoil his haughty airs, if he ſhould ever return: This in- 
terpretation agrees with what follows, where Exmens reproaches 
him for deſpifing his rural charge, and aſpiring to politeneſs, or 


— 


as we expreſs its to be a Man of che Town, 
| 4 EE. But 


2 


20 
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280 But hateful of the wretch, Eumaus heav'd 
His hands obteſting, and this pray'r conceiv'd. 
Daughters of Fove! who from th' ætherial bowrs 
Deſcend to ſwell the ſprings, and feed the flowers! 
Nymphs of this fountain! to whoſe facred names 
285 Our rural victims mount in blazing flames! | 
To whom Chet piety preferr'd 
The yearly firftlings of his flock, and herd; 
Succeed my wifh'; your votary reſtore: 
Oh be ſome God his convoy to our ſhore! 
290 Due pains ſhall puniſh then this ſlave's offence; 
And humble all his airs of inſolence, 
Who proudly ftalking, leaves the herds at large, 
Commences courtier, and neglects his charge. 
What mutters he? (Melanthius ſharp rejoins} 
295 This crafty miſcreant big with dark deſigns? 
The day ſhall come; nay, tis already near, 
When ſlave! to fell thee at a price too dear, 
| Muft be my care; and hence tranſport thee o'er, 
(A load and ſcandal to this happy ſhore.) 
200 Oh! that as ſurely great Apvllo's dart, | 
Or ſome brave Suitor's ſword, might pierce the heart 
Of the proud ſon; as that we ſtand this hour 
la laſting ſafety from the father's pow'r, | 
F 2 | 
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So ſpoke the wretch; but ſhunning farther fray, 
305 Turn'd his proud ſtep, and left them on their way. 
Strait to the feaſt-tull palace he repair d. | . 
Familiar enter'd, and the banquet ſnar dd 
Beneath Ewrymachus, his patron lord, : | 
| He took his place, and Plenty heap'd the board. 
310 Mean-time they heard, ſoft-circling in the sky, 
| Sweet Airs aſcend, and heav'nly minſtrelſie; SP 3: 
(For Phemius to the Lyre attun'd the ſtrain:) 
Ulyſſes harkned, then addreſt the ſwain. 
Well may this Palace admiration claim, - 
N 5 Great, and reſpondent to the maſter's fame! 
Stage above ſtage th' imperial ſtructure ſtands, 
Holds the chief honours and the town es : 
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v. 308. — 8 took his Mace — 
W 1 Wie may gather from hence the truth of an obiervation for- 
= merly made, That Melanshius, Enmens, &c. were, perſons of 
W 1 diſtinction, and their offices poſts of honour : we' fee Melan- 
1 uius, who had charge of the Goats of Ulyſſes,, is a companion 
4 for Princes. 

The reaſon why Melanthins in particular aſſociates himſelf 
with Eurymachus is, an intrigue which that Prince holds with 
Melautho his ſiſter, as appears | wall the following Book. There 
is a confederacy and league between them, and we find they 15 
{ſuffer condign * in the end of the 28 85 4 


High 
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High walls and baftlements the courts incloſe, 
And the ſtrong gates defy a hoft of foes. 
320 Far other cares its dwellers now employ ; 
The throng'd aſſembly, and the feaſt of joy: 
I ſee the ſmokes of ſacrifice aſpire, 
And hear (what graces ev'ry feaſt) the Lyre; 
Then thus Eumæut. judge we which were beſt; 
325 Amidſt yon revellers a ſudden gueſt 
Chuſe you to mingle, while behind I ſtay? 
Or I firſt ent'ring introduce the way? 
Wait for a ſpace without, but wait not long; 
This is the houſe of violence and wrong: 
330 Some rude inſult thy rev'rend age may bear; 
For like their lawleſs lords, the ſervants are. 
© Juſt is, oh friend! thy caution, and addreſt - 
(Reply'd the Chief) to no unheedful breaſt; 
v. 318. High walls and battlements, &c.] We have here a 
very. particular draught or plan of the palace: of Ulyſſes; it is a 
kind of caſtle, at once defign'd for ſtrength and magnificence; 
rhis we may gather from dis u, which Heſychins 1 222 
by ee UTyCna2s, not eaſily to be ſurmounted, or forc'd 
arms. : ; 
Homer artfully introduces Ulyſſes ſtruck with wonder at the 
beauty of the palace; this is done to confirm Eumæus in the opi- 
nion that Ulyſſes is really the Beggar he appears to be, and a per- 
fe& ſtranger among the Ithacans: Thus alſo when be complains 


of hunger, he ſpeaks the language of a Beggar, as Euſtathius re- 
marks, to perſuade Eumæus that he takes his journey to the 


Court, ſolely our of want and hunger, 


"a The 
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1 The wrongs and injuries of baſe mankind + : 
335 Freſh to my ſenſe, and always.in my mind; 
The bravely-patient to no fortune yields: 

On rolling oceans, and in fighting fields, 

Storms have I paſt, and many a ſtern debate; 
And now in humbler ſcene ſubmit to Fate. 
340 What cannot ant ? the beſt ſhe will expoſe, --- / 

And 1 am learn'd in all her train of woes; i 

_ She fills with navies, hoſts, and loud alarms | 
The ſea, the land, and ſhakes the world with arms? 
Thus, near the gates conferring as they drew, 
345 -1g%:, the Dog, his antient maſter knew); 
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v. 345. Argus, the Dog, his antien# maſter. knew, &c.] This 


« and it is beneath the dignity of Poetry to deſcribe the Dog Ar- 
sas almoſt devour'd with vermin.” It mult be allow'd, that ſuch 
a familiar Epiſode could not have been properly introduced into 
the Iliad: It is writ in a nobler ſtyle, and diftinguiſh'd by a bold- 
neſs of ſentiments and diction; whereas the Odyſſey deſcends. 
the Familiar, and is calculated more for common than .beroic 
life, What Homer ſays of Argus is very natural, and I do not 
know any thing more beautiful or more affecting in the whole 
Poem: 1 dare appeal to every perſon's judgment, if Argus be not 
as juſtly and properly repreſented, as the nobleſt figure in it. It 
3s certain that the vermin which Hamer mentions would debaſe 
our Poetry, but in the Greek that very word is noble and ſono - 
rous, Ke ? But how is the objection concerning the Dung- 
hill co be anſwer'd? We muſt have recourſe to the ſimplicity of 


was of uſe to life. Ithaca. was a barren Country, full of 1 


He, 


manners amongſt the Antients, who thought nothing mean, that 


3 
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He, not unconſcious of the voice, and tread, 
Lifts to the ſound his ear, and rears his head. 
Bred by Ulyſſes, nouriſh'd at his board, 
But ah! not faced long to pleaſe bis Lord! 
$50 To him, his ſwiſtneſs and his ſtrength were vain 
The voice of Glory call'd him o'er the main. 
*Fill then in ev'ry ſylvan chace renown'd, 
With Argus, Argus, rung the woods around; 
With him the youth purſu'd the goat or fawn, 
355 Or trac'd the mazy leveret o'er the lawn. | 
Now left to man's ingratitude he lay, 
Un-hous'd, neglected, in the publick way; 
And where on heaps the rich manure was ſpread, 
Obſcene with Reptiles, took his ſordid bed. 
360 He knew his Lord ; he knew, and ſtrove to meet, 
In vain he ſtrove, to crawl, and kiſs his feet; 
| . 
and Mountains, and ow'd its fertility chiefly to cultivation, and 


for this reaſan ſuch circumſtantial cares were neceſſary. *Tis 
true ſuch a deſcription now is more proper for a Peaſant than a 


King, but antiently it was no diſgrace for a King to perform 


with his own hands, what is now left only ro Peaſants. We read 
of a Dictator taken from the plough, and why may not a A - 


well manure his field as plough it, without receding from his 
nity? Virgil has put the ſame thing into a Preceꝑt: 


Ne ſaturare fimo pingu pudeat ſola. 
v. 361. In vain he ſtrove, to crawl, and kiſs his feet.] It 
map ſeem chat this * Was inſerted caſually, or at leaſt 
n | | 4 | only 
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Yet (all he could) his tail, his ears, his eyes 


Salute his maſter, and coufeſs his joys. 


37c 


365 Adown his check a tear unbidden ſtole. 
Stole unperceiv'd; he turn'd his head, and dry'd = 
The drop humane: then thus impaſſion'd cry'd. 


— 


only to ſhew the age and infrmiry-of Argus: but there is a fur- 373 
ther intent in it: If the Dog had ran to Ulyſſes and fawn'd upon 
him, it, would have rais'd a ſtrong ſufpicion in Exmens that he 
was not ſuch a ſtranger to the Tthacans as he pretended, bur ſome 
perſon in diſguiſe; and this might have occaſioned an unſeaſon · 
able diſcovery. Euſtathius. ns "A 
v. 364. Soft pity touch'd the mighty maſter's ſoul.] I confeſs 
my at 8 the eee dee tears in Ulyſſes; .I 
would willingly think that they proceed from a better principle 
than ahe weakneſs of human nature, and are an inſtance of a real» 380 
ly virtuous and compaſſionate diſpoſition; fr 0 
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Good men are tafily moꝛ d to Tears: In my judgment, Ulyſſes ap- 
pears more amiable while he-weeps over his faithful Dog, than 
- when he drives an army of enemies before him: That ſhews him 
10 be a great Heroe, This a good Man. It was undoubtedly an 
inſtance of an excellent diſpoſition in one of the Fathers who 
pray'd for the Grace of Tears. 


f molliſſima ride 
 Humano generi dare ſe natura fatetur 
V lachrymas dedit, bac noftri pars optims ſenſus. 


5 12 uv. Sat. 1 0 
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Each gentle mind the ſoft infe@ion ſe u, 
8 For richeft metals are moſt apt to melt. 
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What noble beaſt in this abandon'd ſtate 
Lies here all helpleſs at Uſes gate? 
370 His bulk and beauty ſpeak no vulgar praiſe; 
If, as he ſeems, he was in better days, 
Some care his Ape deſeryes: Or was he priz'd 
For worthleſs beauty ? therefore now deſpis'd? 
Such dogs, and. men there are, meer things of ſtate, 
375 And always cheriſh'd by their friends, the Great. 
Not Argus ſo, (Eumæus thus rejoin'd) 
But ſerv'd a maſter of a nobler kind, 
Who never, never ſhall behold him more! 
Long, long fince periſh'd. on a diſtant ſhore! | 
380 Oh had you ſeen him, vig'rous, bold and young, 
Swift as a ſtag, and as a lion ſtrong 5 
Him no fell Savage on the plain withſtood, 
| None W d him, boſom'd in the De wood ; 


v. 2746 Such dog's, aud men chica are, meer thiags of ſtate, 
And always cheriſh d by their friends, the Great.] 
It 5s the Greek avauTes, or Kings; but the word is not to be ta- 
ken in roo ftrit a ſenſe; it implies all perſons diſtinction, or 
mcd ter, like the word Rex | in Horace, 


Regibns hie mos eſt ubi equos mercantur. 


And Reginæ in Terence . Dacier an is uſed in the ſame 
manner. | 


wam—n__m—_—_f chm porrò dixti velle te; 
Quia ſolæ ut umtur his regins. - vn 


Fs : His 
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His eye how piercing, and his (cent how true, 


385 To winde the vapour in the tainted dew ? 


Such, when Uly/es left his natal coaſt ; | 

Now years un nerve him, and his lord is loſt!' | 
The women keep the gen'rous creature bare, 3 

A ſleek and idle race is all their care: ; 1 Fon 
399 The maſter gone, the ſeryants what reſtraing?” 
Or dwells Humanity where riot nolans?:-- =. 
Fove fix d it certain, that whatever dag 
Makes man a flave, takes half his worth aways _ 


This. 


„ Whatever day i 
Mates man a ſlave, takes half his worth away. 
This is a very remarkable ſentence, and commonly found to be 
true. Longinas in his enquiry into the decay of human wit 
quotes it. Ser vitude, be it never fo juſtly eſtabliſſied, is a kind 
«© of prifon, wherein the ſoul ſhrinks in ſome meaſure, and di- 

* miniſhes by conſtraint: it has the ſame effed with the boxes: 
* in which dwarfs are inclos' d. which not only hinder the body 


from its grow th, but make it leſs by the conſtriction. It is 


« obſeryable that all the great Orators flouriſh'd in Repnblics, and 
indeed what is there that raiſes the fouls of great men more 
* than Liberty? In other governments men commonly become 
*© inftead of Orators, pompous flatterers: A man born in ſervi- 
* tude may be capable of other-ſciences; but no ſlave can ever 
« be an Orator ; for while the mind is depreſt and broken by 
« flavery, it will never dare to think or fay any thing bold and 
«.noble; all rhe vigour evaporares, and it remains 38 it were 
confin'd in 2 priſen. Etiam fers animalla, fi clanſa tencas, vir- 
1g obliviſeuntur. Tacit. Hiſt, 1b, 4. 
Theſe verſes are quoted in Plato, lib. 6. de legilus, but ſome- 
what differently from our editions. | | 


"Hauov ydp Te ns tieren iup yora Ge. | 
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This ſaid; the honeſt herdſtman ſtrode before: 
| 9 5 The muſing Monarch pauſes at the door: 
| The Dog whom Fate had granted to betiolg © © © 


His Lord, when-twenty tedious years had roll'd;, 

Takes a laſt look, and having feen him, dies; 

So clos'd for ever faithful Argu- eyes: $ 
400 And now Tulemachus, the firſt of all. 4 Ea 

Obſerv'd Eumens ent'ring in the hall; 

Diſtant he ſaw, acroſs the ſhady- Dome; 

Then gave a ſign, and beckon'd'him-to come: 

There ſtood an empty ſeat, where late was-plac'd! 
40% In order due, the ſteward: of the feaſt, bee hs 


However this aphoriſm is to be underſtood only generally, nor 
univerſally; Exmens who utrers it is an inſtance to the-contrary, - 
who rerains his virtue in a ſtate of ſubjection; and Plate ſpeaks: 
to the ſame purpoſe, aſſerting that ſome ſlaves have been found 
of ſuch virtue as to be preferr d to a fon or brother; and have 
often preſery'd their maſters and their families. ; 
v. 399. So lo“ for ever faithful Argus? eyes!] It has been 
a vain what occafion'd the death of Argue ut the inſtant ha ;, . 
ſaw Ulyſſes: Enftathins imputes it to the joy he felt at the fighe 
of his maſter, But there has another objection been ſtarted a- 
gainſt Homer, for aſcribing ſo long a life as twenty years to Ay» 
gus, and that dogs never ſurpaſs the fifreenth year; but this is an 
error; Ariſtotle affirms, that ſome dogs live two and twenty, and 
other Naturaliſts ſubſcribe to his judgment. Enflathizs tells us, 
that other Writers agree, that ſome dogs live twenty four years. 
Pliny thus writes, . Canes Lacenici uivunt annis denis, ſmina due 
dens, cætera genera quindecim: annos, aliquande- viginti, Madam 
Dacier mentions ſome of her own knowledge that liv'd- twenty 
three years; and the Tranſlator, not to fall ſhort of theſe illuſtri- 
ous examples, has known one that died at rwenry-twoy big wich 
puppies. | 
E 6 yo; 
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(Who now was buſied carving round the board) 

Eumens took, and plac'd it near his Lord. ff L 
Before him, inſtant was the banquet ſpread, | 
And the bright basket pil'd with loaves of bread. 
440 Next came Lyſſes, iowly at the door, 

A figure deſpicable, old, and poor, 

In ſqualid veſts with n many a gaping rent, 

Propt on a ſtaff, and trembling as he went. 
| Then, reſting on the threſhold of the gate, 

415 Againſt a cypreſs. pillar leand his weight; 
F (Smooth'd by the workman to a poliſh'd. plain) 

The thoughtful Son beheld, and call'd his ſwain: 

it Theſe viands, and this bread, Eumens ! bear, 
| | 7 And let von mendicant our plenty ſhare: ki 
l | 420 Then let him cirele round the Suitors' Pon 
it And try the bounty of each gracious lord. 
ll Bold let him ask, encourag d thus by me; 
How ill, alas! do want and ſhame agree? 

5 RF 33 | 5 oe His 


* 0. Wa \ 2\73- $x; % 
2:17 $450 : 1. 

4 * 43. How-ill, alert ub want* and FG "agree 71 We are 

4 * to imagine that Homer is here 55 immodeſty : 

1 but to underſtand bim as king of. à decent aſſurance, in op» 

poſition to a. n ſhame c or baſhtulneſs. The verſe | in the Greek 


23" remarkable. 
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His lord's command the faithful ſervant bears; © 


425 The ſeeming beggar anſwers with his pray'rs. 


Bleſt be Telemachus ! in ev'ry deed 

Inſpire him Fove! in ev'ry wiſh ſucceed! 
This ſaid, the portion from his ſon convey'd 
With ſmiles receiving, on his ſcrip he lay'd. 


430 Long as the minſtrel ſwept the ſounding wire, 


He fed, and ceas'd when ſilence held the lyre. 
Soon as the Suitors from the banquet roſe, 
Minerva prompts the Man of mighty woes 
. | | To 


/ 
/ 
% 


A perſon of great learning has obſerved that there is a tautology 
in the three laſt words; in @ beggar that wants: as if the very no- 
tion of a beggar did not imply want. Indeed Plato, who cites this 
verſe in his Charmides, uſes another word inſtead of en, and 


inſerts a@apiiye, - Hefiod likewiſe, who makes uſe of the ſame 
line, inſtead of /e reads x04, which would almoſt induce 


us to believe that they thought there was a tautology in Homer. 
It has therefore been conjectur'd, that the word ps ſhould be 
inſerted in the place of rponiln; Iam: ſorry that the conſtruction 
will nor allow-it ;; that word is of the maſculine. gender, and 
d&yabh which is of the feminine cannot agree with it. We may 
indeed ſubſtitute ayadc5, and then the ſenſe. will be baſhfalneſs is 
no good petitioner. for a beggar; but this muſt be done without 
authority. We muſt therefore thus underſtand Homer; „Too 
« much modeſty. is not good for a poor man, who lives by beg- 
ing, poly; and this ſolution clears the verſe from the tauto- 
Jogy, for a man may be in want, and not be a beggar; or (as 
Homer expreſſes it) x:3pnjivec, and yet not uc. 5 
v. 432. Minerva prompts, &c.] This is à circumſtance 
that occurs almoſt in every book of the Odyſſey, ' and Pallas has 
been thought to mean no more than the inherent wiſdom of 
Iyſſes, which guides all his actions upon all emergencies: It is 
not impoſſible but the Poet might intend to inculcate, that the 
wiſdom of man is the gitt of Heaven, and a bleſſing from the 
| 4 | 


1 | Gods. 
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To tempt their bounties with a ſuppliant's art, 
435 And learn the gea'rous from th ignoble heart; 


Gods. But then is it not a derogation” to Ulyſſes, to think no- 

thing but what the Goddeſs dictates? and a reſtraim of human 
liberty, to act ſolely by the impulſe of a Deity? Platarch in his 
life of Coriolanus excellently ſolves this difficulty. Men (obſerves 
«that Author) are ready to cenſure and deſpiſe the Poet, as if 
tc he deſtroy d the uſe of reaſon, and the freedom of their choice, 
« by continually aſeribing every ſuggeſtion of heart to the influ · 
« ence of a Goddeſs: Whereas he introduces a Deity not to take 
te away the liberty of the will, but as moving it to act with free 
c dom; the. Deity. does not work in us the inclinations, but only 
te offers the object to our minds, from whence we conceive the 
« jmpulſe, and form our reſolutions.“ However theſe influen- 
ces do not make the action involuntary, but only give à begin- 
ning to ſpontaneous operations; for we muſt either remove God 
from all manner of cauſality, or confeſs that he invibbly aſſiſts us 


by a ſecret co-operation. For it is abſurd to imagine that the 


— he lends us, confiſts in faſhioning the poſtures of the — 4 

or directing the corporeal motions; but in influencing out fouls, 
und exciting the inward faculties into action by ſecret impulſes 
from above; or on the contrary» by raiſing an averſion in the 
ſouh to reſtrain us from ation, *Tis true in ordinary affairs of 
lifes in matters that are brought about by the ordinary way of 
reaſon, Homer aſcribes the execution of them to — — 

in ch 


8 


ance, and n his Heroes calling a counei eirr 
1 


own breaſts, and according to the dictates of reaſon :; But 


an actions unacrountably daring, of a "tranſcendent nature, there 


they are ſaid to be carry'd away by a divine impulſe or enchuſi - 
— — it is no longer human reaſon, but a God that influences 
I have already obfery'd, that Homer makes uſe of Machines 
ſometimes meerly for ornament; this place is an inftance of it: 
Here is no action of an uncommon nature per fotm'd, and yer 
Pallas directs Ulyſſes: Plutarch very juſtly obſerves, that when- 
ever the Heroes of Hemer execute any prodigious exploit of va- 


Jour, he continually introduces a Deity, who aſſiſts in the per- 


formance of it; bur it is alſo true, that to ſhew the dependance 


of man upon the aſſiſtance of Heaven, he frequently aſcribes the 


common dictates of wiſdom to the Goddeſs of it. If we take 
we act here inſpired by Minerva, as it lies nakedly in Hamer it 
91 | 5 185 
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Not but his ſou}, reſentful as humane 
Dooms to full vengeance- all th' offending train?) 
With ſpeaking eyes, and voice of plaintive ſound,. 
Humble he moves, imploring all-around. 


is no more than a bare command to beg; an act, that needs not 


the wiſdom of a Goddeſs to command : But we are to under- 


ſtand it as a direction ta Ulyſſes how to behave before the Sui- 
tors upon his firſt appearance, how to carry on his diſguife ſo+ 
artfully as to prevent all ſuſpicions, and take his meaſures fo: ef- 
fectually as to work his own re- eſtabliſhment: In this light, the 
command becomes worthy of a Goddeſs: The act of begging is 
only the method by which he carries on his defign; the conſe- 

ence of it is the main point in view, namely, the Suitors de- 

ruction. The reſt is only the ſtratagem, by which he obtains- 
the victory. | 167 vitj 1 ! tragomet 20 | 

v. 435. And learn the gen rous from th ignoble heart: 

(Not bat his fonl, reſem ful as humane, 
Dooms to full vengeance all th offending train.] 

A ſingle virtue, or act of humanity, is not a ſufficient atonement 
for a whole life of inſolence and oppreſſion; ſo that altho* ſome 
of the Suirors ſhould be found leſs guilty than the reſt; yer they. 
are ſtill roo guilty to deſerve impunity, _ f 

v. 248. With ſpeaking eyes, and voice of plaintive ſonne 
Homer inſerts this particularity to -ſhew the complying nature of 
Ulyſſes in all fortunes; - he is ny where aroAuTporor, it is his 
diſtinguiſhing character in the firſt. verſe of the Odyſſey, and it ia 
viſible in every part of it. He is an artiſt in the trade of beg- 
ging as Enftathins obſerves, and knows how to become the low- 
eſt, as well as the higheſt ſtation, 
Homer adds, that the Suitors were ſtruck with wonder at the 
ſight of Ulyſſes. This is (ſays Exſtathins) becauſe they had never - 
before ſeen him in Ithaca, and concluded him to be a foreigner. 
But I rather think it is a compliment Homer pays to his Heroe - 
to repreſent. his port and figure to be ſuch, as tho a beggar, ſtruck: 
them with aſtoniſhment. | TY 
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440 The proud feel pity, and relief beſto , 
With ſuch an image touch'd of human woe 
Enquiring all, their wonder they confeſs, 
And eye the man, majeſtic in diſtreſs. 
While thus they gaze and queſtion with their eyes, 4: 
445 The bold Melanthius to their thought replies. 1 
My Lords! this ſtranger of gigantic port 
The good Eumæus uſher'd to your court. 
Full well I mark d the features of his face, 
Tho' all unknown bis clime, or noble race. | 
450 | And i is this preſent, ſwineherd! of tby band! N 
Bring'ſ thou theſe vagrants to infeſt the land ? 
(Returns Antinous with retorted eye) 
Objects uncouth! to check the genial joy. | 
Enough of theſe our-court already grace, . 
455 Of giant ſtomach, and of famifh'd face. W 
such gueſts Eumaus to bis country brings. 
To ſhare our feaſt, and lead the life of Rings... ; 
To whom the hoſpitable ſwain rejoin'd : 


47: 


475 


T hy paſſion, Prince, belies thy knowing mind. 
| 460 Who calls, from diſtant nations to his .], 
Fs poor, 3 their wants alone? 5 3327 n 


Round 
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Round the wide world are ſought thoſe men divine 
Who publick ſtructures raiſe, or who deſign; 
Thoſe to whoſe eyes the Gods their ways reveal, 
465 Or bleſs with ſalutary arts to head; 
But chief to Poets ſuch reſpect belongs, U 
By rival nations courted for their ſongs; | 
Theſe States invite, and mighty Kings admire, 
Wide as the ſun diſplays his vital frre... 
470 It is not ſo with Want! how few that feed 
A wretch unhappy, meerly for his need? vs.) 
Unjuſt to me and all that ſerve the ſtate, 
To love Ulyſſes is to raiſe thy hate. 
For me, ſuffice the approbation won 
475 Of my great miſtreſs, and her god - like ſon. 
To him 7Teemachus. No more incenſe - 
The man by nature prone to inſolence: 
Injurious minds juſt anſwers but provoke 
Then turning to Antinous, thus he ſpoke, 


— 


v. 462. Round the wide world are ſought thoſe men divine, &c.] 
This is an evidence of the great honour antiently paid to perſons 
eminent in mechanic arts: The Architect, and publick artiſans, 
Inparzpyo, are joyn'd with the Prophet, Phylician, and Poet, who 
were efteem'd almoſt with a religious veneration, and look*d up- 
on as public bleſſings, Honour was antiently given to men in 
proportion to the benefits they brought to ſociety: A uſeleſs great 
man is a burthen to the earth, while the meaneſt artiſan is.bene- 
ficial ro his fellow- creatures, and uſeful in his generation. 


Thanks 


* 
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| 480 Thanks to thy care! whoſe abſolute command 
Thus drives the ſtranger: from our court and land; 500 
Heav n bleſs its oer with a better mind! 
From enyy free, to cbarity inelin'd. 
This both Penelope and I afford: 
= 45 Then, Prince! be bounteous of Uhyſes* board. 
To give another's is thy hand ſo flow? - - 5 
80 much more ſweet, to ſpoil, than to beftow ? 
1 Whence, great Nlemachus ! this lofty ſtrain? 
( Auinous cries with inſolent diſdain) 
490 Portions like mine if ey'ry Suitor gave, | 
Our walls this twelvemonth ſhould not ſee the ſlave; 1e 
He ſpoke, and lifting high above the board — | 
His pond'rous footftool, ſhook it at his lord. 
The reſt with equal hand conſerr d the bread; 
| 495 He fill d his ſerip, and to the threſhold ſped; 
= But firſt before Antinaus ſtopt, and ſaid. 
| 1 | | Beſtow, my friend! thou. doſt not ſeem the worſt 
| Of all the Greeks, but Prince-like and the firſt, 
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- Then 


Vi. 497. Beſtom, my friend! &tc.) Ulyſſes here acts with a 
prudent nen he e not to have underſtood the 
ſrony of Antinons, nor to have obſery'd his preparation to ſtrike 
_ kim; and therefore proceeds as if he apprebended no danger. 
\ "This at once ſhews the patience of Ulyſſes who is inur'd to ſuf- 
ferings and gives a foundation for the puniſhment of Antinons in 


che concluſion of the Oayſſey, It: 
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Then as in dignity, be firſt in worth, 50 
500 And I hall praiſe thee thro* the boundleſs earth 
Once I enjoy'd in luxury of ſtate 
Whate'er gives man the envy'd name of Great; 
Wealthy ſervants, friends, were mine in better days; © 
And hoſpitality. was then my praiſe; 
joy In every ſorrowing ſoul I pour'd delight, 
And poverty ſtood ſmiling in my fight. 
But Zove, all- governing, whoſe only will 
Determines Fate, and mingles good with ill, 
Sent me (to puniſh my purſuit of gain) 
lo With roving pyrates o'er the Zgyptian main: 
By Zgypr's filver flood our ſhips we moor 3 
Our ſpies commiſſion d ſtrait the coaſt explore; 
Ie is obſervable, that Uh/ſes gives his own Hiflory in the ſame 


words as in the fourteenth book, yet varies from it in the con- 
cluſion; he there ſpoke to Exmens, and Exmens is here preſent, 
and hears the ſtory: How is it then that he does not obſerve cha 
falſification of Ulyſſes, and conclude him to be an impoſtor ? Ex- 
fathins labours for an anſwer; he imagines that Eamexs was in- 
advertent, or had forgot the former relation, and yer aſſerts that 
the reaſon why U 2 tells the ſame Hiſtory in part to Antinons, 


roceeds from a fear of detection in Eamaas. I would rather 


imagine that Ulyſſes-makes the deviation, truſting to the judgment 
of 2 who might cenclude that there was ſome good reaſon 
why he forbears to let Antinous into the full Hiſtory of his life; 
eſpecially, becauſe he was an enemy both to Ulyſſes and Enmens :- 
he * therefore eaſily reflect, cha of from i of his tory 


aroſe from prudence and defign, from impoſture and 
„MxVAZ JUL | we 


falſood. 
MV OIMKATIAd 


„ 


— 


Fi yrThe ſpreading clamor to their city fſies, 2500 


-$20We turn'd to flight; the gath'ring vengeance ſpread 


 F25And gave to Dmetor, Cyprus haughty Lord 
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But impotent of mind, with lawleſs will © 
The country ravage, and the natives kill; / 
And horſe-and foot in mingled tumult riſee 
The red' ning davyn reveals the hoſtile fields © 
Horrid with briſtly ſpears, and gleaming ſhields: b 
Jove thunder d on their fide: our guilty head 


On all parts round, and heaps on heaps lay dead. 

Some few the foes in ſervitude detain; 4 29 ine, 4 

Death ill exchang'd for bondage and for pain! 
Unhappy me a Cyprian: took a-board, '' & 


by 7 P 3 * 
— 


CS OCHS een dannn 101 Hf 

v. 525, And gave to Dmetor, Cyprus“ haughty Lord.) We 

are not to ſearch too exactly into hiſtoric truth among the ficti- 
ons of Poetry; but it is very probable that this Dmetor was real- 1 
ly King of Cyprus. Euſtathius is of this opinion; but it may be 
objected, that Cinyras Was King of Cypras in the time of Ulſſes., L 
Thus {b, Xl. Ziad, — | TON 99) £712 | 

8 Fe | | Vc R 
Toͤ“ũe beaming Cuiraſs next adorn' d his breaſt : w_ 5 
+." © The ſame which once King Cinyras paz; | 
wp fame of Greece, and ber aſſembled bot, 
Had reach d that Monarch on the Cyprian coat. 


e e nde tow buch | 7 ty 2 7 | | 
The anſwer is, there were almoſt twenty years elapſed ſince the 


mention of this breaſt-plate of Cinyras; this King therefore being 
dead, Dmetor poſſeſt the Cyprian throne. _. * ed, pi 


= | MVS EVM Hither, 
BRITANNICVM[| 


90 Unleſs at diſtance, wretch! thou keep behind. -. Þ 


535 Nor wonder I, at ſuch profuſion ſhown; _... 
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Hither, to 'ſeape bis chains, my, courſe L ſieer, 

Still curſt by fortune, and inſulted here! 
To whom Antinous thus his rage expreſt. 
What God has plagu d us with this gormaund gueſt? 

} 

Another Ifle than Cyprus more unkind, 

Another Ægypr, ſhalt thou quickly find. 

From all thou beg'ſt, a bold audacious ſlave ; 

Nor all can give ſo much as thou canſ crave. 


7 


Shameleſs they give, who give what's not their own. 
The Chief, retiring. 5 Souls, like that in thee, . ; 

Ill ſuit ſuch forms of grace and dignity, | 

Nor will that hand to utmoſt need afford 


$40 The ſmalleſt portion of a waſteful board, 
Whoſe luxury whole patrimonies ſweeps, 


Yet ſtarving Want, amidſt che riot, weepss/ 1 
- The haughty Suitor with reſentment burns, 


And ſow'rly ſmiling, this reply returns. 


v. $32. Another Egypt, Sc.] This paſſage is a full demon- 
8 that the . calPd Agypt in the days of Homer, 
as well as the river Niles; for in the ſpeech, he uſes Aru los 
in the maſculine gender to denote the river, and here te calls ic 
n ANI in the feminine, to ſhew that he ſpeaks of the 
country :. The former word agreeing with ere, the latter 


a” 


with v 


Take 
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345 Take that, ere yet thou quit this princely throng; ) 
And dumb for ever be thy ſland'rous tongue! $% 
He ſaid, and bigh the whirling tripod flung. 
His ſhoulder-blade receiv'd th ungentle ſhock ; 
| He ſtood, and 'mov'd not, like a'mirble rock; * 
550 But ſhook his thoughtful head, nor more complait d, 


- 
: 


Sedate of ſoul, his character ſuſtain d. 


Before bis feet the well · ill d ſcrip he threw, 
And thus with ſemblance mild addreſt the crew. 


555 May what T ſpeak your princely minds approre, 


Ye Peers and rivals in this noble love? 
Not for the hurt I grieve; but for the cauſe. 
If, when the ſword our country's quarrel draws, 


v. 557. Not for the hurt 1 grieve, bat for the tanſe.] The rea-; 
Toning of OMe wm the original is not without ſome obſcurity: 
For how can it be affirm'd, that it is no greas afiiQtion to have 
our property invaded, and to be wounded in the defence of it? 
The beggar who ſuffers for asking an alms, has no injury done 


Him, except the violence offer d to his perſon ; but it is a double 


injury, to ſuffer both in our perſons and properties. We muſt 
therefore ſuppoſe that Ulyſſes means, that the importance of the 
eauſe, when our rights are invaded, is equal ro the danger, and 
that we ought to ſuffer wounds, or even death, in defence of it; 
that a brave man grieves not at ſuch laudable adyentures. 
perhaps Uhfſes ſpeaks only ' with reſpe& to Antinaus, and 
means that it is a greater injury to offer violence to the poor 
and the ſtranger, chan to perſons of greater fortunes and 


faction. 


And taly form'd revenge: then back withd N 


Or 


5 Euſt athins 


2a r 


6 From Mars impartial ſome broad wound we bear; 
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Or if defending what is juſtly dear, 8 n 


The gen rous motive dignifies the ſcar. 
But for meer want, how hard to ſuffer wrong? 
Want brings enough of other ills along? 
Yet if injuſtice never be ſecure, 7 1 
by If fiends revenge, and Gods aſſert the poor, | 
Death ſhall lay low the proud aggreſſor's head, 
And make the duſt Antinous bridal bed, 
Peace wretch ! and eat thy bread without offence, 
(The Suitor cry'd) or force ſhall drag thee hence, 5 
) Scourge thro? the publick ſtreet, and caſt thee there; 
A mangled carcaſe for the hounds to tear. 
His furious deed the gen'ral anger mov'd, 
All, ev'n the worſt, condemn'd; and ſome reprov d- 
Was ever Chief for wars like theſe renown'd? _ 


575 I] fits the ſtranger and the poor to wound. 


Euſtathius gives 2 d meaning to the ſpeech of U et; 
he applies it to his preſent condition, and it is the fame as if 
he had faid openly, It would be no great matter if I had been 
wounded in defence of my Palace, and other properties, but to 
ſuffer only for asking an alms, this is a deep afſſiction. 80 
that Ulyſſes ſpeaks in general, but intends his own particular 
condition; and the import of the whole is, I grieve to ſuffer, 
m upon any weighty account, but only for being poor and 

gf. 3 | | | 


Unbleft 


— 


— 


— 24 o 
— 
2 = = Av 4 5 \ . 
— AID gy 
r cen rogad ens 


. r COT A 


— 
A 


mf is Sa he, br —— - —_ 


— ene — — | e — — — 8 8 A 
.. REEF" ß 
2 - 2 0 - Y 


: 1 — » 
„„ AE et AED ood wen tus, - - 


it 
» 
. 
— 
[> 
4 
34 


. 


144 HOMER's ODYSSEF. Book XVIL 


Uobleſt thy hand! if in this low diſguiſe 
Wander, perhaps, ſome inmate of the cies N . 
They (curious oft of mortal actions) deign 

In forms like theſe, to round the earth and main; 7 


580 Juſt and unjuſt recording i in their mind, 


And with ſure eyes inſpecting all mankind. 
Telemachus abſorpt in thought ſevere, 
Nouriſn d deep rn tho he ſhed no. tear; 


But 


v. 578. (earious oft of human action, &c.] We' have 
already mw that it was the opinion of * antients, that 


the Gods e ps _ an buman 4 ah T's Ovid by 


% r 
. © 8 12399 


Summe delabor nens | 
Et Deus bumanà * Sub imagine ter ras. 


* oy 
* 


J refer the 464 to the objections of Plato, eee in the 


preceding book. It is obſervable, that Homer puts this remark- 
able truth into the mouth of the Suitors, to ſhew, ghar it was 


certain and undeniable; when it is atreſted even dy ſuch 3 
as had no piety or zeigten. Ef Nady 


V. 582, Telemachus . 
Nomriſh'd deep anguiſh, tho" he ſhed no tear. ] 
This is ſpoken with particular judgment; Telemachus is here to 


act the 5755 of 2 wiſe man, not of a tender ſon; he reftrains his 
t 


tears leſt they ſhould betray his father, it being impr obable that 
he ſhould weep for a vagabond and beggar. We find he has pro- 
fited by the inſtructions of Pal and in. Kot the FOR 
gigen in the former book. : 


CY 
4 = 


If ſeorn inſult my 933 e, 


Bear it, my ſon; verreſs thy rigng rage. 
If outrag d, ceaſe that outrage to repell, 
Bear it, my ſon, tho thy brave heart rebell, 


Telemachus 


L 


99 
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But the dark brow of ſilent ſorrow ſhook: 

535 While thus his mother to her virgins ſpoke. 
On him and his may the bright God of day 
That baſe, inhoſpitable blow repay ! 

The nurſe replies: If Fove receives my pray'r, 

«© Not one ſurvives to breath to-morrow's air. 
$99 All, all are foes, and miſchief is their end ; 

Antinous molt to gloomy death a friend; 


t (Replies the Queen) the ſtranger begg d their * 
And melting pity ſoften'd ev'ry face; 

e 

t From ev'ry other hand redreſs he found, 


95 But fell Autinous anſwer'd with a wound, 
Amidſt her maids thus ſpoke the prudent Queen, 
Then bad Eumaus call the Pilgrim in. 

* Much of th' experienc'd man I long to hear, 

8 H or his certain eye, or liſt'ning ear 

G20 Have learn'd the fortunes of my wand'ring Lord? 
Thus ſhe, and good Eumæus took the word, 


: A private audience if thy grace impart, 

1 The ftranger's words may eaſe the royal heart: 
= | 

E | 


| Telemachns ſiruggles againſt the yearnings of nature, and ſhews 
himſelf ro be a maſter of his paſſions ; he inuft therefore be. 
thought to exert an act of wiſdom, not of nn 


5 r G His 
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His facred eloquence in balm diſtils, 


| 605 And the ſooth'd heart with ſecret pleaſure fills. 
Three days have ſpent their beams, three nights have run 


Their ſilent journey, ſince his tale begun, 
Unfiniſh'd yet, and yet I thirſt d. hear! 
As when ſome heav'n- taught Poet charms the ear, 


61 (Suſpending ſorrow with celeſtial ſtrain . 


Breath'd from the Gods to ſoften human pain) 
Time ſteals away with unregarded wing, 
And the ſoul hears him, tho' he ceaſe to ſing. 
Ulyſſes late he ſaw, on Cretan ground, 


615 (His father's gueſt) for Minos birth renown'd. 


He now but waits the wind, to 'waft him o'er 


With boundleſs treaſure, from Theſprotia's ſhore. 


v. 615. = For Minos' birth renown'd.] Diodorns J 


culus thus writes of Mines: He was the ſon of Fapiter and 
& Europa, who was fabled to be carried by a bull; (that is, in 
« a ſhip called the bull, or chat had the image of a bull carved 
© upon its prow) into Crete: Here Minos reign'd, and built ma- 
ce ny Cities; he eflabliſh'd many laws among the Cretans; he al- 
4 0 provided a navy, by which he ſubdued many of the adj1- 
ce cent Iſlands. The expreſhun in the Greek will bear a two- 
« fold ſenſe; and-implies either, where Minos was born, or where 
* the deſcendants of Minos reign; tor Idomeneus, who govern'd 


&« Crete in the days of Ulyſſes, was a deſcendant of Minos, from 


« his ſon Deucalion. 
Homer mentions it as an honour to Crete, to gory given birch 


to fo great a law-giver as Minos; and it is univerſally true, that 
every great man is an honour to his coumry: Athens did not 
give reputation to learn'd men, but learned men to Athens, 


To 


62 
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To this the Queen. The wand'ter let me hear, 
While yon luxurious race indulge their cheer, 


620 Devour the grazing ox and browzing goat, 


And turn my gen'rous. vintage down their throat. 
For where's an arm, like thine Ulyſſes ſtrong, 
To curb wild riot and to puniſh wrong? 
She ſpoke. Telemachus then ſacez'd aloud; 
625 Conftrain'd, his noſtril eccho'd thro' the crowd. 
| The 


v. 624. Telemachus then ſucex d aloud, Euſta- 
thins fully explains the nature of this omen; for ſneezing was 
reckon'd ominous both by the Greeks. and Romans, While Pene- 
lope utrer'd theſe words, Telemachus ſn-*zes; Penel pe accepts the 
omen, and expects the words to be verify'd. The original of the 
veneration paid to ſneezing is this: The he d is the moſt facred 
part of the body, the ſeat of thought and reaſon: now the ſneeze 
coming from the head, the Antients look'd upon it as a ſign or 
omen, and beliey'd it to be ſent by Jupiter; therefore they regard - 
ed it with a kind of adoration : The Reader will have a full idea 
of the nature of the omen of ſneezing, here mention'd, from a 


ſingular inſtance in /ib, 3. of Xenophon, in his expedition of - 


rus, Xenophon having ended a ſhort ſpeech to his ſoldiers with 
theſe words, viz. * We have many reaſons to hope for preſer- 
e vation; they were ſcarce utter'd, when a certain ſoldier ſneez d: 
the whole army took the omen, and at once paid adoration to 
the Gods; then Xenophon reſuming his diſcourſe, proceeded, 
© Since, my: fellow-ſoldiers, at the mention of our preſervation, 
c Jupiter has ſent this omen, c. So that Xenophon fully explains 
Homer, Sneezing was likewiſe reckon'd ominous by the Ro- 


maus. Thus Catullus, 


Hoc ut 'dixit; Amor ſiniſira ut ante 
Dextram ſternuit adprobationem. 


Thus alſo Propertius, 
G 2 Num 
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ted the head, and threw the patient into conv 
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The ſmiling Queen the happy omen bleſt: 
So may theſe impious fall, by fate oppreſt! 
Then to Eumæus: Bring the ſtranger, fly! 
And if my queſtions meet a true reply, 


630 Grac'd with a decent robe he ſhall retire, 


A gift in ſeaſon which his wants require, 
Thus ſpoke Penelope, Eumæus flies 
In duteous haſte, and to Ulyſſes cries. 


The Queen invites thee, venerable gueſt! 
63 5 A ſecret inſtin& moves her troubled breaſt 


Nam tibi naſcenti primis, mea vita, diebus 
Aridas argutum ſternuit omen amor. 


We find in all theſe inſtances that ſneezing was conſtantly re- 


ceiv*d as a good omen, or a ſign of approbation from the Gods, 
In theſe ages we pay an idle ſuperſtition ro ſneezing, but it is 
ever look'd upon as a bad omen, and we cry God beſt von, upon 
Hearing it, as the Greeks in latter times ſaid C49: or Zei econ. 
We are told this cuſtom aroſe from a mortal diſtemper that affec- 


that occafion'd his death. 
I will only add from | Enſtathius, that Homer expreſſes the 


Joudneſs of the ſneezing, to give a reaſon why Penelope heard 
it, ſhe being in an apartment at ſome diſtance from Telem a- 


chus. | 
The ſneezing likewiſe gives us the reaſon why Penelope imme- 


diately commands Eumæus to introduce the beggar into her pre- 


ſence; the omen gave her hopes co hear of Ulyſſes, ſhe ſaw the beg- 
gar was a ſtranger, and a traveller, and therefore expected hw 


might be able to give her ſome information. 


bfc 
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Of her long-abſent Lord from thee to gain 
Some light, and ſooth her ſoul's eternal pain. 
If true, if faithful thou, her grateful mind 
Of decent robes a preſent has deſign'd; 
640 $0 finding favour in the royal eye, 
Thy other wants her ſubjects ſhall ſupply. 
Fair truth alone (the patient man reply'd) 
My words fhall dictate, and my lips ſhall guide: 
To him, to me, one common lot was giv'n, 
645 In equal woes, alas! inyoly'd by heav'n. 
Much of his fates I know; but check'd by fear 
I and; the hand of violence is here: 
Here boundleſs wrongs the ſtarry skies invade, 


Is, And injur'd ſuppliants ſeek in vain for aid. 

0 050 Let for a ſpace the penſive Queen attend, 
„Nor claim my ſtory till the fan deſcend; 

. Then in ſuch robes as ſuppliants may require, 

0 Compos'd and chearful by the genial fire, 

0 | | 

V v. 644. To him, to me, one common lot was givꝰ'n, 

„ In equal woes, alas! involv'd by heav'n.] 12 

14 Theſe words bear a double ſenſe, one applicable to the ſpeaker, 
"4 the other to the Reader: The Reader, who knows this beggar to 


be Ulyſſes, is pleas'd with the conceal'd meaning, and hears with 
pleaſure the beggar affirming that he is fully inſtructed in the 
misfortunes of Ulyſſes : But ſpeaking in the character of a beggar, 
he keeps Eumæus in ignorance, who believes he is reciting the 
adventures of a friend, while he really gives his own Hiſtory. 


G3 When 
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When loud uproar and Jawleſs riot craſs, 
G55 Shall her pleas'd ear receive my words in peace, 
Swift to the Queen returns the gentle ſwain: 


And, ſay (fhe cries) does fear, or ſhame, detain : 
| 2 


The cautious ſtranger? With the begging kind 
Shame ſuits but ill. Eumæus thus rejoin'd: 
660 He only asks a more propitious hour, 
And ſhuns (who wou'd not?) wicked men in power; 
At ev'ning mild (meet ſeaſon to confer) | 8 
5 


By turns to queſtion, and by turns to hear. 
Whoeꝰ er this gueſt (the prudent Queen replies) 
665 His ev'ry ſtep and ev'ry thought is wile. 
For men like theſe on earth he ſhall not find, 
In all the miſcreant race of humankind. | 2 
Thus ſhe. Eumazns all her words attends, 
And parting, to the Suitor pow'rs deſcends: 
670 There ſeeks Telemachus, and thus apart 
In whiſpers breaths the fondneſs of his heart, 
The time, my Lord, invites me to repair 
Hence to the lodge; my charge demands my care. 
Theſe ſons of murder thirſt thy life to take; 
675 O guard it, guard it, for thy ſervant's fake! 


Thanks 
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Thanks to my friend, he cries ; but now the hour 
Of night draws on, go ſeek the rural bow'r: 
But firſt refreſh: and at the dawn of day 
Hither a victim to the Gods convey, 
80 Our life to heav'n's immortal pow'rs we truſt, 
Safe in their care, for heav'n protects the juſt. 
Obſervant of his voice, Eumæus fate | 
And fed recumbent on a chair of ſlate. 
Then inſtant roſe, and as he mov'd along 
685 'T was riot all amid the Suitor- throng, | 
They feaſt, they dance, and raiſe the mirthful ſong. 
'Till now declining tow'rd the cloſe of day, 
The ſun obliquely ſhot his dewy ray, 


v. 676. | bat now the hour Of night draws on 
The Reader may look back to the beginning ot the preceding book, 
for the explication of dh nears, here mention'd by Homer, 


This book does not fully comprehend the ſpace of one day: It 
begins with the morning, and ends before night, fo that the time 
here mention'd by the Poet, is the evening of the thirty niathe 


day. 
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The ARGUMENT. 
The Fight of Ulyſſes and Irus. 

The Beggar Irus inſults Ulyſſes ;, the Suitors pro- 

mote the Quarrel, in which Irus is worſted, 

and miſerably handled. Penelope deſcends, oy 
recezves the Preſents of the Suitors. The 

5 7 Ulyſſes 50700. 6 
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EIGHTEENTH BOOK 


MM, OF THE 


ODYSSEY. 


| HILE fix'd in thought the penſive Heroe fate;, 


\ A Mendicant approach'd the royal gate; 
A ſurly vagrant of the giant kind, 
The ſtain of manhood, of a coward mind: 


From: 


O 


Homer has been ſeverely blam'd for deſcribing Ulyſſes, a King, 
entring theliſts with a beggar : Rapin affirms, that he demeans him 


ſelf by engaging with an unequal adverſary. The object ion would be 


unanſ{werable, if Ulyſſes appear'd in his royal character: But it is as 
neceſſary in Epic Poetry as on the Theatre, to adapt the behaviour 
of every perſon to the character he is to repreſent, whether real or- 
imaginary. Would it not have been ridiculous to have repreſented 
him, while he was diſguis'd in the garb of a beggar, refuſing he 
combat, becauſe he knew himſelf ro be a King? and would nar. 
ſuch a conduct have endapger'©. — Ought- we net _ 

-0-- TREPT 
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5 From feaſt to feaſt, inſatiate to devour 1 
He flew, attendant on the genial hour; 
When on his mother's knees a babe he lay, 

She nam'd Arnæus on his natal day, | 


ther to look upon this Epiſode as an inſtance of the greatneſs of 
the calamities of Ulyſſes, who is reduced to ſuch uncommon ex- 
tremities as to be "a upon a level with the meaneſt of wretches ? 
v. 8. She nam'd Arnæus I] It ſeems probable from this 151 
paſſage, that the mother gave the name to the child in the days | 
of Homer; tho* perhaps not without the concurrence of the father: 
Thus in the ſcriptures it is faid of Leah, that ſhe bare a fon and 
called his name Reuben; and again, ſhe called his name Simeon; and 
the ſame is frequently repeated both of Leah and Rachael, In 
the age of Ariſtophanes, the giving a name to the child ſeems 
to have been a divided prerogative between. the father and mother: 
For in his Neqaaar there is difpute between Strepſcades and his 
wife, concerning the name of their ſon; The wife was of noble 
birth, and would therefore give him a noble name; the husband 
Was a plain villager, and was rather for a name that denoted fru- 
gality: but the woman not waving the leaſt branch of her prero- 
gative, they compromis'd the affair, by giving the child a com- 
pounded name that imply*d both frugality and chivalry, derived 
from qzidw to ſpare, and iTTo an horſe; and the young Cavaliers. 
name was Phidippides. Euſtathius affirms, that antiently the mo- 
ther nam'd the child; and the Scholiaſt upon Ariffophanes in avib. 
quotes a fragment from Buripides to this purpoſe, from a Play 
call'd c/Egens. | | 


1— 12 1 


| Sa 
O 


Ti os fg iy Jerate Tino wpuace. 


What was the name given on the tenth day by the mother to the child? 
Dacier tells us, that the name of Arnens was prophetic uTo Toy 

apror, from the ſheep the glutton would devour when he came to man- 
Hoca; but this is mere fancy, and it is no reaſon becauſe he proved 
2ubglutton, that therefore the name foretold it: One might rather 
think the fondneſs of the mother toward her infant, ſuggeſted a 
very different view ; She gave the name according to her wiſhes, 
and flatrer'd her ſelf that he would prove a very rich man, 

8 & man of many flocks and herds; and therefore ſhe call'd him 
| *Apvzicc: and this is the more probable, becauſe all riches origi- 
nally conſiſted in flocks and herds, 
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But Irus his aſſociates call'd the Boy, 
10 Practis d, the common meſſenger to fly, 


Ius, a name expreſſive of th' employ. 
From his own roof with meditated blows 
He ſtrove to drive the Man of mighty woes. 
Hence dotard, hence! and timely ſpeed thy way, 
If Leſt dragg'd in vengeance, thou repent thy ſtay; 
See how with nods aſſent yon princely train! 
But honouring age, in mercy I refrain 
In peace away! leſt if perſuaſions fail, 
This arm with blows more eloquent prevail. 
23 To whom with ſtern regards: O inſolence, 
Indecently to rail without offence ! 
What bounty gives, without a rival ſhare, 
I ask, what harms not thee, to breathe this air: 
Alike on alms we both precarious live: 
25 And canſt thou envy, when the great relieve? 
Know from the bounteous heav'ns all riches flow, 
And what man gives, the Gods by man beſtow; 
Proud as thou art, henceforth no more be proud, 
Leſt I imprint my vengeance in thy blood; 


v. 11. Irus, a name expreſſive of th' employ.] To underſtand 
this, we muſt have recourſe to the derivation of the word Iras ; 
it comes from sip, which ſignifies nuntio; Irus was therefore fo 
call'd, becauſe he was a public meſſenger; and Iris bears that 
name, as the meſſenger of the Gods; lęcs, aFay/innwr; Ipis, 
Af Heſychins, . 

Old 
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30 Old as 1 am, ſhould once my fury burn, 
How wouldſt thou fly, nor ev'n in thought return? 
Mere woman-glutton! (thus the churl reply'd) 
A tongue ſo flippant, with a throat ſo wide! 
Why ceaſe I, Gods! to daſh thoſe teeth away, 
35 Like. ſome vile ſwine's, that greedy of his prey 
Uproots the bearded corn?” riſe, try the fight, 
2 Gird well the loins, approach, and feel my might: 


To daſn thoſe teeth away 
Like __ vile Boar”s. | FE 

| Theſe words refer to a cuſtom that prevailed in former ages; it 
was allow*d to ſtrike out the teeth of any beaſt which the owner 
found in his. grounds: Euſtathius informs us, that this was a cu- 
ſtom or law among the people of Cyprus; but from what Homer 
here ſpeaks, it ſeems to have been a general practice; at lea it 

was in uſe amongſt the Trhacans. © | 

v. 47. Gird well thy loius.] We may gather from hence the 3 

manner of the ſingle combat; the champions fought naked, and on - 
ly made nſe of a cincture round the loins out of decency, Homer 

directly affirms it, when Uly es prepares for the fight. 


v. 34 


Then girding his ſtrong loins, the King prepares 

To cloſe in combat, and his body bares; 

Broad ſpread his Moulders, and his nervous thighs. | 
By juſt degrees like well-turn'd columns riſe; | 4 
Ample his cheſt, his arms are round and long, f 
And each flrong jeint Minerva knits more ſtrong. 


Thus Diomed in the Iliad girds his friend Euryalus when he en- 
gages Epens. | | | 


Officions with the cincture girds him round. 


The ſpeeches here are ſhorr, and the periods remarkably conciſe, f 
ſuitable ro the nature of anger. The Reader may conſult the An- 
notations on the-20t® hook, concerning the Goat's entrails men- 
tion'd by Ant inous. | 3 | 
- ng | SUTE. 
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Bure of defeat, befdts the Peers engage; 
Unequal fight! when youth contends with age! 
40 Thus in a wordy war their tongues diſplay 
More fierce intents, preluding to the fray; 
Antinous Hears, and in a jovial vein, 
Thus with loud laughter to the Suitor-train:- 
This happy day in mirth, my friends employ; 
45 And lo! the Gods conſpire to crown our joy. 
| See ready for the fight, and hand to hand, 
Yon ſurly mendicants contentious ſtand; 
Why urge we not to blows? Well-pleas'd they ſpring | 
Swift from their ſeats, and thick'ning form a ring. 
50 To whom Antinous. Lo! enrich'd with blood. 
A kid's well-fatted entrails (taſteful food!) 
On glowing embers lie; on bim beſtow 
The choiceſt portion who ſubdues his foe; 
Grant him unrivabd in theſe walls to ſtay,. 
55 The ſole attendant on the genial day. 
The Lords applaud : Uſes then with art, 
And fears well-feign'd, diſpuis'd his dauntleſs heart: 
Worn as I am with age, decay'd with woe, 
Say- is. it baſeneſs, to decline the foe? 
60 Hard conflict! when calamity and age | 
With vigorous youth, unknown to cares, engage! 
Yet 


1 
nner 
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Vet fearful of diſgrace, to try the day - 


Imperious bunger bids, and I obey; 


But ſwear, impartial arbiters of rigbtt. 
65 Swear, to ſtand neutral while we cope in fight. 


The Peers aſſent: when ſtrait his facred head 
Telemachus uprais'd, and ſteraly Bid, . | . . 
Stranger if prompted to chaſtiſe the wrong | 
Of this bold inſolent, confide, be ſtrong ! „ 


70 Th injurious Greek that dares attempt a blow, 


That inſtant makes Telemachus his foe; 


And theſe my & friends ſhall guard the facred ties 


of boſpiality, for they aro wiſe. 


v. 64. But ſwear, impartial arbiters of right, © © 
Swear to fland neutral while we cope in fight. ] 
This is a very neceſſary precaution : Ulyſſes had reaſon to appre- 


hend that the Suitors would intereſt themſelves in the cauſe of 


Irns, who was their daily attendant, rather chan in that of a per- 
fe& ſtranger. Homer takes care to point out the prudence of 
Ulyſſes upon every emergence: Beſiges, he raiſes this fray between 
two beggars into ſome dignity, by requiring the ſanction of an, 
oa:h to regulate the laws of the combat. It is the fame folem- 


nity uſed in the Iliad between Paris and Menelaus, and repreſents 
theſe combarants engaging with the formality of two Heroes, - 


v. 72. And theſe my friends ſhall guard the ſacred ties 
| Of hoſpitality, for they are wiſe. ] _ 
When Telemachns ſpeaks theſe words, he is to be ſuppoſed to turn 


to Eurymachus and Antiuous, to whom he directs his diſcourſe. 


It muſt be allow'd that this is an artful piece of flattery in Telema- 
chus, and he makes uſe of it to engage theſe two Princes, who 
were the chief of the Suitors, on his ſide. | 


Antinous and Zur) machus. 


Then 
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Then girding his ſtrong loins, the King prepares 
75 To cloſe in combat, and his body bares; 5 
Broad ſpread his ſhoulders, and his nervous thighs 
By juſt degrees like well-turn'd. columns riſe : 
Ample his cheſt, his arms are round and long, 
And each ſtrong joint Minerva knits more ſtrong, 
$0 (Attendant on her chief:) the Suitor-crowd 
With wonder gaze, and gazing ſpeak aloud; 
Trus, alas! ſhall Irus be no more, ? 
Black fate impends, and this th' avenging hour! 
Gods! how his nerves a matchleſs ſtrength proclaim: 
$5 Swell o'er bis well-ſtrung limbs, and brace his frame! 
| | Then pale with fears, and ſick' ning at the fight, 
They dragg'd the unwilling us to the fight; 
From his blank viſage fled the coward blood, 
And his fleſh trembled as aghaſt he ſtood: = 


v. 82, Irus, alas! ſhal! Irus be no mire.) This is literally 
tranſlated : Iconfeſs I wiſh Homer had omitted theſe little collu- 
ſions of words: he ſports with "Ipec diese. It is a low conceit, 
—_— to the derivation of Irus, and means that he ſhall never 
more be a meſſenger, The tranſlation, tho* it be verbal, yet is 
tree from ambiguity, and the joke conceal'd in dipcs: this will be 
evident if we fubſtitute another name in the place of Irns; we 
may ſay Achilles ſhall be no longer Achilles, without deſcending 
from the gravity of Epic Poetry, | 


O that 
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90 O that ſuch baſeneſs ſhould diſgrace the light! \ 
O hide it, death, in everlaſting night ! | 
(Exclaims Antinous) can a vigorous foe 
Meanly decline to combat age and woe ? d 


2 
Q 


But hear me, wretch ! if recreant in the fray; 
©F That huge bulk yield this ill- conteſted day, 
Inſtant thou ſail'ſt, to Echetus reſign'd, 
A tyrant, fierceft of the tyrant kind, 
| Who 


v. 90. O. that ſuch baſeneſs ſhould diſgrace the light, 

Ohh hide it, death, 2 | 
Euſtathius gives us an inſtance of the deep penetration of ſome 
Critics, in their comments upon theſe words; they have found 
in them the Philoſophy of Pythagoras, and the tranſmigration of. 
Souls. The verſe ſtands thus in Hemer. $4 


C5 
, * 
3 +» II OY FI. , vv | —_— [ Vn) 1— 


— 
O 


. 


Nev paty pert” eine Peyait, geirrt Y 


which they imagine is to be underſtood after this manner; I wiſh 
thou hadſt never been born! and mayſ# thou never exiſt again, or have 

a ſecond being! To recite ſuch an abſurdity, it is to refute it. The 
verſe when literally render'd bears this import; I wiſh thoa wert 
nam dead, or hadft never been born an imprecation very natural to 
perſons in anger, who ſeldom give themſelves time to ſpeak with 
profound alluſions to Philoſophy. | | 


v. 96. Inſtant thom ſail ſt, to Echetus reſgn d. 
A tyrant fierceſt of the tyrant Tad. 
The tradition concerning Echetus ſtands thus: he was King of 
Epirus, the ſon of Euchenor and Phlogea; he had a daughter cal'bd 
Metope, or as others atirm Ampliſſa; ſhe being corrupted by 
E:hmodicus, Echetus put out her eyes, and condemned her to grind 
pieces of iron made in the reſemblance of corn; and told her ſhe 
ſhould recover her fight when ſhe had ground the iron into flour. 
He invited ÆAchmodicus to an entertainment, and cur off the ex- 
cremities from all parts of his body, and caſt them to the dogs; 
” | 2 


ws # © -A mu 
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Who caſts thy mangled ears and noſe a prey 
To hungry dogs, and lops the man away. 
co While with indignant ſcorn he ſternly ſpoke; 
In ey'ry joint the trembling Irus ſhook; x 
Now front to front each frowning champion ſtands, 
And poiſes high in air his adverſe hands. 
The Chief yet doubts, or to the ſhades below 
o5 To fell the Giant at one vengeful blow, / 
Or fave his life; and ſoon his life to fave + | 
The King reſolves, for mercy ſways the brave. 
That inſtant Irus his huge arm extends, 
Full on the ſhoulder the rude weight deſcends: 
110 The ſage Ulyſſes, fearful to diſeloſe | 
The Heroe latent in the man of woes 5 il 
Check'd half his might: yet riſing to the 'flroke; | 
His jaw-bone daſh'd; the craſhing jaw-bone broke: 


at length being ſeiz d with madneſs, he fed upon his on fleſh;. 
and dy d. This Hiſtory is confirm'd, 1b. 4. of Apollonius, 
hs "YEporne "ExtToc Miva EY yelduees xiilpz LE | 
IIe Suyarpo ide porters d xapiral dr, 
' Opgyain e Xanecy daiTpwsra HANDY. 


I wonder how this laſt quotation eſcap'd the diligence of Zaſia- 
thins, Dacier affirms, that no mention is made of Echetus by any 
of the. Greek Hiſtorians, and therefore ſhe has recourſe to another 
tradition, preſerv'd by Euſtathius, who tells us, that Echetus was 
contemporary with Hemer, that the Poet had been ill us'd by 


Down 


him, and therefore took this revenge for his inhumanity. 
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Down drop'd he ſtupid from the ſtunning wound, 
115His feet extended, quivering beat the ground, 
His mouth and noſtrils ſpout a purple flood, litt 
His teeth all ſhatter d ruſh immix'd with blood. 140 
The Peers tranſported, as outſtretch'd he lies, 
With burſts of laughter rend the vaulted skies: 
120 Then dragg'd along, all bleeding from the _—_ 
His length of carcaſs trailing prints the ground; 
Rais'd on his feet, again he reels, he falls. 145 
Till propp'd reclining on the Palace walls ; 
Then to his band a ſtaff the victor gave, 
I25And thus with juſt reproach. addreſs d the ſlave; 1 
| There terrible, affright the dogs, and reign” | | 
A dreaded tyrant oer the beſtial train n ß 
But mercy to the poor and ſtranger ſnow, 18500 
Left heav'n in vengeance ſend ſome migbtier woe; - 
130 Scornful he ſpoke, and o'er his ſhoulder flung 7 
The broad-patch'd ſcrip; the ſerip i in tatters bung 
Ill joyn d, and knotted to a twiſted thong. | 
Then turning ſhort, diſdain'd 2 further 4. 8 
But to the palace meaſur'd back the way.” 
1 35There as he reſted, gathering in a ring 
| The Peers with ſmiles addreſt their unknown King: 


Stranger 
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Stranger may Jove and ali th' aereal pow'rs, 
With ev'ry bleſſing crown thy happy hours! 
Our freedom to thy proweſs'd arm we owe 
140 From bold intruſion of thy coward foe ; 
Inſtant: the flying fail the ſlave ſhall wing 
To Echetus, the monſter of a King. wan 
While pleas'd he hears, Antinous bears the food, 
A kid's well fatted entrails, rich with blood: 
145 The bread from caniſters of ſhining mold 
Amphinomus! and wines that laugh in gold, 
And oh! (he mildly cries) may heaven diſplay | 
A beam of glory o'er thy future day! 
Alas the brave too oft is doom'd to bear 
750 The gripes of poverty, and ſtings of care. 
To whom with thought mature the King replies: 
The tongue ſpeaks wiſely, when the ſoul is wiſe; 
Such was thy father! in imperial ſtate, 2 405 
Great without vice, that oft attends the great: 
v. 140. From bold iutraſi on of thy coward foe.] The word in 
the Greek is dvr va avanToy is 4 voracious appetite, 
a ſtomach that nothing can ſatisy: Heſychius thus explains it: FICTS 
den n be . Es lend, ends vs 
ſhould read i9yv%v, that is, meager, Or a ſfomach that appears al- 
ways un fill d. The general moral that we ate to gather trom the 


behaviour of Ulyſſes and Irus, is that infolence and boaſting are 
—_ of cowardice. 


Nor 
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155 Nor from the ſire art thou the ſon declin'd; 
, Then hear my words, and grave them in thy mind! | 
Of all that breathes or groveling creeps on earth, 165 
Moſt vain is Man! calamitous by birth. | 1 
To-day with pow'r elate, in ſtrength he blooms; 1 
160 The baughty creature on that pow'r preſumes; } 
E 


Anon from heav'n a fad reverſe he feels; 
Untaught to bear, *gainſt heay'n the wretch rebels. 


v. 165. Then hear my words, and grave them in thy mind. 
There never was a finer lecture of Morality read in any of the , 
ſchools of the Philoſophers, than this which, Ulyſſes delivers to Ni 
Amphinomus; he uſhers it in with great ſolemnity, and ſpeaks to | 
all mankind in che perſon of Amphinomns. It is quoted by a va- 
riety of Authors; Plizy in his Preface to his natural Hiſtory, 
lib. 7. has wrote a diſſertation on this ſentence. | 


| 1 

Of all that breathes or growling creeps on earth Or 
Maſt vain is Man, &c. le 
de 


. Ariflotle and Maximas Tyrins quote it; and Plutarch twice refers 
to it. Homer conſiders Man both with reſpect to the errors of the MF 2. 
mind, and the calamities incident to the body; and upon a re- 
view of all mortai creatures, he attributes to man the unhappy 
ſuperiority in miſeries. - But indeed Homer is ſo plain that he 
needs no interpretation, and any words but his own muſt diſgrace 
him. Beſides, this ſpeech is beautiful in another view, and ex- 


cellently ſets forth the forgiving temper of Ulyſſes: He ſaw that T! 
all the ſparks of virtue and humanity were not extinguiſhed in ſer 
Amphinomus; he therefore warns him with great ſolemnity to an 
forſake the Suitors; he imprints conviction upon his mind, tho' the 
ineffectually, and ſhews by it that when he falls by the hand of the 
_ Ulyſſes in the ſucceeding parts of the Odyſſey, his death is not a PY: 
- revenge but a puniſhment. | FI M 
| | | er 


For 


| 
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J 


— 
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For man is changeful as his bliſs or woe, | 
Too high when proſp'rous, when diſtreſt too low. 


165 There 'was a day, when with the ſcornful Great 


I ſwell'd in pomp, and arrogance of ſtate; 


Proud of the pow'r that to high birth belongs; 
And 65d that pow'r to juſtify my wrongs. 


Then let not man be proud: but firm of mind, 


470 Bear the beſt humbly, and the worſt reſign d; 


v. 163. For man is changeful as his bliſs or woe.] Moſt of the 
interpreters have greatly miſrepreſented theſe words, 


8 * , / * 7 
Tots yap Voog 5g i771) Boviey av3gwrwy 
Oi #7” apap dyno. 


They thus tranſlate it, talis mens hominom, qualem dens ſuggerit ; 
or, Such is the mind of man, as Heav'n inſpires :2 bur this 
is an error, for cy cannot refer to vic, but to e, and the 
ſentence is thus to be render'd, Talis mens hominum, qualem diem 
deus inducit; that is, © The mind of man c_ with the com- 
« plexion of the day, as heaven ſends happineſs or miſery; or 
as in the tranſlation, | 8 


For man is changeful as his bliſs er woe, | 
Too high when proſp*rous, when diſtreſs d tos low. 


The Reader will be convinc'd that the conſtruction requires this 
ſenſe, by joyning the prepoſition with the verb, ] with ayu01, 
and rendring it, oioy nap , Den; nothing being more frequent 
than ſuch a diviſion of the prepoſition from the verb amongſt 
the Greeks, Ir muſt be allow'd, that Homer gives a very unhap- 
py, yet too juſt a picture, of human nature: Man is too apt to 
be proud and inſolent in proſperity, and mean and abje& in ad- 
vertity ; and thoſe men who are moſt overbearing in an happy 
late, are always moſt baſe and mean in che day of affliction. 
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Ze dumb when heav'n afflicts! unlike yon train 

Of haughty ſpoilers, inſolently vain; , 

Who make their Queen and all her wealth a prey: 

But Vengeance and Ulyſſes wing their way. 

I75 O may'ſt thou, favour'd by ſome guardian pow'r, 
Far, far be diſtant in that deathful hour? 

For ſure I am, if ſtern Ulyſſes breathe, 

"Theſe lawleſs riots end in blood and death. 


Then to the Gods the roſy juice he pours, 


ISO And the drain'd goblet to the Chief reſtores. 


190 And ſeem to meet, yet fly, the bridal day, 


Stung to the ſoul, o'ercaſt with holy eread, 
He ſhook the graceful honours of his head; 
His boding mind the future woe foreſtall, * 
In vain! by great Telemachus he falls, 
185 For Pallas ſeals his doom: All fad he turns 
To joyn the Peers, reſumes his throne, and mourns. 

| Mean-while Minerva with inſtinctive fires 
Thy ſoul, Penelope, from heav'n inſpires; - 
With flatt'ring hopes the Suitors to betray, 


Thy 


v. 189. With flattering hopes the Suitors to betray] The Greek is 

very conciſe, and the expreſſion uncommon, d merge! bh 

Ae A that is, Penelipe thus acted that ſhe might dilate 

the heart of the Suiters; meaning (as Enftgthins obſerves) that flic 

might give them falſe hopes by appezring in theiy company; = 
| 2 
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Thy husband's wonder, and thy ſon's, to raiſe, 5 
And crown the mother and the wife with praiſe. | 
„ Then, 


the heart ſhrinks and is contracted by ſorrow and deſpair, and is 

again dilated by hope or joy. This is I believe literally true, the 
ſpirits flow briskly when we are in joy, and a new pulſe is gi- 
ven to the blood, which neceſſarily muſt dilate the heart: On the 
contrary, when we are in ſorrow the ſpirits are languid, and the 
blood moves leſs actively; and therefore the heart ſhrinks and 
contracts, the blood wanting vigour to dilate and expand it. 


v. 191. Thy hnisband's wonder, and thy ſon's, to raiſe. ] This is 
ſolely the act of Minerva; for Penelope is ignorant that ſhe is to 
appear before her husband. This interview is excellently mana- 
ged by Homer: Ulyſſes is to be convinced of his wite's fidelity; 
to bring this about, he introduces her upon the public ſtage, where 
her husband ſtands as a common unconcerned ſpectator, and hears 
her expreſs her love for him in the warmieft terms: here is no 
room for art or deſign, becauſe ſhe is ignorant that ſhe ſpeaks 
before Ulyſſes; and therefore her words muſt be ſuppos'd to pro- 
ceed from the heart. This gives us a reaſon why Homer makes 
her dwell at large upon her paſſion for Ulyſſes, and paint it in 
the ſtrongeſt colours, vix. to evidence her chaſtity, and urge C- 
hyſſes to haſten the deſtruction of the Suitors, by convincing him 
that ſhe is able no Jonges ro delude the marriage hour. Bur then 
it may be objected, if Penelope's ſole deſign was to give a falſe 
hope to the Suitors, does ſhe not take a very wrong method, by 
ſpeaking ſo very tenderly of Ulyſſes? is not this a more probable 
' reaſon tor deſpair, than hope? It is true, it would have been ſa, 
if in the concluſion of her ſpeech ſhe had not artfully added, 


Bat when my ſon grows man, the royal ſway 
Reſign, and happy be thy bridal day 
hy So that Telemachus being now grown up to maturity, the Sui tors 


concluded that the nuptial hour was at hand. If then we conũ- 
der the whole conduct of Penelope in this book, it muſt be allowed 


Is to be very.refin'd and artful; ſhe obſerves a due regard towards 
r Ulyſſes, by ſhewing ſhe is not to be perſuaded to marry; and 

ate by the ſame words ſhe gives the Suitors hopes that the day is al- 
ſhe moſt come when ſhe intends to celebrate her nuprtials ; ſhe mana- 
for ges ſo dextrouſly, as to perſuade without a promiſe; and for this 
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Then, while the fireaming forrow * ber eyes, 7 
Thus with a tranſient ſmile the matron cries. 


195 Emrmom>! to go where riot reigns 


I feel an impulſe, tho' my ſoul difdains 5 
To my lov'd fon the ſnares of death to ſhow, 
And in the traytor friend unmask the foe; 


Who ſmooth of tongue, in purpoſe inſincere. 
200 Hides fraud in ſmiles, while death is ambuſh'd there. 


Go warn tby ſon, nor be the warning vain, BI 
 (Reply'd the ſageſt of the royal train) 
But bath'd, anointed, and adorn'd deſcend; | 
_ Pow'rful of charms, bid ev ry grace attend; 


205 The tyde of flowing tears a-while ſuppreſs; | 


Tears but indulge the ſorrow, not repreſs. 
Some j joy remains: To thee a ſon i is giv' a. 


Such as in fondneſs parents ak 0 of heay n. 
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reaſon the words are put into the mouth * Oy: and it is U- 
Hes who gives the hopes, rather than . Penelope, _ 


v. 193. Then, while the ſtreaming ſorrow dims hey Jes, 
Thus with a tranſſen ſmile the mation cries.) © 
Hemer gives us a very beautiful and juſt. image in theſe weeds, 
In the Iliad he uſed a fimilar expreſſion concerning Andromache, 
I zupuiey rrarace ; 4 ſmile chaftts'd with Fears, arg 7 - 
2.a00t%y here bears the ſame 1 import. 


Ve 20% To thee'a ſon is gi 
Such as in fondneſs p arents as? of heav'n. 


Il am not certain that this is = exact ſenſe of Homer; Darier un- 


derſtands 


5 


I. 


Ah 


This agrees neck the renour. of Emryclea's ſpeech, and is 2 _ 
dation of great comfort to Penelite. 3 
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Ah me! forbear, returns the Queen, forbeur 


210 Oh ! talk not, talk not of vain beauty's care! 


No more I bathe, ſince he no longer ſees 

Thoſe charms, for whom alone T wiſh'd to pleaſe; 
The day that bore Ulyſſes from this coaſt, | 
Blaſted the little bloom theſe cheeks could boaſt, - 


215 But inſtant bid Aue deſcend, 


Inſtant Hippodam? our eps attend; 

Ill ſuits it, female virtue to be feen 

Alone indecent, in the walks of men. 

; Then while Eurnomò the mandate bears, 


220 From heav'n Minerva ſnoots with guardian cares; 


derſtands him very differently. Eurynbme (obſerves that Author) 


is not endeavouring to comfort Penelope becauſe her ſon is now 
come to years of maturity; her purpoſe is, to ſhew/ the neceſſity 


ſhe has to have recourſe to art, to aſſiſt her beauty: For (adds 
ſhe) your ſon is grown a man; meaning that a Lady who has a 
ſon twenty years old, muſt have loſt her natural beaury, and has 
occaſion to he obliged to art to give ber an artificial one. This I 


- "confeſs is too true, but it ſeems a little too ludicrous for Epic 
Poetry; I have follow'd a different ſenſe, that gives us a far nobler 
image; conformable to that verſe of Horace. 


Quid voveat dnlci nutricula majut alumm, 
"Fe Seam ſapere, &c. . : 


* 


H 2 


172 HOMER ODISSEY. Book XVILL 


Oer all her ſenſes, as the couch ſhe preſt, - 235 
She pours a pleaſing, deep, and death-like reſt, 
With ev'ry beauty ev'ry feature arms, 
Bids her. cheeks glow, and lights up all her charms, 

225 In her love-darting eyes awakes the fires, 12 
(Immortal gifts! to kindle ſoft Deſires 240 
From limb to limb an air majeftick ſheds, - - 
And the pure ivory o' er her boſom ſpreads, 

Such Venus ſhines, when with a meaſur'd bound 

230 She ſmoothly gliding {ſwims th' harmonious round, | 

When with the graces in the dance ſhe moves, 245 


And fires the gazing Gods with ardent loves. . 6 
Then to the skies her flight Minerva bende, I 
And to the Queen the damſel train deſcends: 1 
eee eee e , 
v. 221. O'er all ber ſenſes, as the couch ſhe pre, | 8 
3 She pours a pleaſing, deep, and death-like ret. 
Thbis is an admirable ſtroke of art, to ſnew the determin'd re- þ 
ſolution of Penelope, to forbear the endeavour of making her per- 
ſon agreeable in any eyes but thoſe of Ulyſſes: A Goddeſs is ob- 
liged to caſt her into an involuntary repoſe, and to ſupply an ad- b. 
ventitious grace while ſhe ſleeps. | | ir 


v. 233. Then to the skies her flight Minerva bends.) We ſee 
Penelope is aA woman of ſo much wiſdom, as to be the favourite 
of Minerva. She aQs in every point with the higheſt diſcretion, 
and is inconſolable for her husband; yet the Poet forbears to let 
her into the ſecret that Ulyſſes is return'd: This is undoubtedly 
an intended fatyr, and Homer means, that a woman in every point 
diſcreet, is ſtill to be ſuſpected of loquacity : This ſeems to — 

| | been 
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235 Wak'd at t their ſteps, her flowing eyes uncloſe; 
The tear ſhe wipes, and thus renews her woes. 
| Howe'er tis well! that Sleep a- while can free 
With ſoft forgetfulneſs, a wretch like me; 
Oh! were it giv'a. to yield this tranſient breath, 
240 Send, oh! Diana, ſend the ſleep of death! 
Why muſt I waſte a tedious life in tears, 
Nor bury in the filent grave my cares? 
O my Uses! ever honour'd name! 
For thee I mourn till death diffolves my bun 
245 Thus wailing, flow and ſadly ſhe deſcends, 
On either hand a damſel train attends : 
Full where the dome its mining valves expands, M4 
Radiant before the gazing Peers ſhe ſtands; i 
A vail tranſlucent o'er her brow diſplay'd, 
250 Her beauty ſeems, and only ſcems, to ſhade: 
sudden ſhe lightens in their dazled eyes, 
And ſudden flames in N boſon riſe; 


been the real ſentiment of Homer, which he more * declares 
in the eleventh Ochſſe ey. ; 


Fa a © F 


When earneſt to . thy end Grid; 
Unfold ſome trifle, but conceal the reſt , 

For ſince of womankind ſo ſew are jnſt, | 
Think all are falſe, nor ev'n the faithful traſt. 


H 3 They 


255 O why! ] my ſon, why now no more appear 


” 


200 Speaks thee an Heroe from an Heroe fn: . 


265 If thou the ſtranger's righteous cauſe decline. Zh = 


270 For others good, and melt at others woe: 


A man in ſtature, ſtill a boy in heart! 


I bear their outrage, tho my ſoul rebel: 
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They ſend their eager ſouls with ev ry look, . 75 : 
Till filence thus th' imperial matron broke; "ob 


That warmth of ſoul that urg'd thy. Younger years? ' 
Thy riper days no growing worth impart, - 


"4 


* 


- N 
* 


Thy well. knit frame unprofitably ſtrong, 5 54537 | 


But the juſt Gods i in yain thoſe gifts beſtow,, .. 8 
O wiſe alone in form, and brave in ſhow! _ - at 03 
Heav'ns! could a ſtranger feel oppteſſon- $ hand , 5s 
Beneath thy roof, and could'lt thou tamely de 


His is the ſuf” rance, but the ſhame. is thine / 
To whom with filial awe, the Prince. returns: 

That gen' rous ſoul, with Juſt reſentment args... 4 

Yet taught by time, my heart has learn d to glow 


But impotent theſe riots to repel, 


Helpleſs amid the ſnares of death I tread, 
And numbers leagu'd in impious union dread: 


DnD rern 


* 0 ®- : 


IS © But 
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75 But now no crime is theirs: this wrong proceeds 
From Irus, and the guilty Irus bleeds. i 
O would to Foue | ö or her whoſe arms diſplay | 
The ſhield of Fove, or him who rules the nb 
That yon proud Suitors, who licentious tread ' 

250 Theſe courts, within theſe courts like Irus bled; 
Whoſe looſe head tottering as with wine oppreſt, 
obliquely drops, and nodding knocks his breaſt; 
Pow'rleſs to move, his lag r ring feet deny | 
The coward wretch the privilege to fly. 

235 Then to the Queen Enrymachus replies: 

O juſtly lov'd, and not more fair than wiſe! 
Should Greece thro! all her hundred ſtates ſurvey 
Thy finiſh'd charms, all Gregee would own thy ſway, 


v. 275. mums} ; wrong proceeds 

From Irus, and the guilty Irus prov ws 
Exſtathins informs us, that we are here to underſtand the fray be- 
tween Irs and Ulyſſes... Penelope refers to the violence das to 
be offer d to Ulyſſes, when the footſtool was thrown at him by 
Antinoas; we find that ſhe was acquainted with that affault from 
er ſpeech | in the preceding book. In reality, che, Queen was ig- 
orant of the combat between Irs and U. UNI: 2s; but Telemachus 
mi ſunderſtands her with deſign, and makes an Apology for the 


uitors, fearin ing to raiſe a further diſorder, or provoke chem to 


ent act of reſentment. 


v. 209, All Greece would own thy fway, &c.] Himer 
exprelids Greece by Tac "Ayr, Tafian Argos, The word pro- 
perly (as Euſtathius obſerves) denotes the Morea or Peloponneſas, 
" 2 from Iaſus the ſon of Argus, and Jo King of that Coun- 

: H 4 try 


ome more vi 


— —x——— Hr Rr 
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In rival crouds conteſt the glorious prize. : 
290 Diſpeopling realms to gaze upon thy eyes: ; = | 
O womagy lovelieſt of the lovely kind. * 
In body perfect, and compleat i in mind! 5 
Ah me! returns the Queen, when from this ſhore Jos 
Ulyſſes ſail d, then beauty was no more! 3 
295 The Gods decreed theſe eyes no more ſhould keep | 


T heir wonted grace, but only ſerve to weep, 


Should he return, wbate er my bezuties prove. 5 | 
My virtues laſt; my brighteſt charm „ 210 
Now, Grief, thou all art mine! the Gods o'ercaſt 


300 My ſoul with woes, that long, ah long muſt laſt! 


try; Strabo agrees with Enftathins. | Chapman wonderfully riſe 
* 8 Homer, and explains his own miſtake in a paraphraſe of ſix 
nes. 


ren deer eee eee 1 2 


Moſt wiſe Icarius* daughter, if all theſe 
| That did for Colchos vent rens ſail diſpoſe, 
For that rich purchaſe ; ; had before but ſeen 
Earth's richer prize, in ih Ithacenſian Qzeens 
bey had not made that voyage; but to you _ 
Mond all their virtues, all their beings vom. 


| 
| 
I need nor ſay how foreign Ala is to the brat. 1 ane a 
Ames with different epithets, ſignifies different countries ; Axz- | 
ixcy Apys means Theſſaly, and Iden "Apes Peloponneſus; but 
here it denotes Greece univerſally; for it would appear abſurd to 
tell Penelope, that all the Morea would admire her beauty, this 
would leflen the compliment; nor is any reaſon to be aſſigned 
why Peloponneſus ſhould admire her more than the eſe of the 
Greeks. | 


; 
{ 
” 
; 
z 
; 


"2 * £5 4 22 ; k 425 . FW | | 


Too 
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Too faithfully my heart retains the day 

| That fadly tore my royal Lord away: 

He graſp'd my hand, and oh my ſpouſe! I leave 
Thy arms, Che cry'd) perhaps to fiad a Grave: 

305 Fame ſpeaks the Trejans bold; they boaſt the skill 
To give the feather'd arrow wings to kill, - 

To dart the ſpear, and guide the ruſhing car 

With dreadful inroad thro' the walks of war. 

My ſentence is gone forth, and 'tis decreed | 

210 Perhaps by righteous heav'n that I muſt bleed! 

My father, mother, all, I truſt to thee; | 
To them, to them transfer the love of me: 

But when my ſon grows man, the royal ſway 

| Refign, and happy be thy bridal day! | 
| Such 


v. 313. But when my fon grow man, the royal ſway 
Reſign, and happy be thy bridal day. 

The original ſays, reſign the Palace to Telemachus: this is ſpo- 
ken according to the cuſtoms of Antiquity : The wife, upon her 
ſecond marriage, being obliged to refign the houſe to the heir of 
the family. This circumſtance is inſerted with great judgment + 
the Suirors were determined to feize ir upon marriage with Pe- 
nelope, as appears from the ſecond Odyſſey. | 


What mighty labours wonld he then create, 
To ſeize his treaſures, and divide his ſtate, 
The royal Palace to the Queen convey, 

F. Or kim ſhe bleſſes in the bridal day? 


H 5 Penelopr 
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375 Such were his words and Hymen now prepares 


To light his torch, and give me up to cares; 

Th afflictive hand of wrathful Fove to bear: 
A wretch the moſt compleat that breathes the air! 
Fall'n ev'a below the rights to woman due! 


320 Careleſs to pleaſe, with inſolence ye wooe! 


The gen'rous lovers, ſtudious to ſucceed, 


Bid their whole herds and flocks in banquets bleed; 


Penelope therefore by this declaration gives the Suitors to under- 
Nang, that the Palace belong'd not to her, bur Te/emackas. This 
aſſertion has a double effect; it is intended to make the Suitors 
leſs warm in their addrefles; or if they perſiſt, to ſet the injuſtice 
done to Telemachas in open view. The beauty of all the ſpeeches 
of Penelope in this book is ſo obvious that it needs no explana- 
tion 5 Homer gives a very amiable character, ſhe is good in every 
relation of life, merciful to the poor and ſtranger, a. render mo- 
ther, and an affectionate wife; every period is almoſt a lecture of 
morality. ; Hi 


My father, mother, all, Itruſt to thee ; 
To them, te them transfer the love of me. 


This ſhews the duty of the child to the parent; it may be ex- 
rended to all per to whom we owe any duty; and hu- 
manity requires that we ſhould endeavour to eaſe the bur- 
then of our friends in proportion to their calamities; we ſhould 


at all times conſult their happineſs, but chiefly in the hour of 


adverſity. A friend ſhould be a ſupport to lean upon in all our 
infirmities. n 3 


u 


9 
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By precious gifts the vow ſincere diſplay : _ 
You, only you, make her ye love your prey, 
325  Well-pleas'd Ulyſſes hears his Queen deceive 
| The Suitor-train, and raiſe a thirſt to give: 
| OT 411 1-9 Bd 


v. 323. Dy precious zifts the vow ſincere diſplay: 

- ö 3 1 her ye loue pda La | 
Horace, lib. 2. Sat. 5. makes à very ſevere reflexion upon Pene- 
lope, and in her perion 1 ſay not how juſtly) upon the whole 
ſex; he gives the avarice of the Suicors as the ſole reaſon of 
Penelope's chaſtity; and inſinuates that women would ſell their 


virtue, if men would be at the expence to buy. 


Penit enim magnum donandi parca juventus, 
Nec tantum Veneris, quantum findioſa caling. 
Vic tibi Penelope fragi eft: Qua fi ſemel uno 
De ſene guſtarit, tecum partita lacellm; 

Ut canis a corio nunquam abſterrebitur undo, 


Horate had this paſlage in view, and imputes the coldneſs of Pe- 
nelupe to a want of generoſity in her admirers. Diodoras aſſures 
us, that Venus had 'a Temple in gt dedicated to her under 
the title of xev93 2 5 or golden Venus; and it is her uſual 
epithet throughout all Homer, Near Memphis there was an allot- 
ment of ground call'd the field of golden Venus: but it ought. nor 
to be concealÞ'd, that ſome. perſons believe ſhe bears that name 
from che golden colour of her hair. Horace, to give his ſatyr the 
greater ſtrength, puts the words into the mouth of the prophet 
Tireſiat, a perſon of unerring veracity, - 


v. 325. Well pleas'd Ulyſſes hears his Queen deceive 

Nye Snitor train, and raiſe a thirſt to give.] 722 
This conduct may appear fomewhar extraordinary both i Pene- 
2 and Ulyſſes; ſhe not only takes; but asks preſents from per- 
uns vrhom ſhe never intends to marry: Is not this a fign either 
of avarice or falſhood? and is not Ulyſſes equally guilty, who re- 
joices at it? Bur in reality, Penelope is no way faulty; ſhe deceives 
the Suitors with hopes of marriage by accepting theſe preſents, 
but it is for this ſole reaſon that ſhe accepts them; ſhe intends 
91:1 v9 H 6 80 
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Falſe bopes ſhe kindles, but thoſe” hopes betray, 
And promiſe, yet elude the bridal day." 


to give them falſe hopes, and by that method to defer the 12 


tial hour: It is not injuſtice, but an equitable repriſal; they h 

violently waſted her treaſures, and ſhe artfully recovers part of 
them by a piece of refin'd management. Dacier defends her at- 
ter another method: ſhe believes that Penelope thus acts, not out 


ot intereſt bur honour; it was a diſgrace to ſo great a Princeſs ro | 


have ſo many admirers, and never to receive from their hands 
ſuch preſents as cuſtom not only allows, but commands; neither 


1s Ulyſſes blameable, who rejoices at his wife's policy. He un- 


derſtood her intent, and being artful himſelf, ſmiles co ſee her 
artfulneſs. 8 


Plutarch in his treatiſe of reading Poems, vindicates Ulyſſes ve- 


ry much in the ſame way: If (fays that Author) Uhſſes rejoiced' 
at Penelipes art in drawing preſents from the Suitors out of ava- 
rice, he diſcovers himſelf to be a ſordid proſtitutor of his wife; 
but if thro' a wiſe foreſight he hop'd by her acceptance of the 
preſents, to get the Suitors more into his power, by lulling them 
into ſecurity, and laying all their ſuſpicions aſleep, thro' a ſudden 
proſpect of marriage; if this occaſiond his joy, this joy ar iſing 
from her artful management, and from a full confidence in his 
wife, is no way blameable, but proceeds from a ſufficient and 
laudable eaufe. In ſnort, the Suicors were enemies, and nothing 
could be practisꝰd diſhonourably againſt them, that either Ulyſſes, 
or Penclope could a& conſiſtentiy with their own honßour. 


v. 327. Falſe hopes ſhe hin dle. ] It is certain that 
the words in the Greek will bear a double conſtruction, and S 
Y Jury Huss zartacen may refer either to Penelope or Ulyſſes, 
Euſtathius thinks they are ſpoken of Ulyſſes; then the meaning 
is, that Ulyſſes comforted himſelf with her amuſing words, while 
he form'd a defign very different from what her words expreſſed ; 
bur Dacier refers them to Penelope, perhaps with better reaſon *: 
dix depends upon quo in the preceding line, and thus 
underſtanding it the conſtruction becomes eaſy and natural: and 
the fentence means, that Penelope s words flattered the Suitors in- 
to hopes of marriage, while her thoughts. were very diſtant from 

complying wich their inclinations: This interpretation beſt agrees 
With the general deſigu of Penelope, which was to act an artful 

part, and neither comply, nor abſolutely refuſe their addreſſes. 


white 


330 


340 


345 


350 
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While yet ſhe' ſpeaks, the gay Antinous cries, 
330Offspring of Kings, and more than woman wiſe! | 
'Tis right; tis man's prerogative to give, | 
And cuſtom bids thee without ſhame receive; 
Yet never, never from thy dome we move, N 8 
Till Eymen lights the torch of ſpouſal love. 
3357 The Peers difpatch their heralds to convey” 
The gifts of love; with ſpeed they take the _ 
A robe Antinous gives of ſhining dyes, 
The varying bues in gay confufion riſe 
Rich from the artiſt's hand! twelve claſps of gold 
340 Cloſe to the leſs? ning waiſt the veſt infoſd; 
Down from the fwelling loins, the veſt unbound | 
Floats in bright waves redundant o'er the ground 
A bracelet rich with gold, with amber gay. | 
That ſhot effulgence like the folar ray, 
345 Eurymachus prefents: and ear rings bright. 
Wieh triple ſtars, that caſt a trembling light, 
Piſander bears a necklace, wrought with art; g 
And ev'ry Peer, expreſſive of his heart, 
A gift beſto ws: This done, the Queen aſcends, 
350 And flow behind her damſel train attends. , ye 
Then to the dance they form the vocal train, 898 
'Till Heſporus leads forth the ſtarry train; 0 


+ 8 And 
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And now he raiſes, as the dey-light fades, 

His golden circlet in the deep'ning ſhades: 
355 Three vaſes heap'd with copious fires diſplay _ | 1355 
Ofer all the Palace a fictitious day 53 Hopi me} yr 

From ſpace to {pace the torch wide-heaming burns, 

And ſprightly damſels trim the rays by turns. 

To whom. the, King: Il ſults, yoar Er to. n 

360 Alone with men! ye modeſt maids, away! $70 

Go, with the Queen the ſpindle guide or cull. _ 

(The partners of her cares). the ſilver vol 


x to ar 11957 had > 1t9 is 7 mon 
v. 355. Three vaſes heap'd with copions fires diſplay 

Oer all the Palace a fiifitrons day. 4 M4020} 440! ; 
The word in the Gree: is np, or a vale which was plac'd 
upon à tripod, upon which the Antients burnt dry and often- 375 
times odoriferous wood) to giye at once both perfume and light. 
Zuſtathius explains it by Xe, or à veſſel 'rajs'd on feet in 
the nature of an hearth, Heſychizs, explains df, an hearch 
placed in the middle of the houſe or Hall, on which they burnt 


dry wood with intermingled torches to only ro th It is ſtrange 


that there is no mentioh of lampe, but only ' torches, in. Homer; 
undoubtedly lamps were not in uſe in ore, although much 
earlier found out by the Hebrews: Thus Exod. xxv. 6. oil is 
mentioned, and injoin'd to be uſed in giving light to the ſanctuary. 
v. 359. . Ill ſuits your ſex to ug ; 
Alone with men! ye modeſt "niaids," away!] )jß 
Homer is perpetually giving us leflons of decency and morality, 
It may be thought that this interlude between Ulyſſes and the dam- 
ſels of Penelope is foreign to the action of the Odyſſey; but in 
— it is . — 1 the diſ- 
orders which the abſence of a Prince occaſions in his family ; this 
-pallage _ inſta 80 of it; nd ee with g en 
makes theſe wan declare their contempt. of Ulyſſes, and their 
favour to their Zutz; Tac may Ic the funke of 


their puniſhment in che“ ubſequent parts of the O. 
'E Be 
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Be it my task the torches to ſupply _ 

Ev'n till the morning lamp adorns the sky; 

365 Ev'n till the morning, with unwearied care, 

Sleepleſs I watch; for I. have learn'd to bear. | 

Scornful they heard: Melantho, fair and young,. 

(Melantho, from the loins of Dalius ſprung. 

Who with the Queen her years an infant led. 

370 With the ſoft fondneſs of a daughter bred) 

Chiefly derides: regardleſs of the cares 15 | 

Her Queen endures, polluted joys ſhe ſnares 

Nocturnal with Eurymachus: With eyes 

That ſpeak, diſdain, the wanton thus replies. 

3759 Oh! whether wanders thy diſtemper'd brain, 

Thou bold intruder on a princely train? 

Hence to the vagrant's rendezyous repair; = 5 

Or ſhun in ſome black forge the midnight air; 4 . 
ca DIO 1 e dale 5 l 


v. 377. Hence to the uagrant's rendexvons repair; 
Or ſhun in ſume black forge the midnight air.] 35 

I flatter my ſelf that I have given the true ſenſe of mes de- 
Ace, and x: In Greece the beggars in winter retir'd by night 
to public forges for their warmth, or to ſome rendezvous where 
they enrertain'd themſe ves as it were in 2 common aflernbly, 
Enſtathins explains azoxn to be à public place without any doors, 
where beggars were uſed to lodge. Heſychins gives us ſeveral inter- 
pretations of the word. that it ſigni fies an aſſembly, a conver ſa- 
tion; it implies alſo public ſtoves or baths; and Euſtathius in- 
forms us from Aviſlophanes, that-beggars uſed to take up their 
lodgings in the public baths, as well as in theſe places —_— 


a. a 
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Proceeds this boldneſs from a turn of ſoul, 


| 380 Or flows licentious from the copious bowl? 


335 


Ys er 


It may not be impro} er to obſerve, char Tap de Ib. Scheer as 


Is it that vanquiſh'd 1ras ſwells thy mind? 

A foe may meet thee of a braver kind, 

Who fhortning with a ſtorm of blows thy ſtay. 
Shall ſend thee apa d in — pi 


rr 


Thy 155 ſhall curb entire of tangvez | 


| Know to Telemachus I tell th* offence: 


The ſcourge; the _—__ ſhall laſh thy into ſenſe. 


ed by Homer; yeunice Have is an n offi of men that os. in 
braſs, He further obſerves that theſe two * are uſed after 


the ſame manner in Heſſod. 


Nap * 1% N r den xa ir ae a 
Aer Muleifin, erer: Ag des d per 34475 


is very iM tranſlated by Accede cAineam ſedem in the Latin verſi- 
on; it ſhould be fage offiiinam rariam. 


v. 381. Is it that vangaiſſi d Irus ſwells thy mind f] The 
word in Homer is d, which "is uſed in various places; ſome- 
times (obſerves Pintarch in his treatife upon reading' Poems) it 


ſigniſies being diſquieted in mind; 
"Os than”, 5 G ur” dmflirere, melere d eine. 


In other places it implics an infolent 3 Joys. or alu; and i he 
quotes this verſe, 5 | 


n Hun Ons Ige deut. 


With 


395 


400 
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39 Nor looger Sue Gio ike Rover Took 


Then to the ſervile task the Monarch turns © * 
His royal hands; Each torch reſulgent burns 
With added day: mean-while in muſeful mood, 
Abſorpt in thought, on vengeance fix d he ſtood. ' 


395 And now the Martial Maid, by deeper wrongs 


To rouze Ulyſſes, points the Suitors' tongues: 

Scornful of age, to taunt the virtuous man, | 

Thoughtleſs and gay, Eurymachus began. 
Hear me (he cries) confederates and friends ! 


400 Some God no doubt this ſtranger kindly ſends; _ 


3 enn 22 N 218 24 
v. 395. And now the Martial Mail, by. deeper wrongs - 
„ To rouze Ulyſſes, points the hc the eg, 2 
It may be thought very unjuſtifiable in Homer, to introduce 
Minerva exciting the Suitors to violence, Dacier defends the 
Poet, by ſhewing that the ſentiment is conformable to true The- 
ology: and the all-wiſe Author of our being is pleas'd ſomerimes 
to harden the hearts of the wicked, (or rather to permit them to 
harden their own hearts) that they may fill up the meaſure of 
their crimes, and be ripe for judgment: Yer we are notto ima- 
5 that any perſon is neceſſitated to be wicked: It is not the 
ardening the heart that originally makes men impious, but yo 
2 impious, and then they are delivered over to an hardne 
Ot hearr. 14 di CAY . $011 5.7 5 „ 
But Homer may be juſtify'd another way; and Minerva may be 
underſtood to ad thus in favour of LUhſes: The Goddeſs of Wiſ- 


dom infatuates the Suitors to inſult that Heros, and haften their 


own deſtruction. | 

v. 400. Some God, no doubt, this ſtranger kindly ſends.) A- 
riſtotle affirms that Homer is the father of Poetry; not only of the 
Epic, but alſo of the Dramatick; that he taught how to write 
5 | Tragedy 


» wt 


— Ons 
— mY 
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E 

The ſhining, baldneſs of his head ſurvey, bon d] 8 

Tt aids our tarch-light, and reſſects the ray; 1341.41 ͤ ©] B 

Then to the King that. leycjl'd haughty Hey. "0 
Say, if large hire gan tempt thee to emplaoe g, 10 

405 Thoſe hands in work? to tend the rural trade. I 

To dreſs, the walk, and form th'embow'ring ſnade- 0 


200791 150396 vo. ial nt, 2s oi ts! 
Tragedy in the Liad, and Comedy by ſeveral ſhort cketches in the © 
Odyſſey. Enftathins here remarks, that he likewile gavera; model 
for Satyr, of which the Cyclops of Euripides, [till extant, is an ex- 
ample; (which is a ſatyric Poem founded upon the Rory uf Po- 
Iypheme in Homer.) I confeſs my eye is not ſharp enough to ſee 
the dignity of theſe railleries; and it may be thought that Homer 


is the father of another kind of Poetry, I mean the Farce, and 
that theſe low conceits are no way to be juftify'd, but by being | 


rater. zs brings ſuck deſcriptions of the Suitors, as in- 
nces of the decay of Homer's genius. When that declines (ob- 
rves that Author) Poets commonly pleaſe themſelves with paint- 
ing Manners; ſuch is 122 1 tion of Os lives Pe by the 
Suitors in the Palace of Ulyſſzs:, for in reality all chat deſcription 
is a kind of Lens, ve the Kent haracters N men 


put into the Nl d. of the Suitors, perſons of no dignity or cha- 
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— n 
v. 401. ' The ſhining baldneſs af bis head ſarey -- 
I.᷑̃1Ið aids our torch - Iigbi, and refleds the ray.]J © 
This in Dacier's judgment is à raillery purely faryrical ; it is 
drawn from the ſhining glaſs of an old man's bald head. But if 
this be purely ſatyrical, to be a ſuatyriſt is to be a bad man: To 
lly: natural infirmi ties is inhumanity: Old age is venerable, and 
the bald head as well as the gray hair is an honour, and ought not 
to be the ſubject of raillery. I doubt not but Homer put it in- 
to che mouth of Zxrymackzs to make him more odious, and to 
ſhew us that the ſame man who invades his Prince's property, 


= 


inſults the ſtranger, and outrages the poor, pays no deference to 
old age, but is baſe enough to contemn what he ought to honour. 
Vice and folly are the province of Satyr, not human infirmity. | 
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80 food and rayment conſtant, will I gige: 
But idly thus thy: ſau] prefers to live, 29 10 #195) 
And ſtarve by. ſtrolling, not by work -to thrive. TEES 


— 
110 wy 


o To whom incensd: Should we, © Prince, engage 


In rival tasks beneath the burning rage 


a 


* 


Of ſummer ſuns, were both conſtrain d to wiel 


Foodleſs, the ſeyibe iloog the. burthen'd field ; 


D £1 
v. 412. . „ite both conſtralmd to wiel. 
64 » Proditft, the ſiythe almg the bierthen'd feld. 44 
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I doubt not bur ſuch employmentcs as theſe, now only ſuitable to * 


low life, will ſeem mean to many Readers, and unworthy of the 
dignity of Epic Poetry: It is no defence to ſay that they are men- 
tion'd by a beggar, and therefore agreeable to his character: The 


words are addreſs d to a Prince, and ſuppoſe that a. skjll in ſuch 


works was not unuſual to perſons of, eminent ſtations; otherwiſe 
the challenge of Uhſſes is ridiculoùſty abſurd,” Who could forbear 


laughing if. he ſhould hear one of our beggars challenge a Peer, 
to plow or mow with him all day without eating? The truth is, 


the greateſt per ſons follow'd ſuch employments without any di- 
minution of their dignities; nay, a skill in ſuch works as Agri- 


culture was a glory even to a King: Homer here places it upon 2 
level with military ſcience, and the knowledge of the cultivation 
of the ground 1s equall'd to glory in war. In the preface to the 
Paſtorals of Virgil (but not written by Mr. Dryden) there is a 
paſſage that ſhews that the ſame eee, of manners prevail'd 
amongſt the Antient Latins, as amongſt the Antient Greeks : 
ce It ought not (ſays that Author) to ſurprize a modern writer, 
cc that Kings laid down their firſt rudiments of goverment in tend- 


ce ing their mute ſubjecte, their * and flocks: Nor ought it to 


<« ſeem ſtrange that the maſter of the horſe to King Latinas in 
« the ninth AÆneid was found in the homely employment of 


A 


« cleaving blocks, when news of the firſt skirmiſh between the 


ce. Trojans and Latins was brought to him.“ This paſſage fully 
vindicates Hemer, and ſhews that ſuch employments were no dif. 
honour to the greateſt-perſons ; but there are two errors in the 


quotation; it is not taken from the ninth, but the ſeventh 25 
14 | acid; 


% 


188 HOMER ODYSSEY. Book XVIII 


Or ſhould we labour while the plowſhare wounds : 
415 With fteers of equal ſtrength,” the allotted grounds; 
Beneath my labours how thy wond'ring eyes | 
Might ſee the fable field at once ariſe 125 


Should Fove dire war unlooſe, with ſpear and ſhield 

And nodding helm, I tread th* enſanguin'd field, + - 
420 Fierce in the van: Then wou'dſt thou, wou'dft thou ſay, 

Mifhame me glutton in that glorious day? 

neid; nor is Tyrrhemns, 5 cleaves the blocks, maſter of the borſe 430 


to King Latinxs, but the intendant of his flocks; or as Dryden 
ranſlares it, | 1 | | 


Tyrrheus, chief ranger to the Latian King. | Ns 4 


Dee pater, tui regie parent: 
Armenta, & late cuſtodia credita tampi. 3 431 
Tyrrhens is no otherwiſe a warrior, than as à deer under his charge, 

being kill'd, engages him in a quarrel, and he arms the ruſtics to 

encounter the Trojans who flew it. 90 1 


3, agming Tyrrheus 
Quadrifidem quercum cuneis ut forte coaftis | 
A 

43} 3 | FRE +... 
Tyrrheus, the fofter-father of the beaſt, ul 
Den clench*d an hatchet in his horny fiſt ; 

Bat held his hand from the deftending ſtroke, 
And left his wedge within the cloven oak. 


. "Tis true, tho' Tyrrbeus was not maſter of the horſe to the King» 
yet his office was a poſt of dignity, ' otherwiſe it had been very 
caly for Virgil to haye given him a more noble employment. 


No, 


5 
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No, thy ill-judgiog thoughts the brave diſgrace ; | 

'Tis thou injuriqus art, not l am baſe. 

Proud, to ſeem brave among a coward train! 

425 But Know thou art not valorous, but vain. 

Gods! ſhould the ſtern Ulyſes. riſe. in might, 

Theſe gates would ſeem too narrow. for thy flight. 
While yet he ſpeaks, Eurymachu. replies, 

With indignation flaſhing from his eyes. 

430 Slave, I with juſtice might deſerve the wrong, 
Should I not puniſh. that opprobrious tongue; 
Irreverent to the Great, and uncontroul'd, 
Art thou from wine, or innate folly, bold? 2 
Perhaps, theſe outrages from Irus flow, 

435 A worthleſs triumph o'er. a worthleſs foe! 

He faid, and with full force a footſtool threw: 
Whirl'd from his arm with erring rage it flew, 
Olyſſes, cautious of the vengeful foe, 

Stoops to the ground, and diſappoints the blow. 
440 Not ſo a youth who deals the goblet round, 
Full on his ſhoulder it inflicts a wound, 
Dach 'd from his hand the ſounding goblet flies, 
He fhrieks, be reels, he falls, and breathleſs lies. 
Then wild uproar and clamortr mounts the sky, 
445 Till mutual thus the peers indignant cry; 


19 


O had 


450 A vagabond] for him the great deſtroy | 
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O had this ſtranger ſunk to realms beneath, | 
To the black realms of darkneſs and of death, 

Ere yet he trod theſe ſhores! to ſtrife he draws 
Peer againſt Peer; and what the weighty cauſe ? 


In vile ignoble jars, the feaſt of jop. 
To whom the ſtern Telemachus uproſe! © 

Gods! what wild folly from the goblet flows? 

Whence this unguarded openneſs of ſoul, 

455 But from the licence of the copious bowl? 

Or heav'n deluſion ſends. But hence, away! 

For ce I forbear, and without force obey. 
Silent, abaſfr d, they bear the ſtern rebuke, 

Till thus Amphinomus the ſilence broke. 

460 True are his words, and he whom truth offends | 

Not with Telemachus, but truth contends; — 


v. 477. Force I forbear, and without force obey.] This is very 
artful in Telemachns; he had ſpoken warmly in defence of Ulyſſes, 
and he apprehends leſt he ſhould have provoked the Suitors too 
far; he therefore ſoftens his expreſſion, to avoid ſuſpicions of 2 
latent cauſe, why he intereſts himfelf fo-vigorouſly in vindication 
of a beggar, againſt the Princes of the country, Beſides, too ob- 
ſtinate an — might have provoked the Suitors to have 
continued all night in the Palace, which would have hinder'd U- 
Mees and Trlemachus from concerting their meaſures ro bring a- 
a ut their deſtruction: Telemachns therefore to induce them to 

withdraw uſes menaces, but menaces approaching to perſuaſion; 
if he had uſed violence, matters muſt immediately have come to 
extremities. - 1K , r 


Let 


l. | Book XVIII. HOMER'; ODYSSEY: 191 
| Let not the hind of violence invade a 
The rev'rend ſtranger, or the ſpotleſs maid; 
Retire we hence! but crown with roſy wine 
465 The flowing goblet to the pow'rs divine; 
Guard he his gueſt beneath whoſe roof he ſtands: 
This juſtice, this the ſocial right demands. 
The Peers aſſent; the goblet Malius crown'd 
With purple juice, and bore in order round; 


470 Each Peer ſucceſſive his libation pours 
To the bleſt Gods that fill th'acreal bow'rs; 


Then 


. 4 4 ., 
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v. 470. Each Peer futceſſrue his libation pos 
: M erty? p55 3 2 | 
We have already obſerved that libations were made to the Gods 
before and after meals; here we fee the Suitors offer their liba- 
tion * retire to repoſe. We üre not to aſcribe this 
religious att to wy "Theſe debzuchees, but to the cuſtoms 
of the times; "they practiſe not true re . only the exte- 
riors of it; they are not pious, has Faro le. 


ry The action of Inis book-ks comp in a very ſhort du- 
26, ration of time; it begins towards the oſe of the day, and ends 
» at the time when the Suitors withdraw to repoſe; this is the 
2 evening and part of the night of the chirty-ninth day. 

IN In general, this book is in the Greek very beautiful: The com- 
” dat between Iras and Ulyſſes is naturally deſcribed; it is indeed 
e between beggars, but yet not without dignity, it being almoſt of 
5 the ſame nature with the ſingle combats practis'd amongſt Heroes 
IL in their moſt ſolemn games; as is evident from that in the Iliad, 


at the funeral of Patrecins. I could wiſh Homer had not conde- 
ſcended to thoſe low jeſts and mean railleries rowards the conclu- 
fion : *Tis true, they are not without effect, as they agree with 
the characters of the Suitors, and make Ulyſſes a ſpectator of the 
diſorders of his own family, and provoke him to a ſpeedy venge- 


t ance; Bur might not more ſerious provocations have been found 
: out, 


- — * o o _- 
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Then ſwill'd with wine, with noiſe the crowds obey, 
And ruſhing forth tumultuous reel away. 


* 


out, ſuch as might become the gravity and majeſty of Epic Poe- 
try? or if gaiety was eſſential to his characters, are quibbl-s ſo = 
too? Theſe may be thought to be of the ſame level with hoſe | 
conceits Which Milton puts into che mouth of the Devil, and 
which diſgrace his Poem. © But the dignity; the tender neſs, and 
juſtneſs of the ſentiments, in all the ſpeeches of Penelope, more 
than atone for che low railleries of Earymachus. 
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Tie Diſcovery of Ulyſſes fo Euryclea: 5 


Ulyſſes and his ſon remove the weapons out of the 
Armory. Ulyſſes in comverſation” with Pene- 
lope gives @ fictitious account of his adventures; - 
then aſſures her be had formerly entertain'd her 
Busband in Crete; and deſcribes exactly his per- 
' fon and adreſs, affirms to have heard of him in 
Phæacia and Theſprotia, and that bis return 
is certain, and within a month. He then goes 
to bathe, and is attended by Euryclea, who diſ- 
covers him to be Ulyſles by the ſcar upon his © 
lex, which he formerly received in hunting the 
 avild boar on Parnaſſus. The Poet inſerts a 
Aigreſſion, relating that accident, with all its 
. particulars. Fon 
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ONSULTING ſecret with the blue-ey'd Maid, 
A. Still in the dome divine Nyſſes ſtay d: 
Revenge mature for act inflam'd his breaſt; 
And thus the Son the fervent Sire addreſt. 
0 e | TInftant 


NOTES. 


The Scene ſtill continues in the Palace of Uly/es; but new pers 
ſons are introduced to carry on the action, and diverſify the ſto- 
Ty; This book opens with a repetition from the ſixteenth; che 
Ancients mark'd it with an Aſteriſm, without any Obelisk, to 
ſhew that it was here inſerted with propriety: As we draw near- 
er to the concluſion of the Poem, the repetitions are more fre- 

nent. Virgil has generally avoided. them, and indeed it may be ob- 
. that theſe rwo Poets differ in nothing more than the man- 
ner of their elocution: Virgil is full, but Homer even over flows; 


and this agrees with their general characters. Homer is like thoſe 


I 2 Painters 
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* Inſtant convey thoſe ſteely ſtores of war 
To diſtant rooms, diſposd with ſecret care: 
The cauſe demanded by the Suitor-train, 
To ſooth their fears a ſpecious reaſon feig 15 
Say, ſince Ulyſſes left his natal coaſt, 
LO Obſcene with ſmoke, their beamy luſtre loſt, - - 
His arms deform'd, the roof they won't adorn: J 
From the glad walls inglorious lumber torn. f 
Suggeſt, that Fove the peaceful thought inſpir'd, 
Leſt they by: fight of ſwords to fury fir d, gy 
15 Diſhoneſt wounds, or violence of ſoul, © 
| - Defame the bridal feaſt, and friendly bowl. 


4 


Painters of whom Apelles uſed to complain, that they left nothing 
to be imagin d by the ſpectator, and made too accurate repreſen- 
rations ; but Virgil is like Timantes in Pliu. Timanti plurimm 
adfuit ingenii, in omnibus eperibus ejus intelligitur plus ſemper quam 


ingiter : and agaim eſtendit etiam que occultat. DAS | 
n Eoftathins obſerves, that the unexpected opportunity co remove 
the arms in the abſence of the Suitors, occaſions this repetition ; 
In the fixteenth book Ulyſſes told Telemachns he would give a 
ſign when he ſhould make the removal, deſpairing of an opportu- 
nity to give a publick direction, withqut danger from the Sui- 
tors; he therefore wiſely lays hold of the preſent hour which 
happily favours his deſires, and injoins the arms to be remov'd 
i | | 


The 


Aa 


wh. '® 5 
a © af «oo 
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The Prince obedientito the ſage command, 
To Euryelea thus: The female band 
In their apartments keep; ſecure the doors: 
20 Theſe ſwarthy arms among the covert ſtores 
Are ſeemlier hid; my thoughtleſs youth they blame, 
Imbrowyn'd with vapor of the ſmould'ring flame. 
In happy hour, (pleas'd Euryclea cries) 
Tutor'd by early woes, grow early wiſe! 
25 Inſpect with ſharpen'd fight, and frugal care, 
Lour patrimonial wealth, a prudent heir. 
But who the lighted taper will provide, 
(The female train retir'd,) your toils to guide? 
Without infringing hoſpitable right, 
30 This gueſt (be cry'd) ſhall bear the guiding light: | 
I cheer no lazy vagrants with repaſt; 
They ſhare the meal that earn it ere they taſte. 
He ſaid; from female ken ſhe ſtrait ſecures 
The purpos'd deed, and guards the bolted doors: 


v. 18. be female band 
In their apartments keep, &c.] | 
It is not without ſufficient reaſon” that Tlemachus diſtruſts the 
maids; many of them were in the intereſt of the Suitors: it Was 
therefore neceflary to conceal the place to which the arms were 
convey'd, leſt they ſhould betray the ſecret. Exftathins. 


13 Auxiliar 
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35 Auxiliar to his ſon, Une: bears 


\ 


The plumy-creſted helms, and pointed ſpears 
With ſhields indented deep in glorious wars. 
Minerva viewleſs on her charge attends, - / 
And with her golden lamp his toil befriends: 
Not 


— 
4 6 


v. 38. Minerva with hey golden lam —1] The 
office here aſcrib'd to Minerva eic 019} offence to Rapin, and 
he cenſur'd it as mean, and unworthy of the Goddeſs; but Eu- 
fatbhius fully vindicates Homer; Pallas is here an allegorical Deity 
intended by the Poet to expreſs the, wiſdom of Ulyſſes ; he acts 
with as much prudence as if Minerva herſelf guided him in all 
his ways. We are to gather from this deſcription, that Ulyſſes 
form'd all the actions of this night with the utmoſt wiſdom, or 
according to the Greek proverb, & wir: fas the connſels of this 
night were regulated with the exacteſt prudence and ſecreſy. 
Cpondanus Obſerves, that Callimachus, a ſtatuary in Athens, made 
an image of Minerva according to this picture in Homer: She 


held a lamp of gold; which was fill'd with an oil of ſuch an un 
waſting nature, as not to want to be repleniſhed in the ſpace of 


a whole year. See lib. 1. of Panſanias. Dacier judges, that tho 


a lamp was unknown in the days of Ulyſſes, yet it might not be 


ſo in the days of Homer, and therefore he might ſpeak of it; for 
inſtance, rhe trumpet was not known in the Trajan war, yet Ho- 
mer mentions it, becauſe it was uſed in his age, But this is no 


anſwer; for Homer does not ſay that the trumpet was uſed ouring ; 
$ - 


the ſiege of Troy; if he had, he would have been guilty of a gro 
Anachroniſm, but he ſpeaks of it by way of alluſion, as a thing 
well known in his time. Here therefore the caſe is different, for 
Ulyſſes is the perſon who is ſuppos'd to make uſe of this lamp, 
and Dacier al:ows that it was. unknown in his age, and confe- 
quently he ought not to uſe it at all, It may therefore per- 
haps be moſt probable, that Callimachus did not form his flatue 
from this original; or if this be not allowed, that he fell into an 
error, and gave the Goddeſs a lamp inſtead of a torch. 

I will only further add, that this office of Minerva may be 
vindicated from all meanneſs, by obſerving that it is not the bare 
act of carrying the torch which the Goddeſs here executes; ſhe 


improves it into a Miracle; the whole Palace is enlighten'd with 


| a celeſtial 


4 
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40 Not ſuch the ſickly beams, which unſincere, 
Gild the groſs vapor of this nether ſphere! 

A preſent Deity the Prince confeſs d, 
Aud rap'd with ecſtacy the Site addreſs'd. | | 

What miracle thus dazzles with ſurprize! 

V Diſtin@ in rows the radiant columns riſe: 

The walls where-cer my wond'ring fight I turn, 
And roofs, amidſt a blaze of glory burn! 
Some viſitant of pure etherial race, 

With his bright preſence deigns the dome to prace. 
50 Be calm, replies the Sire; to none impart, 
But oft revolve the viſion in thy heart: 


a celeſtial fire, and Uly/ſſ*s and T:{emachns gather full aſſurances of 
her favour and ſucceſs from that miraculous illumination: this 
circumſtance raiſes the deſcription out of lowneſs into dignity. 

v. 48. Some viſitant of pure etherial race.] Emnftathins gives 
us 2 twofold explication of the words, | | | 


"AUTH Tor din ics Oe 


They imply either that the Goddeſs Themis deſcended; or that ir 
is the cuſtom of celeſtial powers to manifeſt themſelves in ſuch 
Illuminations, without appearing viſibly. The latter interpre:ation 
| ſeems moſt natural, and makes the conſtruction eaſy, whereas the 
other is ſcarce to be-underſtood without ſupplying , before 
deco y: otherwiſe it muſt be allow d, that the former opinion is not 
unhappy: Uhſes tells his ſon, that the Goddeſs of juſtice is ſent 
by the Gods to aſſiſt him in taking vengeance on tte Suitors: 
Themis is a very proper Deity to be introduc'd upon ſuch an oc- 
caſion, and ſhews that Ulyſſes proceeded upon the ſtricteſt rules of 
equity, in the diſtribution of his rewards and puniſhments. But 
the paſſage will not admit this ſenſe, it being evidently Pallas, not 


Themis, who appeats. 
| 14 Celeſtials, 
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Celeſtials, mantI'd in exceſs of light, wo) 50 Co 7 
Can viſit unapproach'd: by: mortal fight. 
Seek thou repoſe; whilſt here I ſole remain, 
55 Texplore the conduct of the. female train: | 
The penſive Queen perchance deſires to know 
The ſeries of my toils, to. ſooth her woe. i 75 
With tapers flaming day his train attends, 
His bright alcove th' obſequious youth aſcends: 
60 Soft ſlumb'rous ſhades his dropping eye- lids ahnte, 
Till on her eaſtern throne Aurora glows. | 
Whilſt, forming plans of death, Tſſes ſtay d, 80 
In council ſecret with the Martial Maid; 
Attendent Nymphs in beauteous order wait 
65 The Queen, deſcending from her bow'r of tate. 
Her cheeks the warmer bluſh of Venus wear, | 
Chaſten'd with coy: Dianas penſive air. 1 
An ivory ſeat with ſilver ringlets grac d, | 
By fam'd Iemalins wrought, the menials plac'd: 1 


J 


v. 69. By fam'd Icmalius wrong he- J Homer in both 
- his Poems takes all opportunities of TT the famous arti- 
fans of Antiquity ; I doubt not but moſt of them were his par- 
. ticular friends, and to do them honour, he gave them place in bis 
works, and render'd their names and bis own. gratitude. ; immor- 
tal. We may likewiſe learn the nature of the nobleſt pieces of 
art in Homer's days, from bis Poetry, _ 


S 


— AM ww 


Wirk 
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70 With ivory filver'd thick the foot-ſtool ſhone, 
O'er which the panther's various hide was thrown. 
The ſovereign ſeat with graceful air ſhe preſs'd; 
To different tasks their toil the Nymphs addreſs'd : 
The golden goblets ſome, and ſome reſtor'd 
75 From ſtains of luxury the poliſh'd board: 
Theſe to remove th* expiring embers came, 
While thoſe” with unctuous fir foment the flame. 
"Twas then Melantho wich imperious mien 
Renew'd th” attack, incontinent of ſpleen: 
80 Avaunt, ſhe'cry'd, offenſive to my fight! 
Deem not in ambuſh here to lurk by night, 
Into the woman: ſtate aſquint to pry; 
A day-devourer, and an ev*ning-ſpy ! 
Vagrant begone! before this blazing brand 
dy Shall urge. and wav'd it hifling in her hand. 
Tb infulted Herbe rouls his wrathful eyes. 
And, Why, ſo turbulent of ſoul? he cries; 


v. 82. Into the woman-ſlate aſquint to pry.] This is the true 
reaſon why Melantho is out of humour (ſays Madam Dacier:) 
She had ſome affairs upon her hands, which demanded no wit- ' 
neſſes, meaning the vicious commerce between her and Parjma- 
chus. Women never forgive their own ſex a frailty. Dacier is 
undoubredly in an error; Eurym achus in the end of the laſt book 
left the Palace, and therefore Melantho could not ſpeak out of any 
apprehenſions of having a ſtop put to her affairs this night, by 
the preſence of Ulyſſes, 


Fs: Can 
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Can theſe lean ſhrivel'd limbs unnerv'd with age, 
- Theſe poor but honeſt rags, enkindle rage? 
90 In crowds we wear the badge of hungry Fate, 
And beg, degraded from ſuperior ſtate! _ | 111 
Conſtrain'd! a rent · charge on the rich I live "VS | 
Reduc'd to crave the good I once could give: 
A Palace, wealth, and ſlayes, I late poſſeſs d. 
95 And all that makes the Great be call'd the bleſs'd: 
My gate, an emblem of my open ſoul, | 
Embrac'd the poor, and dealt a bounteous dole. 
Scorn not the fad reverſe, injurious maid! 
Tis Fove's high will, and be his will obey'd! 
10 Nor think thy ſelf exempt: that roſy prime 
: Muſt ſhare the general doom of with'ring time: 
To fome new channel ſoon, the changeful tide 
Of royal grace th' offended. Queen may guide; 
And her lov'd Lord unplume thy tow'ring pride. 
105 Or were he dead, tis wiſdom to beware: 
Sweet blooms the Prince beneath Apollo's care; 
5 Your 


+. 


v. 196. Sweet blooms the Prince beneath Apollo's care.] It 
may be ask d why Telemachns is (aid to owe the preſervation of 
his life to Apollo ? Enftathins anſwers, that he was calF'd O Ic 
apo rpc tec by Antiquity ; and that Daphne from being his favou- 
rite was named xsp&a2zia: But perhaps that epithes was appro- 
* priated to Apollo, becauſe all immature deaths in the male ſex 


were afcribed to him, as they were to Diana in the female; it 
| | xa _ 
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5 Lö deeds with quick impartial eye ſurveys; 
Potent to puniſh what he cannot praiſe. 
Her keen reproach had reach'd the Sov'reign's ear; 

- 110 Loquacious inſolent! ſhe cries, forbear: 
To thee the purpoſe of my ſoul I told, 
Venial diſcourſe unblam'd with him to hold. 
The ſtoried labours of my wand'ring Lord, 
To ſooth my grief, he haply may record : 


— 


may therefore be ſaid with great propriety that it is owing to 
the favour of Apollo, that Telemachns had not died an immature 
death, or that he was arriv'd to manhood ; Euſtathius adds, that 
Apollo, as he is the Sun, may be called the nouriſher of all things 
that breathe, as well as of the inanimate creation; it is owing to 
his influence that every being comes to maturity, and in this 
ſenſe likewiſe he may be called x#p5p:oc, Whar Euſtathius aſ- 
cribes to Daphne, Dacier applies to Diana, and tells us, that ſhe 
was called x#po9axcia, and that the Anrients celebrated a feſtival 
in her honour for the health of their infants. 


v. 110. Loequacious inſolent / —] Were this place to 
be render'd literally, it would be thus, Thor bold impudeut bitch; 
Daghoartin xuoy adds. It is ſpoken by Penelope. In our age it 
is an expreſſion ſo vulgar, as not to be uttered in common con- 
verſation, much leſs in Epic Poetry: Tis true, it fully expreſſes 
the height of impudence, and in Homer's time it was no more 
mean, than calling a coward a deer, and both the expreſſions are 
joined together in the firſt of the Mad. 


Thou dig in forehead, but in heart a deer. 


It is there ſpoken by Achilles: and in another place of the Liad 
Jupiter applies it to his wife, and calls Juno an impudene birch ; 
a plain indication that the expreſhon was not mean, as it is at 
this day, becauſe ir was uſed by the zreateſt of Heroes, and the 
ſupreme of Gods, | | 


— 


16 Yet 
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115 vet him, my gueſt, thy yenom'd rage bath ſtung N 2 


Thy head ſhall pay the forfeit of thy tongue! 

But thou on whom; my -palace-cares depend, 

Eurynomè, regard the ſtranger friend: 

A ſeat ſoft ſpread with furry ſpoils prepare, 
120 Due · diſtant for us both to ſpeak, and bear. 

The menial. Fair obeys with duteous haſte: 
A feat adorn'd with furry ſpoils: ſhe: plac d: 
Due · diſtant for diſcourſe the Heroe ſate ; 


When thus the Sov'reign. from ber chair of ſtate T 


125 Reveal, obſequious to my firſt demand. 
Thy name, thy lineage, and thy natal land. 


V. 216. Ty bead ſhall. pay the. forfeit of tüy tongue!) The 
, expreſſion in the Greek is remarkable. * 


00 , vt cc. 


— 8 


_ which you ſhall wipe ab your - own. head, . or as Zuſtatbhius ex- 
plains it, “ a crime which you ſhall make to cleave to your own 
«<< head: a a fimilar expreſſion (adds the ſame Author) occurs in 


_ Sephocles. 
= pee #dpes © 
Knnidas itipnatev. 


From whence it appears, that the blood that was found upon the 
ſword was wip'd upon the head of the ſlain; an intimation that 
his own blood was fallen upon the head of the deceas d, and the 
living were free from it. This is a very remarkable cuſtom, and 
there are many expreſſions like it in the ſcriptures; namely his 
blood be npon his own head. It was cuſtomary amangft the Romans 
to waſh their hands, in token of innocence and purity. from blood: 
Thus the Roman Governor wafſh'd his hands, and ſaid, I am inno- 


«ent of the blood of this juſt perſon, | * 
£2 435 : wy | * 


136 


13 


14 


Book XIX. "HOMER's ODTSSEY. i265 


He thus: O Queen! vrhoſe far-reſounding fame, 
Is bounded only by the ſtarry frame: wh 
Conſummate pattern of imperial ſway, 
' 120 Whoſe pious rule a warlike race obey! 
In wavy gold thy ſummer vales aredreſs'd ; 
Thy autumns bend-with-copious fruit oppreſs d: 
With flocks-and herds each graſſy plain is ſtor' d; 
And fiſh of ev'ry fin thy ſeas afford: | 
135 Their affluent joys the grateful realms confeſs ;- 
And bleſs the Por that ſtill delights to bleſs. 
Gracious permit this pray'r, imperial Dame! F 
Forbear to know my lineage, or my name: | 
Urge not this breaſt. to heave, theſe eyes to vreep; 
140 In ſweet oblivion let my forrow ſleep! 5 | | 
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v. 129. Conſummate pattern of imperial ſway.] Homer here 
gives an amiable — à mild and "fl 2 BK. en IM is 
2 truth certain and univerſal, where the ſubje& enjoys the fruits 
of his induſtry, the earth will always be well cultivared, and 
wm forth in abundance ; the ſea will furniſh the land with plen- 
ty of fiſhes, and men will plant when they are ſure to gather the 
fruits. It is the conſtant obſeryation of all travellers, that the 
worſt fituation under an eaſy government enjoys more plenty, and 
is fuller of inhabitants, than the beſt ſoil 1 happieſt ſituation 
under an arbitrary power. This whole paſſage is very beautiful, 
4 1 beautiful becauſe the words proceed from the mouth 
of a King. 3 | 
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My woes awak'd will violate your ear; 2 
And to this gay cenſorious train, appeer 165 
A winy vapour melting in a tear. | 
Their gifts the Gods reſum'd (the Queen "join d.) 
145 Exterior grace, and energy of mind; | 
When the dear partner of my nuptial joy, 
Auxiliar troops combin d, to conquer D. 170 
My Lord's protecting hand alone -wou'd raiſe | 
My drooping verdure, and extend my praiſe! 
150 Peers from the diſtant Samian ſhore reſort ; 
Here with Dwlichians join'd; beſiege the Court: \ 
Zacynthus, green with ever-ſhady groves, 8 MIS. 171 
And Ithaca, preſumptuous boaſt their loves: 
Obtruding on my choice a ſecond * 
155 They preſs the Hymenean rite abhorr'd. 
Miſ- rule thus mingling with domeſtic cares, 
I live regardleſs of my ſtate· affairs: 5 180 
Receive no ftranger-gueſt, no poor relieve ; 
But ever for my Lord in ſecret ꝑrive. 
160 This art, inſtinct by ſome cœleſtial pow'r, 
I try'd, eluſive of the bridal hour: 
« Ye Peers, I cry, who preſs to gain a heart, 118 
' © Where dead Ulyſſes claims no future part; 
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« Rebate your loves, each rival ſuit ſuſpend, 
165 * Till this funereal web my labours end: 
«« Ceaſe, till to good Laerfes I bequeath 
* A pall of ate, the ornament of death. 
gor when to Fate he bows, each Grecian dame 
" With Juſt reproach were licens d to defame; 
170 © Shou: d He, long honour'd in ſupreme command. 
« Want the laſt duties of a daughter's hand. 
The fiction pleas d! their Joes I long elude; 
The night ſtill ravell d, what the day renew'd, 
Three years ſucceſsful in my art conceal'd, 
175 My ineffectual fraud the fourth reveal'd: 
Befriended by my own domeſtic ſpies, 
The woof unwrought the Suitor- train ſurprize. 
From nuptial rites they now no more recede, 
And fear forbids to fallify the brede. 
180 My anxious parents urge a ſpeedy choice, 
And to their ſuffrage gain the filial voice: 
For Rule mature, Telemachus deplores 
His dome diſhonour'd, and exhauſted ſtores 
But ſtranger! as thy days ſeem full of fate, 
185 Divide diſcourſe, in turn thy birth relate: 
Thy Port aſſerts thee of diſtinguith'd race; 
No poor un-father'd product of diſgrace. | 
Psinceſs! 


— : 
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7 


The dear remembrance” of my native land, 


190 Of ſecret grief unſeals the fruitful ſource; 


$ 


And tears repeat their long-forgotten courſe ! 
So pays the wretch, whom fate conſtrains to roim, 
The dues of nature to his natal home.? 


But inward on my ſoul let forrow' prey; 2 


195 Your ſovereign Will my duty bids obey. 


Crete awes the circling waves, a fruitful ſoil ! 
And ninety cities crown the ſea-born Iſle: 


"Mix'd 

: . % | by ® , 7 TI 5 16k 
v. 196, c. Crete — It it net without a good 
reaſon that Vhſſes is ſo particular in the phy of Crete; 


he does it, that Penelope from the knowledge of the truth which 
he ſpeaks concerning that Iſland, may be induc'd to give the rea- 
dier credit to his ſucceeding fictions, In the Thad, Homer calls 
Crete exdilourroe, or the Ifland with an hundred cities, lib. 2. 


_ Crete's hundred cities por forth all her ns. 


Here he affirms it to have no more than ninety. Strabo is ve- 
ry full upon this difficulty: Hb. 10. Ephorns (ſays that Author) 
judges that ten cities were built by the Dorians after the Trojan 
war, under Aithemenes; and therefore Ulyſſes. here mentions Crete 
as having only ninety: But this opinion carries no probability. 
Others affirm, that ten cities were demoliſhed. by the enemies of 
Tdomenens, but this is no more than a conjecture: The truth is, 
Homer does not affirm that there were an hundred caries in the time 
of the war with Troy, but in his own age; for the Poet in that 
place ſpeaks in his own ry if he had put the words into 
the mouth of any one who had liv'd in the time of the war, he 
would not have called it the Iſle of the hundred, but ninety ci- 


ties, aceording to this deſcription of Ulyſſes; it being very impro- 
'bable; that ten of the Cretan cities ſhould be deſtroy d, either during 


5 | tne 
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Mix'd with her genuine ſons, adopted names 
In various tongues vow their various claim: 


the war, or after che return of 7damenews;, for Homer himſelf 
teſtifies that he return'd-ſafe to Crete with all bis ſoldiers, ub. 3. 
of the Odyſſey. - | 5 


And thoſe whom Idomen from Ilion's plain 
Had led, ſecurely croft the dreadful main. 
FOR 


And therefore he had ſufficient forces to defend his 8 :* Bur 
tho* we allow that thoſe ten cities had been deſtroy'd after his 
return, yet how could Ulyſſes come to the knowledge of ir, having 

neither been in Crete, nor met with any Cretan to inform him in 
all his voyages? It is therefore probable that in the. time of the 

Trojan war Crete had no more than ninety cities, but an hun- 

dred in the days of Hemer: and this fully reconciles the Liad with 
2 Odyſſey ;. in the Odyfſey it is Ulyſſes that ſpeaks, in the Liad. 
Homer, | | 


Virgil ſpeaks of Crete after the manner of Homer, 


| Creta Fouls magni medio Jjacet inſula pouto. 
| Centnra urbes habitant magnas, uberrima regna. 


The other ten cities were built by the Dorians (as Epboras writes) 
under Althæmenes. — a | 


v. 199. In various tongues ] The meaning of this is, 
that the natural inhabitants of Crete were mix'd with ſtrangers who 
had ſettled in the Iſland; or as ſome imagine (ſays Euſtathius] U- 
Hes ſpeaks thus out of fear, left Penelope ſhould diſcover him not 
to be a native of Crete from his wrong pronunciation of the lan- 
- guage of the Cretans, We may gather from Strabo, that the Do- 
rians inhabited the eaſtern parts, the Cydonians the weſtern, the 
Eteo· Cretans the ſouthern, and the reſt of the nation being moſt 
powerful, poſſeſt the plain country lying toward the north: The 
Eteo - Cret ans, that is, the true Cretans, were the original inhabi- 
tants of the Iſland, and probably alſo the Cydonians. There is ſome 

difficulty in the word Tpyeainec. Andron the Hiſtorian (continues 

| Strabo) affirms, that the Dorians who lived near Parnaſſus planted 
- colony in Crete, and built three cities, and from thence -call'd 
eee £649 Gt. + _ | | themſelves 
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z00 Cydonians, dreadful with the bended yew, | 
And bold Pelaſzi boaſt a native's due: A 
The Dorians, plum'd amid the files of war, 
Her foodful glebe with fierce Achaians ſhare z _ 
Cnoſſus, her capital of high command; 1 5 


205 Where ſceptred Minos with impartial band 


Divided Right; each ninth revolving year . 
By Zove receiy'd, in council to confer, 
_ Leo e His 


| themſelves Teryainee, 775 tripartltl, But Srrabo rejefts this opi- 
e 


nion of Anaron, for theſe Dorians poſſeſs'd four cities, and their 
country was called THparroaus; he therefore believes them to have 
taken that name from a triple creſt, or from having them adorn- 
ed with hair after the manner of a plumage, from reihte ſignify- 
ing hair, But perhaps Stvabs is in 4 miſtake, for Thrcydides, lib. 
I. Pp. 107. and Diedorns, lib. 11. pag. 60. confirm the opinion of 
Andron. The words of Serabo have given great trouble to the 
Commentators, and they ingeniouſly-confefs they cannot under- 
ſtand them. The expreſſion is T&Xives Mops fairs; The dif- 
- ficulty lies in ia, but if we read the ſentence thus, all will 
be plain, Tpryxivec Rue, ; £pzpianuc, that is, creſts adorn'd with 
hair, or ſomething like it, from i4punng, equalis. Dacier. 


VF. 206. Each ninth revolving year, &c.] This Minos, 
_ King of Crete, was an excellent lawgiver; and as Ephorns writes, 
BY (fays Strabo) to give his laws the greater veneration he. uſed to 
. deſcend into a cave ſacred to Jupiter, and pretend that he had 
there received them from the mouth of that Deity; this is the 
reaſon why Homer tells us he convers'd with Jupiter. Thus alſo 
Numa Pompilins boaſted of the ſame favour from e/Egeria, to 
make his decrees to be received by the Romans. The only diffi- 
culty is in the word zie and it has been generally believed 
to imply, that Minos continued in the cave of Japiter nine whole 
ears; but Caſaubon remarks, that it never fignifies nine years, 


t every ninth year; as Tpila.wos does not mean three days, but 


the third day: and this agrees exactly with the Hiſtory of Minos, 
(ſee Valerius Maximns, lib, 1. cap, 3.) Who was accuſtomed to — 
9 95 8 | = 3 WE 
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9 9 


His ſon Decalios bore ſucceſſive fivay 3 
His ſon, who gave me firſt to vie the day! + 


view. and rectify all his laws every ninth year. Plato quotes this 
— in his piece, entitled Mines, and puts this laſt obſervation 
beyond all diſpute: « Homer tells us (ſays that Author) that AMAi- 
nos cotivers'd with Jupiter every ninth year, % iTw, and 
-« went to be inſtructed by him as a ſcholar by a maſter ;** and 
a little lower be adds, iqcira d bar tres ic avIpoy dude 6 Miva, &c. 
that is, © he went into the cave of Fepiter, to learn new laws, 
« or to reform the old which he had received in the former pe- 
* riod,” Ty Au zrdligids.. This Minos was the molt juſt of 
all mankind, and for this reaſon was ſuppos'd to be made one of 
me infernal judges. Plutarch in the life of Demetrius makes a 
fine remark upon this deſcription of Mines; Homer (ſays he) 
* has not honour'd with the glorious title of the Diſciple ot 
« Jupiter, the greateſt warrior or oppreſſor, or a renown'd ty- 
« rant; but the man famous for his juſtice and probity, a legiſlator, 
« and a benefactor to mankind, Dacier. | 


v. 207. By Jove receiv'd, in council to confer.) The word in 
the Greek is cerpisde, and Plato fully explains it in his Mines; 
berger is the diſcourſe, 9p1g7s the perſon who diſcourſes; 6 oung- 
T1451 © N,: 0thers (concinues Plato) underſtand it to ſignify 
the gueſt ot Jupiter, ovpriru, ovuraiciy, a perſon that was ad- 
mitted to the table of Japiter, or a partaker in his diverſions; but 
the falſity of this op mon (adds he) will ſufficiently appear, iß 
we remember, that of all the Greeks, the Cretans and Latedemo- 
nians who learn'd it from them, alone abſtain from compotations, 
and diverſions ariſing frem them; and in particular this is one 

of the laws of Minos enacted in Crete, un Tuproriviey aNAnere eig 

Ae, commanding the Cretans not to drink in their entertain- 

ments to excels. Thus far Dacier; to which I ſhall add that 
this remark of Plato may perhaps contribute greatly to the glory 

of Minos, but gives little honour to Jupiter; it inſinuates that a 
perſon. who drinks with that Deity, might endanger his ſobriety; 

otherwiſe to be admitted to the table of Frpiter is an inſtance of 

- favour and familiarity, and would have been an honour to Minos. 
Horace is of this opinion, for ſpeaking of Tantalns, lil I. Carm, 
he mentions ic as a peculiar teſtimony of favour; 


Occidit & Pelepis genitcr, conviva deorum. 
That is, according to Homer's expreſſion, Ftv c eie, or ovp- 
| 


The 
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[ 210 The royal bed an-elder iſſue bleſ t,. D 
Iaumeneus, Whomslian fields atteſtt ac vill | his 
SCC to martial to _ p 

I -liv'd inglorious in my, native Iſle, 

Studious of my peace; and. hon is my name. 2 | 230 T\ 
215 Twas then to Crete the great Ulyſſes came . * 

For elemental war, and wintry Fove, 1 % 5 7 


From Malea's: guſty cape his navy drove” 
o bright Lncina's fane; the ſhelfyicoaft : 
| Where loud Amniſu in the deep is loſt. | 6, a : 233 W 
- 220 His veſſels moor d, (an incommodious port!) | 
The Heroe ſpeeded to the Cnoſſian court: 
Ardent the partner-of his arms to findʒ 


RY | 0 | 3 lO 5 An Ir 
In leagues of long commutual friendſhip join d. m 
4 OTE e Gar” to Pray os, co 
Vain hope! ten ſons had warm'd. the weſtern ſtrand, 2 
ue b 026) Wed © A AG + ol 
225 Since my brave brother with his Cretan band — 
| | | | . fri 
"a v. 218. To bright Lucina's fan] Sierabo informs th 
us, that upon the Amniſſus there is a cave ſacred to Iiythia, or =! 
: Lucina, who preſides over childbirth. The reaſon given by Eu- de 
ftathias why the Poet places the cave by that river is too frivo- is 
: Jaus to be recited: It is probable that it was called the cave of tr 
; Hithya, becauſe ſome great Lady had made uſe of it, upon an oc- H 
caſion in which women invoke the aſſiſtance of that Goddeſs ; 
or perhaps becauſe water is one of the great principles of gene- 
ration, the temple of Lucina could not be placed in a more pro- 
per ſituation, than upon the banks of a river, and cloſe by the ſea. 
CW 04 1 | A 
5 p 
„ 00 
Had 
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Had ſaird for Dey: but to the genial feaſt» : 
My hongur'd roof receiy'd the royal gueſt: + 
Beeves for his.train,.the. Crofian Peers aſſign, a 
A public treat, with jars of gen rous wine. : | | | 
230 Twelve days, while Boreas vex d thi aerial ſpace, 
My boſpitable dome he deign'd to grace: Vun 


* 


And when. the north had ceas'd the ſtormy roar, 
He wing d his voyage to the Phrygian ſhore, 
Thus the fam d Heroe, perfected in wiles, 

235 With fair ſimilitude of truth beguiles | 


v. 228. Beeves for bis train the Cnoſſian Peers aſſegu, 
; A public treat. 
It was not to be expected, and indeed it was almoſt impoſſible 
that one perſon ſhould entertain Ulyſſes.and his whole fleet, which 
conſiſted of twelves veſſels. This paſſage therefore gives us a re- 
mar kable cuſtom of Antiquity, Which was, that when any per- 
ſon with too great a number of attendants arrived in other coun- 
tries, the Prince received the chief perſonage and his particular 
friends, and the reſt were entertain'd at the public expence. Dacier. 


v. 235. With fair ſimilitude of truth beguiles.] The word in 
the Greet is ice, which has been uſually interpreted to be the 
fame with #434, bur thoſe that ſpeak with more exactneſs 
derive it from one, #iaZ%y, arukoizy pi annleuay, that 
is, he accommodated-and adapted his fictions to probability or 
truth; and Heſychins explains the ſame word by «iz, poi; 
Horace almoſt literally tranſlates this verſe, 


Aide ita mentitur, fic veris falſa remiſcit, 
Primo ne medinm, medio ne diſcrepat imum. 


And indeed in this line the whole art of an Epic. Poem is com- 
prehended, which is a mixture of truths and fictions, but fictions 
conformable to verity; or to ſpeak in the language of a * 
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1.181 p 74 
4 389 Ehꝛ:?½ 


The Queen's attentive ear: difloly'd in woe, 


From her bright eyes the tears unbounded flow. En 
As ſnows collected on the mountain freeze; 80 
When milder regions breathe a vernal breeze. De 
Soqtiniies db} bags wand 009 r60-SvS 5 7 2 Sh 
the fable of the Epic Poem ſhould be. both probable and marvet- 
lous; aſtoniſhing, yet credible: if it be only credible, it differs 5 An 
in nothing from Hiſtory; if only marvellous, it is no better than = 
a Romance. The great ſecret therefore of an Epic Writer is N | 
to produce in the Reader's mind at the time both belief and Hi 
aſtoniſhment, and this is here perform'd by Uh fes. 1 
| 2 8 PDacier ſur Ariſtote · 
| v. 238. As ſnows colleffed, &c.] It is not eaſy to take the 
point of this ſimile. Monſ. Peramit grievouſly miſtakes it: The 
« deſcription (ſays he) which Homer gives us of the forrow 
« of. Penelope 1s very unaccountable; her body melted like ſnow 


« upon an high mountain, when the eaſt wind melts it, and the 
« ſnow thus melted fills the rivers; thus ir was that the fair 
« cheeks of Penelope melted.” This, ſays Perault, is tranſlated 
« word for word. But in reality it reſembles Homer in nothing 
but the repetition of the word melted, or rie, which in mo- 
dern languages is burthenſome to the ear, but not in the Greek; 
for the word differs from ic ſelf according to its different forma- 
tion, almoſt as much as à new one, and gives a very diſtant 
ſound ; for inſtance, Tile, Twoutime, xtr: Whereas there 
is almoſt an identity of ' found in meit, melted, or melting; or in 
the French, liqnifie, e eee liqaiſtoient. Neither has Perault en- 
tered into the ſenſe of the compariſon; ri As is only a fi- 
gurative hyperbole, as when we ſay a perſon is conſam'd or 
waſied with grief; or perhaps Tixw hgnifies no more than ha- 
mecto, as ne, humidus. In reality it is the Quantity of tears 
that is intended to be repreſented, and the ſimile is thus to be 
underſtood ; The ſnows heap'd upon the mountains by the cold 
weſt wind, are the forrows accumulated in the ſoul of | Penelope; 
the warm eaſtern wind, which diſſolves theſe ſhows, is the reci- 
tal of Ulyſſes, which. melts thoſe forrows into tears and makes 
them flow. When Agamemnon weeps, in the ninth of the 1liad, 
bis tears are compared toa fountain of water falling from a rock ; 
bur women being more profuſe of tears, thoſe of Penelope are 
bere compared to a river. | | | 


The 


— 
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J rbe fleecy pile obeys the whiſp'ring gales, 
Ends in a ſtream, and murmurs thro' the vales: 
So, melted with the pleaſing tale he told, 
Down her fair cheek the copious torrent roll'd: 
She to her preſeat Lord laments him loſt, 
15 And views that object which ſhe'wants/the moſt ! 
| With'ring at heart to fee the weeping Fair, 
| His eyes look ſtern, and caſt a gloomy ſtare; 
* ot 


v. 244. She to hey preſent Lord laments him loft.] Dacier ob-- 
| ſerves that this is added by Homer not for our information, for 
we already know it; but becauſe it is a reflection which muſt 
neceſſarily occur to every Reader: It is a thing extraordinary to 
lament 2 perſon preſent, as if he were abſolutely loſt; and we 
reap à double ſatis faction from the relation, by obſerving the be- 
haviour of Penelope towards Ulyſſes, and of Ulyſſes towards Pe- 
nelope; while he is at the ſame time in one ſenſe both abſent 
and preſent, | | 1 8 1200 


v. 247. His eyes look ſtern, and caſt « loom Mare.] There is 
z beautiful contraſt between Uhyſſes and Penelope; Penelope indul- 
ges her paſſion for Ulyſſes, Uhſſes reſtrains bis for Penelepe: the 
picture of Ulyſſes is drawn to the life, he is aſſaulted at once with 
# ſeveral paſſions, aſtoniſhment and admiration on the one (ide, and 

compaſſion and a delice to comfort Penelqpe on the other; theſe 
paſſions being in an equal ballance, and exerting an equal forces 
de remains fixed, like a wave driven by contrary winds, and 
© yields to neither of their impulſes; it is thus Ulyſſes continues 
n a ſteady admiration, as if he had loſt all thought. This paſ- 
Wage is too bezutiful not to have been explain'd by the Antients: 
Plutarch quotes it as an inſtance of the command a wiſe man 
Pught to have over his paſſions. Ulyſſes who was the moſt elo- 
quent yet was the molt filent of men, all his facukies were o- 
F< bedient, and ſubje& to reaſon, he commanded his eye not to 
F< weep, his tongue not to ſpeak, and his very heart not to pant 
or tremble: His reaſon influenc'd even his inward motions, and 
fſubdued the very blood and vital ſpicic.” And in his treatiſe of 
; 3 | 


Moral 


— 
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Oft hora the ſtiff relentleſs balls appr. 5 
Or globes of iron fix d in either ſphere; © 
250 Firm wiſdom interdicts the ſoft ning tear. 
A ſpeechleſs interval of grief enſues, 
Till thus the Queen the tender theme renew. 265 
Stranger! that cer thy hoſpitable of 9 
Ulyſſes grac'd, confirm by faithful proof: | 
255 Delineate to my view my warlike Lord, 
His form, his habit, and his train record. 
"Tis hard, he cries, to bring to ſudden fight 
Ideas that have wing d their diſtant; flight: 
Rare on the mind thoſe images are trac d. 
260 Whoſe foouſteps twenty winters have defac d: 


Moral Virtues, he again quotes theſe verſes: © Ulyſſes had com- 
« pleatly ſubjected all his faculties ro right reaſon, and he held 
cc even his ſpirits, his blood; and his tears under the government of 
de his judgment.“ Virgil paints Dias in the infernal ſhades almoft 
in the fame colours with Uſyſſes: | 2 


Tila ſolo fixos oculos aver ſa tenebat, 55 
Nec magis incepte vnltum ſermone movstur 
Daeam fi dura files, aut fiet Marpeſia cantes.. 


v. 248. Of horn the fiff relentleſs balls N EN Enſtathins 
Informs: us, that Homer apply'd this image of horny, or zepaT{:- 
Jes to the eye, becauſe one of the coats of it is ſaid to be of 
an horny ſubſtance; but this is merely fanciful: if another tunic 
of the eye had been ſteely, there might have been ſome, ground 
for the alluſion; for Homer joins both of them in the illuRtrarion, 
and only meant to repreſent the ſtedfaſtneſs of the eye of Ulyſſes, 
in this affecting interview. - | 


But 
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But what I can, receive. In ample mode, 
A robe of military purple flow'd © 14] 

O'er all his frame: illuſtrious on his breaſt, 
The double-claſping gold the King confeſt. 


265 In the rich woof a hound Moſaic drawn 


Bore on full ſtretch, and ſeiz'd a dappl'd fawn: 
| % 


V. 262, &c. A robe of military 22 &c.] This is a remark- 
able paſſage, and gives us an exact deſcription of the habit of 2 
King in the days of Homer, or perhaps ſtill earlier in the days of 
Ulyſſes. Purple ſeems antiently to have been appropriated to Kings, 
and to them on whom they beſtow'd it; thus Judges viii. 26. the 


ſacred Hiſtorian mentions purple rayment that was on the Kings 


of Midian. Thus Eſther viii. 15. a garment of fine linen and 
purple is given to a favourite by King Ahaſmerns; and 1 Mac- 
cabees xliii. the Fews made a decree, that Simms ſhould wear pur- 
ple and gold, and that none of the people ſhould wear pur- 
ple or a bacile of gald without his permiſſion, in token that he 
was the chief magiſtrate of the Fews; thus alſo Mac. x. 89, A 
lexander ſent Jonathan a buckle of gold, as the uſe is to be given 
to ſuch as are of the King's blood. Ulyſſes is here dreſt much 
after the ſame manner; he wears purple, and a buckle or claſp of 
gold, as a ſign of his regality, But what I would chiefly — Ve 
18, that the art of embroidery was known in theſe early ages, nay 
perhaps was in greater perfection than at this day; the embroi- 


dery was of divers colours, as we may gather from the epithee 


apply'd to the fawn, Tuxiny, Some perſons indeed tell us, that 
this was inwoven into the cloth, and was made in the loom, 
but the words of Homer will admit of the other interpretation 
and it is evident that embroidery was known amongſt the Ori- 
entals in the age of Uhſſes, from Judges v. 20. Have they not 
fred? have they not divided the prey, to Siſera a prey of divers co- 


ours, a prey of divers colours of needle-work, of divers colours of nee- 


dle · work on both ſides, meet for the necks of them that take the ſpoil? 
Here is evidently mention made of embroidery, and perhaps ſuch 
was this robe of Ulyſſes; but however this be, it is manifeſt that 
all manner of creatures were figur d upon the habit af great perſo- 
nages, and that thoſe creatures were inwrought ſo naturally as to 
ſeem to be alive. | 


Vol. IV. 16 Deep 
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Deep in the neck his fangs indent their hold; 
They pant, and ſtruggle in the moving gold. 
Fine as a filmy web beneath it ſhon 

270 A veſt, that dazzl'd like a cloudleſs ſun: 


The female train who round him throng'd to gaze, 


In ſilent wonder ſfigh'd unwilling praiſe. 
A fabre, when the warrior preſs'd to part, 
I gave, enamel'd with Vulcanian art: | 
275 A mantle purple-ting'd, and radiant veſt, 
Dimenſion'd equal to his fize, expreſt 
Affection grateful to my .bonour'd gueſt. 
A fay'rite herald in his train I knew, 
His viſage ſolemn fad, of fable hue: 


radiant veſt, 


v. 275. ; 
Dimenſion'd equal to his fix t=—— 


It may be ask'd, what is the meaning of the T/wdeile xo 


, 


here mentioned by Ulyſſes * Euſtathius explains it by 2 16-44 

canty, 
bur exactly correſponding to the make of the body. Heſiod uſes 
the ſame word in the ſame ſenſe; and Heſychins interprets it in 


the ſame manner, "Euptilor, xa pixgs Twr Tod wr ug lee. 


that is, neither too long nor too ſhort, too wide or too 


Dacier. 


v. 278. A farꝰ' rite herala ] This is very artful in 


Ulyſſes; Penelope had ask'd what kind of perſon her husband was; 
Ulyſſes fears to give a deſcription of himſelf, left by drawing the 
before the eyes of Penekpe, the ſhould 


copy like the original now 


diſcover him to be Uhſſes: e therefore diverts the enquiry, yet 
at the fame time fatishes her curiofiry, by adding a new circum- 
ſtance to confirm his veracity» by deſcribing his attendant and 


Herald Exrybates. Dacier. 


Short 
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280 Short woolly curls o'crfleec'd his bending bead. 
O'er which a promontory-ſhoulder ſpread: 
Eurybates! in whoſe large ſoul alone 
Ulyſſes view'd an image of his w. 

His ſpeech the tempeſt of her grief reſtor 

235 In all he told ſhe recognis'd her Lord: 


But when the ſtorm was ſpent in plenteous ſhow'rs, 


A pauſe inſpiriting her languiſh'd pow'rs, 
O thou, ſhe cry'd, whom firſt inclement fate 
Made welcome to my hoſpitable gate; 

290 With all thy wants the name of poor ſhall end ; 
Henceforth live honour'd, my domeſtic friend! 
The veſt much envy'd on your native coaſt, 
And regal robe with figur'd gold emboſt, 

In happier hours my artful hand employ'd, 


$295 When my lov'd Lord this bliſsful bow'r enjoy'd: 


The fall of Troy erroneous and forlorn 
Doom'd to ſurvive, and never to return! 
Then he, with pity touch'd; O Royal Deas ! ! 
Your ever-anxious mind, and beauteous frame, 
200 From the devouring rage of grief reclaim, 
I not the fondneſs of your ſoul reprove 
For ſuch a Lord ! who crown'a your virgin-love 


K 2 


With 
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With the dear bleſſing of a fair increaſe; | 5 
Himſelf adorn d with more than mortal grace: ; 
305 Yet while I ſpeak, the mighty woe ſuſpend; P 
Truth forms my tale; to pleaſing truth attend, 5307 
The royal object of your deareſt care, . A 
Breathes in no diſtant clime the vital air: 5 

In rich Theſprotia, and the nearer bound 1 
310 Of Theſſaly, his name I heard renown'd : 1 
Without retinue, to that friendly ſhore $3 
Welcom'd with gifts of price, a ſumleſs ſtore! 5 
His facrilegious train, who dar'd to prey 8 

[ 


On herds devoted to the God of day, 
315 Were doom'd by Fove, and Phabus' juſt decree, 


To periſh in the rough Trizacrian ſea, | : 
To better fate the blameleſs Chief ordain'd, | « 
A floating fragment of the wreck regain'd, : 
And rode the ſtorm ; *tiil by the billows toſt, 1 
2320 He landed on the fair Phæacian coaſt. | - 


That race, who emulate the life of Gods, 


Receive him joyous to their bleſt abodes: 
Large gifts confer, a ready fail command, s 
To ſpeed his voyage to the Grecian ſtrand. | 
325 But your wiſe Lord, (in whoſe capacious foul __ - 


| High ſchemes of pow'r in juſt ſucceſſion rou! ) c 
| His 
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His Ithaca refus'd from fav'ring Fate, 
Till copious wealth might guard his regal ſtate. 
Phedon the fact affirm'd, whoſe ſovereign ſway. 


130 Theſprotian tribes, a duteous race, obey :. 


And bade the Gods this added truth atteſt, 


(While pure libations crown'd the genial feaſt) 


That anchor'd in his port the veſſels ſtand, 
To waft the Heroe to his natal land. 


335 1 for Dulichium urge the wat'ry way, 


But firſt the Uyſſean wealth ſurvey: 
So rich the value of a ſtore ſo vaſt 
Demands the pomp of centuries to waſte ! 


/ 


v. 327. His Ithaca vefus'd from fav ring' Fate, | 

| Till copions'wealth might guard his regal flate. ] 
Ulyſſes-amaſs'd great riches by being driven from country to coun - 
try: Every Prince where he arrived made him great preſents, ac- 
cording to the laudable cuſtoms of hoſpitality in former ages. The 
word in the Greek (obſerves Dacier) is i, it is bor row'd 


from beggars, who by ſtrolling from place to place get their live- 


lhood; and hence it was made uſe of imply to amaſs, or make 
collections. Heſychins explains it by gu3Mtyu, t, £y4cu; in 
which words there are two errors, and it is manifeſt they are. 
corrupted: Monſieur le Fevre reads Twice, ay4ipu. Dacier. 

We may obſerve that Ulyſſes gives bimſelf great commendati- 
ons thro? this whole interview; he calls himſelf dias 'Od voor, 
and ſays, that there were few men in the world like him; that 
he was Joc evaaiſuice, or like the Gods: This is not a ſign of 
vanity or oſtentation, ſince Ulyſſes ſpeaks in the character of a 
ſtranger : He muſt therefore ſpeak.in the ſame manner as a ſtran- 
ger would have ſpoke; that is, with honour of Ulyſſes, to ingra- 
tiate himſelf with Penelope. Beſides, this conduct conduces to per- 
ſuade Penelope, that he is the perfon he precends ro be, and bythe 
conſequence contributes to prevent a diſcovery. 
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The darling object of your royal love, 
340 Was journey d thence to Dodonean Fove z; 
Buy the ſure precept of the ſylvan ſhrine, 
To form the conduct of his great defign: 365 
Irreſolute of ſoul, his ſtate to ſnrowd 
In dark diſguiſe, or come, a King avow'd ? 
345 Thus lives your Lord; nor longer deom'd to roam: 
Soon will he grace this dear paternal dome. 
By Fove, the ſource of good, ſupreme in power! g 370 
By the bleſt genius of this friendly bow'r! | 
I ratifie my ſpeech; before the ſun 
350 His annual Iongitude of heav'n ſhall run; 
When the pale Empreſs of yon” ſtarry train 
In the next'month renews her faded wane, | 
Uly/es will aſſert his rightful reign. | 
What thanks! what boon! reply'd candy due, 
355 Wben time ſhall prove the ſtoried bleſſiug true: 
My Lord's return ſhou'd fate no more retard, 
Envy ſhall ſicken at thy vaſt reward. | 
But my prophetic fears, alas! I v4 
The wounds of Deſtiny's relentleſs. rage 
360 I long muſt weep ! nor will Ulyſes come, 
With royal gifts to ſend you honour'd home. 
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Vour other task, ye menial train, forbear: 
Now waſh the ſtranger, and the bed prepare; 
With ſplendid palls the downy fleece adorn: 

365 Up- riſing early with the purple morn, 

His finews ſhrunk with age, and ſtiff with toil, 
In the warm bath foment with fragrant oil, 
Then with Telemachus the ſocial feaſt 

Partaking free, my ſole invited gueſt; 


370 Whoc'er neglects to pay diſtinction due, 


The breach of hoſpitable right may rue. 


v. 363. Now waſh the ſtranger, — This was one of the 
firſt rites of hoſpitality obſerved towards ſtrangers, among the 
Antients; the Scriptures abound with inſtances of it: Abraham 
offers water to walh the feet of the Angels whom he miſtook 
for ſtrangers, c. There was alſo a bath for the ſtranger, bur 
this ſeems to have been a greater honour (as Dacier obſerves) 
than that of walhing the feet; this may be gather'd from, the 
manner in which it was performed; the daughters of the family, 
even young Princeſles, aſſiſted at the bath; but the waſhing the 
feet was an office committed to ſervants: Thus the daughter of 
Neſtor in the third Oayſſey bath'd Telemachas, bur Ulyſſes being 
diſguis'd like a beggar, Euryclea waſhes his feet. This agrees ex- 
actly with another paſſage of ſcripture; when David ſent to ask 
Abigail to wife, 1 Sam. *xv. 41, ſhe made anſwer, Let thine 
haudmaid be a ſervant #0 waſh the feet of the ſervants of my Lord. 
My memory fails me, if there be any other paſſage, either in the 
Iliad os Odyſſey, where this practice of waſhing the feet is direct- 
ly mention'd; the reaſon is, this was an office perform'd only to 
inferior perſons; the bath was for Heroes and Kings. Now both 
Homer's Poems are fill'd with the characters of ſuch perſonages, 
and therefore there was no room to mention it in other places: 
tis true, the word here is di., and does not neceſſarily im- 
ply the waſhing of the feet, but waſhing in general: yet here it is to 
underſtood of the feet, for Exryc/ea in the act of waſhing them 


diſcovers this ſtranger to be Ulyſſes, | 
K 4 The 
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The vulgar of my ſex I moſt exceed 
In real fame, when moſt humane my deed: | 
And vainly to the praiſe of Queen aſpire, 


375If ſtranger! I permit that mean attire, 


Beneath the feaſtful bow'r. A narrow ſpace 
Confines the circle of our deſtin'd race; ; 
"Tis ours, with good the ſcanty round to grace. 
Thoſe who to cruel wrong their ſtate abuſe, 
380 Dreaded in life, the mutter'd curſe perſues ; 
By death diſ rob d of ali their ſavage pow'rs, 
Then, licens'd rage her hatefu] prey devours. 
But he whoſe in- born worth his acts commend, 
Of gentle ſoul, to human race a friend; 
385 The wretched he relieves diffuſe his fame, 
And diſtant tongues extoll the patron-name. 
Princeſs, he cry'd, in vain your bounties flow 
On me, confirm'd, and obſtinate in woe, 


A narrow ſpace : 
x | Confines the circle of our deſtin d race. ] The ſenſe i; 
here cut ſhort, and Homer, like a good Painter, leaves ſomething 
to be ſupply'd by the Reader's imagination. Life is ſhort, (fays 
Penelope) we ought therefore ro employ it in doing good. The 
motive indeed which ſhe uſes, is not entirely contormable to 
true Theology; ſhe here propoſes glory as the ſole aim of doing 
virtuous ations; tho? in other places Homer plainly aſſerts, tha: 
we ought to act with piety to pleaſe the Gods, Dacier 


' v. 376. 


; When 


Book XIN. HOMER's ODYSSEY. zzy 


When my lov'd' Crete receiv'd my final view, 


390 And from my weeping eyes her cliffs withdrew ; 
Theſe tatter'd weeds (my decent robe reſign d. 
I choſe, the livery of a woful mind! 
Nor will my heart-corroding cares abate 
With ſplendid palls, and canopies. of ſtate: a L 

395 Low-couca'd.on earth, the gift of ſleep I ſcorn, 
And catch the glances of the waking morn. 
The delicacy of your courtly train 


To waſh a wretched wand'rer wou'd dildain ;- 
But if, in tract of long experience try'd, 
* R899 rennen „inen 

40 And ſad ſimilitude of woes ally d, 


Some 


% — * 24 > 5-2 


15 ve 399. But if, in tract of long experience, &c.] I will have 
an old woman to walh me (ſays Ulyſſes.) The reaſon of this re- 
queſt is not evident at firſt: view; but Euſtathius explains it by 
A4bewing'that Ulyſſes acts thus to avoid the inſults and contempt 
of the younger damſels of Penelope, who had ſufficiently outrag d 
- him in this and the preceding book; - they would think them - 
_ ſelves degraded by performing ſuch an office to a beggar. Euſta- 
thius remarks; that ſome antient Critics rejected three verſes here: 
It is abſurd, ſay they, that Ulyſſes ſhould chuſe Euryclea for this 
office, who was the only perſon who could diſcover him, and 
ruin his deſigns; be knew ſhe was acquainted with. the wound 
that afterwards diſcovers him: But the truth is, Ulzſſes knew Eu- 
ryclea to be a perſon of wiſdom, and he was in hopes to draw 
ber over to bis intereſt, and make uſe of her in his affairs in the 
future parts of the Oayſſey; and this he . does upon many impor- 
tant occaſions, in particular in locking up the Palace at the time 
of the battle between him and the Suirors; fo that by her means 
he prevents the report of that great incident from being carried 
to their partizans abroad: here therefore he artfully brings it a* 
bout, thar Ezryc/ea ſhould be aſſign'd to this office, not only to 
| K 5 avoid. 
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Some wretch reluctant views aerial light, | 
To her mean hand aſſign the friendly rite. | | 415 
Pleas'd with his wiſe reply, the Queen rejoin'd: 
Such gentle manners, and ſo ſage a mind, + 
405 In all who grac'd this hoſpitable bow'r- 
Ine er diſcern'd, before this ſocial hour. tc 
Such ſervant as your humble choice requires 420 
To light receiv'd the Lord of my deſires, | 
'F "New from the birth: and with a mother's hand 
| 410 His tender bloom to manly growth ſuſtain'd: 
Of matchleſs prudence, and a duteous mind; 


| 
| 
1 
| 


—— — — r 


Though now to life's extremeſt verge declin d. 


Of ſtrength ſuperior to the toil aſſign d. = 


avoid the inſults of the other females, but to make ufe of her 
faithfulneſs and wiſdom to carry on his defigns, and make the 
way more eaſy to the Suitors Deſtruction. The choice there- 
fore was prudent; ſhe was aged, and acquainted with human mi- 
ſeries; not only by reaſon of her age, but had herſelf ſuffer'd in 
all the afflictions of Penelope and Teemachns : we find ſhe is deſcri- 
bed as a mother to che whole family, and ſhe all 2 adopts the 
afflictions of it: Euſtathias therefore may perbaps be miſtaken 
when he aſſerts this to be an inſtance of ill counſels crown'd with 
good ſucceſs, But then it may be ask'd, if Earycſea was 2 perſon 
of ſuch wiſdom and fidelity, why does not Ulyſſes truſt her with 
the ſecret of his return? The reaſon is plain, it would not only 
have been contrary to his cautious nature, but a breach of all de- 
cency to truſt himſelf ro Exryclea, and not to Penelope ; this would 
in ſome meaſure have rais'd the character of the ſervant, above 
that of his wife and Queen. Part of this note I am indebted for 


IS 


- 
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Riſe, 
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Riſe, Euryclea ! with officious care 
415 For the poor friend the cleanſing bath prepare: 
This debt his correſpondent fortunes claim, 

Too like Ulyſes, and perhaps the ſame! 

Thus old with woes my fancy paints him now! 
For age untimely marks the careful brow. 

420 Inſtant obſequious to the mild command, 

Sad Euryclea roſe: with trembling hand 

she veils the torrent of her tearful eyes; 

And thus impaſſion'd to herſelf replies. 

Son 


v. 423. She veils the torrent of her — 2 eyes.] Datier obC- 


ſerves that Ariſtotle in his third book of Rhetoric quotes this 
action of Euryclea as an inftance of a Paralogiſm familiar to Ho- 
mer; and again in his Poetics, he cites it to the ſame purpoſe: 
A Paralogiſm conſiſts in making uſe of falſe reaſoning, and draw- 
ing a falſe conſequence from true premiſles; « All men, fays Arif- 

*« fotle, are naturally perſuaded that where ſuch a thing is, or is 
« done, ſuch another muſt happen; we may therefore make them 
« ealily believe that if the laſt is, the firſt muſt conſequently be; but 
« in reality, the latter which we lay down as truth . often falſe, 
'« the former is ſo more frequently, for it does not follow, that 
« becauſe one thing is, another muſt neceſſarily be; but becauſe 
% we are perſuaded of the truth of the latter, we conclude fallly, 
- « that the former is allo true.” The Reader will enter into the 
meaning of Ariſtorle, and underftand what a Paralogiſm is, by an 


example of it; for inſtance, if we were to prove a man to be in 


love, we bring it as an argument that he is pale; ncw this is 
a falſe reaſoning or paralogiſm, becauſe a perſon may be pale from 
other reaſons than love. Thus in the inſtance of Euryclea, © Ho- 
« mer (ſays Ariſtetle) impoſes upon his Reader, by mentioning 
a fign that is known, to draw a conſequence from it, to prove 
te à thing thit is not known; “ that is, Homer endeavours to prove 
that the whole ſtory concerning Euryclea is true, and that ſhe 
really hid her eyes when ſhe = becauſe chis is a conſequence 

| | | A 


. 


228 ' HOMER's ODYSSEY. Bock XIX. 


Son of my love, and Monarch of my cares! 
425 What pangs for thee this wretched boſom bears! 
Are thus by Jove who conſtant beg bis aid _ 

Witb pious deed, and pure devotion, paid  _ 
He never dar'd defraud the ſacred —_ | 44 
1 Of perfect Hecatombs in order lain: : yy 
430 There oft implor'd his tutelary pow'r, | 

Long to protract the ſad ſepulchral hour; 


[ 
4 
| 
{ 
| 
j 
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| That form'd for empire with paternal care, 4- 
His realm might recognize an equal-heir: © 

O deftin'd head! The pious vows are loſt ; 
435 His God forgets him on a foreign coaſt.— 
; Perhaps, 


of paſſion, and becauſe it is natural for perſons to conceal: their : 
eyes with their hands while they weep, This alſo is a Paralo- 
1 giſm, for every ſyllable concerning Euryclea may be a fiction of 
| the Poet, tho' ſuch a geſture is natural to a perſon in her cir- 
| cumſtances; the — conſiſts in this, namely, in the art of 
| the Poet in endeavouring to deceive us into a belief, that becauſe 
| perſons when they weep conceal their eyes, therefore it is true 
| that Eurylea thus actually wept; the latter may be evidently, tho 
| the former be true: Ariſtotle brings this pradice of Homer as an 
example to all Poets how to tell lies as they ought, or agreeably. 


v. 434. rue pious vows are leſt; 

7 His God forgets him | | 
Euryclea we ſee is altoniſh'd to find that a perſon who is remark- 
able for his piety ſhould be unfortunate; the age was not en- 
lighten'd enough to know that calamity is often a proof of vir- 
tue, and a tryal not a puniſhment. Maximus Tyrius, the Platonic 
22. diſſert. excellently explains this ſubject: * Who (ſays that 
« Author) can deny Ulyſſes to be a man of piety ? Jupiter remem- 
« bers him, Minerra loves him, Mercury guides him, Calypſo 
« enamour'd. 


% 


* 
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Perhaps, like thee, poor oueſt! in wanton pride 
The rich inſult him, and the young deride! 
Conſcious of worth revil'd, thy gen'rous mind: 
The friendly rite of purity declin'd; 3 
440 My will concurring with my Queen's command- 
Accept the bath from this obſequious hand. e 
A ſtrong emotion ſhakes my anguiſh'd breaſt; 
In thy whole form Ulyſſes ſeems expreſt 1 
445 Of all the wretched harbour'd on our coaſt; 
None imag'd.c*er like thee my maſter loſt. 


te enamour'd with him, and Lencothea faves bis life! Who then 

e can deny but that Heaven try'd him with all his afflitions, that 

<< he might appear to be, and deſerve to be called a good man? 

this is the reaſon why he ſuffer'd at Troy, from the Suitors, by 

the Cyclops, by Circe, and by ſhipwreck: this ts the reaſon why - 

cc he wander'd as a vagabond, and a beggar; that be was half na- 

: c ked, that he was ſtruck and inſulted, and ſuffer'd a thouſand inſo- 
* Jencies from the riots of the Suitors: It was the favour and 
& love of Heaven that brought bim into all theſe afffictions, and 
<« nor the anger of Neptane When a good man ſuffers, Heav'n 
frequently chuſes him out as an Heree, who knows how to be- 


have bravely in the day of adverſity, and this is agreeable to true 
Theology. | | 


v. 444. Tn thy whole = Ulyſſes ſeems expreſt, &c.] Homer 
continually draws his refle&ions from the preſent object: Penelo- 
pe, at the ſight of this diſtreſſed and il1-cloath'd ſtranger, breaks 
out into a tender ſentiment, and cries, Perhaps my Ulyſſes is 
e ſuch as he!” for thus Exftathins applies the expreſſion, s 70¹- 
roc i quou aaa dd uarorm; that is, © he was not ſuch by 
* nature, but misfortune;** Buc if we underſtand it of a bodily 
reſemblance, the ſentiment is ſtill beautiful, and the Reader can- 


not without pleaſure ſee Penelope deceived in comparing Ulyſſes 
with Ulyſſes, Dacier. 


.cc 
cc 


. Thus 
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Thus half diſcover'd thro' the dark diſguiſe, _ 
With cool compoſure feign'd, the Chief replies: 
You join your ſuffrage to the public vote; = 
450 The ſame you think, have all beholders thought. 
He faid : repleniſh'd from the pureſt ſprings, | 
The laver ſtrait with buſy. care ſhe brings: 
In the deep vaſe, that ſhone like burniſh'd gold, 
The boiling fluid temperates the cold. 5 7 
455 Mean-time revolving in his thoughtful mind. 
The ſcar, with which his manly knee was fign'd; | 
His face averting from the crackling blaze, 
His ſhoulders intercept th' unfriendly rays. 
© Thus cautious, in th obſcure he hop'd to fly | 
460 The curious ſearch of Emryclea's eye. | 
v. 448. | mnn_—_—_ Cj rp. This is very art- 
ful in Up es: If he had deny'd the reſemblance, it might have 


given ſuſpicion; he therefore confeſſes ir, and by confeſſing it 
_ Perſuades Euryclea that he is not the real Ulyſſes. Dacier. 


v. 457. His face averting from the crackling blaze.) The rea- 
ſon why Ulyſſes turns toward the darkneſs is to avoid diſcovery, 
and that Euryciea might not examine him too curioully : but this is 
not the whole deſign of Homer; the Poet thus deſcribes Ulyſſes 
to give probability to the future ſtory; for as Euſtathias judici- 
ouſly remarks, it is from this action alone that the fainting of 

Earyclea, her laying her hand on the chin of Ulyſſes, his ſei ſure 

of her throat to hinder her from diſcovering him, eſcape the no- 
; tice of Penelope; Ulyſſes is ſeated out ot view, and withdrawn 
1 from obſer vation. Dacier, MITES, ee en 


Cautious 
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Cautious in vain! nor ceas d the dame to find 
The ſcar, with which his manly knee was ſign d. 
This 


v. 461. Cantious in vain / nor ceas'd the dame to find 
The ſcar — 1 4 122 N. 
This ſtory concerning the wound of Ulyſſes, may, I fear, in ſome 
parts of it, ſeem ſomewhat tedious; it. may therefore he neceſſaty 
to ſhew that it is introduc'd with judgment; and tho' not en- 
tirely entertaining, yet artful. 
Ariſtotle in the eighth Chap. of his Poetics, ſpeaking of the uni- 
ty of the action of the Odyſſey, mentions this wound of Ulyſſes. 
Homer, ſays he, who excell'd other Poets in all reſpects, ſeems 
perfectly to have known this defect, (viz. that all the actions of 
an Heroe do not conſtitute the unity of the action, but only ſuch 
as are capable to be united with the fable) for in compoſing his 
. Odyſſey, he has not mention'd all the adventures of Ulyſſes : For 
example, he has not join'd the wound he received upon Parnaſ- 
ſus with the account of his. feign'd madneſs, when the Greeks 
aſſembled their army; for becauſe one of them happen'd, it was 
neither neceſſary nor probable that the other ſhould alſo happen; 
but he has inſerted all that could have reſpe& to one and the 
fame action. Monſieur Dacier fully explains Ariſtotle; We have 
in this precept (obſerves that Author) two remarkable events in 
the life of Ulyſſes; his feign'd madneſs, and his wound receiv'd 
upon Parnaſſus: The Poet mentions the wound, but is lent a- 
bout his madneſs: He ſaw that the latter had no connexion ei- 
ther in truth or probability with the ſubje& of his Poem, and 
therefore he ſays not a word of it: he has acted otherwiſe with 
reſpect to the wound, receiv'd upon. Parnaſſus; for altho* that 
wound was no more to the matter of his Poem, than the mad- 
neſs, yet he ſpeaks of it, becauſe he found an opportunity of inſert- 
ing it ſo naturally into his principal action, that it becomes a ne- 
ceſſary part of it, fince it cauſes a remembrance of his Heroe, 
that is, ſince it is the occaſion of Euryclea's diſcovering Ulyſſes; ſa 
that this Hiſtory which is here related at length is no foreign E- 
pi ſode, but a natural part of che ſubje&, by being thus artfully 
united to it. This fully teaches us of what nature the different 
parts which a Poet uſes to form one and the fame action gught 
to be; namely, either neceſſary or probable conſequences of one 
another, as the remembrance of Uhſſes was of this wound: eve- 
ry adventure then that has not this onnexion ought to be rejected 


as foreign, and as breaking the unity of the action: And —_ 
| ore 


* 


| 
| 
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This on Parnaſſus combiting the bor. 
With glancing rage the tusky ſavage tore. 


$GF Attended by his brave maternal race, 


A 


Autohcus the bold: (a mighty name 
For ſpotleſs faith, and deeds of martial fame: 


His grandſire ſent him to the ſylvan chace, 


P31 


7 
5 — 


Herms. 


—. 


fore Homer took care not to interrupt the unity ef his Ozyſſey, by 
the Epiſode ot the feign'd madneſs of Ulyſſes; for that incident 
could not be produc'd by any that were neceſſary or proper to the 
Poem, nor produce any that had the leaſt relation to it 


Beſſu fully agrees with Ariſtotle and Dacier, and gathers from 


this Epifode that ſome incidents which make not directly any 


part of the action or the fable may be inſerted into a Poem, if 


; oe incidents are neceſſary to clear up any part of the fable or 
action. | Ha Fes 
This remembrance, or difcovery by the wound, is mention'd in 

another place; ſee the twemy- Hrſt Odyſſey; * Ariſtotle in his ſe- 
venteenth Chap. of the Poetics prefers this remembrance to that 
there made to Exmens; It is (obſerves that Author) here mana- 
ged with more addreſs and art; it is done without defign, and 
[ſeems à conſequence of rhe ſtory : There Ulyſſes bimfelt diſcovers 
"the wound; here it ariſes from the ſubject, and a ſeries of inci- 
* dents: there Ulyſſes has recourſe to it, and it cauſes no furprize, 
* becauſe there is no great art in ſhewing a mark, which we are 
willing to have known. All remembrances therefore (ſays Ariſ- 
rot le) which produce their effects by deſign have little ingenuity: 
Whereas thofe which are brought about by chance, ſurprize us, 


and are inſtances of the Poer's art and addreſs. | 


V. 467. Autolycus the bold : (a mighty name n 


For ſpotleſs faith — 


This difficult paſſage is well explain'd by Dacter and Enſtathins : 
. bs ono 0G 07.2309 3907 8 firing 23757 - 
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* 


470 Whoſe ſhrine with weanling lambs he wont to load.) 


rgagsig; 
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Hermes his Patron- god thoſe gifts beſtow'd, 


His 


which literally run thus, © he ſurpaſs'd all men in ſwearing and 
tc ſtealing: a terrible character! if it were to be underſtood 
according to the letter: It has been imagined, that Homer com- 
mends Autylocus for his addreſs in robbery, and making equi vo- 
cal oaths; like the perſon (ſays Euſtathius) who made a truce 
with his enemies for ſeveral days, and immediately went and ra- 
vag'd their territories by night, and defended it, by telling them 
that the truce was not made for the night but the day: or like 
the perſon mention*'d;:by Athenens, who ftole a filh, and gave it 
to his neighbour, and being queſtion'd about it ſwore, that he 
had it not himſelf, nor ſaw any other perſon ſteal it: but this is 
not the meaning of Homer, for he calls Autolycus to d or a 
good man, and adds that this xx:7o9y1n l“ , was the gift of 
2 God. The truth is, the former word does not here ſigniſie 
theft, nor the latter perjury : the former ſignifies a laudable addreſs 
in coneealing our own deſigns, and diſcovering thoſe of our ene- 
mies; it conſiſts in ſurprifing them, when they leaſt expect us, 
in beating up their quarters, carrying off their convoys, their 
3 and in ſhort in all manner of ſtratagems, authoriz'd. 
y the laws of war: ox fignifies fidelity in obſerving an oath, 
and never violating the ſanctity of it. Plato in his firſt book de 
Repub. makes it plain, that this is the ſenſe of Homer: He there 
quotes this paſſage, and aſſerts that he is the beſt guardian of 
an army who knows how to ſteal the counſels and enterpriſes of 
the enemy, Tx T@v TFoioy xnibas Purwpdla, Kal TAs hXNASE 
— this, it is there inferr'd, that juſtice is a kind of 
chicanery (xi Tic 57 wperdia. PIN, A. S TOY txPpar) 


by which we ſerve our friends, and bring detriment to our e- 


nemies; but the anſwer there given to this aſſertion is, à wa Toy 
Od, or, by no means: It muſt be underſtood with ſome reſtric- 
tion: It is lawful to decieve an enemy in war, but in common 
Me criminal. The qualities therefore that Homer commends in 
Autolhcus, are his dexterity in diſcovering, penetrating and pre- 
venting the deſigns of his enemies, and the religious obſervance 
of his oaths, and not theft and perjury; Euſtathius explains Ho- 
mer by adding x εννπν s Kaxny, oprcy & 20A), 

v. 469, Hermes his Patron: god thoſe gifts beſtow d.] The rea- 
ſon why Homer attributes theſe gifts W Mercury is, becauſe he 
was the preſident of ſecrecy, or of all things that are acted — 

| 20c 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
' 


hee was call'd 'Odugous, from Ove, Iraſcor ; implying 
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His courſe to Ithaca this Heroe ſped, e 
When the firſt product of Laerte, bed 
Was new diſclos d to birth: the banquet ends, 

When Emryclea from the Queen deſcends, 


- 


475 And to his fond embrace the babe commends. 


Recoive, ſhe cries, your royal daughter's ſon; 
And Name the bleſſing that your pray'rs have won. 


2 defire of concealment. He is alf> the God of ſpeech, it there- 
fore 1 to that Deity to guard the verity of it, in parti- 
cular of oaths; being the precedent of ſpeaking. Dacier. 


v. 476, © Receive, ſhe cries,” your royal daughter's ſon, &c.] 


We have here an antient cuſtom obſerv'd by the Greeks: The 


child was placed by the father upon the grandfather's knees, as 2 
token that a grandchild was the moſt agreeable preſent that a fon 
could make to a father. That this was an antient cuſtom, is evident 


From the add. 


— i ry Fw 
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That is, the father of Phenix imprecated the furies, that Phenix 


might never have a ſon to place upon his grandfather's knees. 

It has been already remark*d that it was cuſtomary in Greece 
for the parents to name the child; here the grandfacher names 
Ulyſſes : but this is done by permiflion of the parents, for Auto- 
Heus bids them give the name, "© | 


(aye Euftathins) that many hated, or were enraged at> Antolycus, 
for the miſchiefs he had done by his art in war, , Ts int 


v ; that is in other words, Autohcus call'd Uhyſſes Odvo- 


eos from the terror he had been to his enemies. 


Then 


480 
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Then thus the hoary Chief. My victor arms 
« Have aw'd the realms around with dire alarms: - 
480. A ſure memorial ot my dreaded fame 
* The boy ſhall bear; Dyſſes be his name! 
« And when with filial love the youth ſhall come 
« To view his mother's ſoil, my Delphic dome 
« With gifts of price ſhall ſend him. joyous: home. 
435 Lur'd with the promis'd boon, when youthful prime 
Ended in man, his mother's natal clime 
Ulyſſes ſought ; with fond affection dear 
PE Amphithea's arms receiv'd the royal heir: 
his, Her antient * Lord an equal joy poſſeſt; 
490 Inſtant he bade prepare the genial feaſt: 
A ſteer to form the ſumptuous bauquet bled, 
Whoſe ſtately growth five flow'ry ſummers fede 
His ſons divide, and roaſt with artful care | ' 
The limbs; then all the taſteful viands hare. 
49F Nor ceas'd diſcourſe (the banquet of the ſoul) - 
Till Phæbus wheeling to the weſtern goal 
Reſign'd the skies, and night involy'd the pole. 
Their drooping eyes the flumb'rous ſhade oppreſt, 
Sated they roſe, and all retir'd to reſt. © 
FOO soon as the morn, new-rob'd in purple light, 
Pierc'd with her golden ſhafts the rear of night; | 
Uber, 
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Uly/es, and his brave maternal race 
The young Aurolyci, aſſay the chace. ; 1 

Parnaſſus, thick-perplex'd with horrid ſhades, 

FOF With deep-mouth'd hounds the hunter-troop invades ; 
What time the ſun; from ocean's peaceful ſtream, 5: 
Darts o'er the lawn his horizontal beam. 

The pack impatient ſauff the tainted gale; 
The thorny wilds the wood-men' fierce aſſail . 

FIO And foremoſt of the train, his cornel ſpeaa 
Ulyſſes wav'd, to rouze the ſavage wart. 5 

© ) Deep in the rough receſſes of the wood, 


A lofty copſe, the growth of ages, ſtood: 
Nor winter's boreal blaſt, nor thund'rous ſnow r. 
515 Nor ſo.ar ray, cou'd pierce the ſhady bow r, | 
With wither'd foliage ſtrew d, a heapy ſtore! 
The warm pavilion of a dreadful. boar. | 
Rous'd by the hounds and bunters? mingling cries, 
[| The favage from his leafy ſounder flies: 
| | $20 With fiery glare his ſanguine eye · balls ſhine. 
= And briſtles high impale his borrid, chine. 
Young Ithacus advanc d, defies the foe, 07 
Poiſing his lifted lance in act to throw: _ 
The ſavage renders vain the wound . 
$25 And ſprings impetuous with opponent ſpecd! 


TY 
3 
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His 'tusks oblique he aim'd the knee to goar; 
Aſlope they glanc'd, the finewy fibres tore, 
And bar'd the bone: Ulyſſes undiſmay'd, 
| Soon with redoubl'd force the wound repay'd ; 
530 To the right ſhoulder-joint the ſpear apply'd, 
is further flank with ftreaming purple dy'd: 
On earth he ruſh'd with agonizing pain; 
With joy, and vaſt ſurprize, th' applauding train 
View'd his enormous bulk extended on the plain. 


535 With bandage firm Lyſſes knee they bound; 
Then chaunting myſtic lays, the cloſing wound 


Of ſacred melody.confeſs'd the force; 


The tides of life regain'd their azure courſe. 
. Then 


v. 536. Then chaunting myſtic lays, the cloſing wound 

5 Of ſacred melody confeſs d the force. 
This is a remarkable inſtance of the antiquity of that idle ſaper- 
ſtition of curing wounds by incantation or charms : yet Homer is 
no way blameable for mentioning it; he wrote according to the 
opinion of the age, which whether true or falſe vindicates him 
as a Poet, Indeed almoſt all other Poets have ſpoken more bold- 
ly than Homer of the power of incantations; thus Virgil. 


Carmina vel celo poſſunt deducere lunam, 
Carminibus Circe ſicios mutavit Ulyſſet, 
Frigidus in pratis cantaudo rumpitur anguiss 


But we may defend Homer from Pliny, who has thought this 
point, viz, whether charms are available phyſically, worthy of a 
ſerious diſcuſſion ; he refers to this paſſage in his natural Hiſtory, 
lib. 28. cap. 1. Dixit, Homerus profluvium ſanguinis vulnerato fe- 
mine Ulyſſem inhibuiſſe carmine, Theophraſtus, Iſchiadicos ſanari, Cats 

| * | gradidit 
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Then back they led the youth with loud acclaim; 545 
$40 Autolycus, enamour'd with his fame, 

Confirm'd the cure: and from the Delphic dome 

With added gifts return'd him glorious home. | 

He ſafe at Ithaca with joy receiv'd, | | 

Relates the chace, and early praiſe at chiev d. ro 


_ 


.prodidit Luxatis membris carmen anxiliari> Varro Podagris. Atta- 
fees affirms, that if a man chance to ſpy a ſcorpion, and pronounce 
the word duo, it will lie till, and never ſhoot his ſting. I think 
theſe grave Authors outdo even the fictions of Poets; and I hard- 
ly believe that any of them would have ventur'd to provoke a 
ſerpent, truſting to the charm. But we are to underſtand this 
charm not merely as a form of words, but: as join'd with muſical 
notes, and then it may appear more rational: for the cure of the 
Sciatica» Theophraſtus commends the Phrygian muſic, and A. Gel- 
lins for giving eaſe to it; but adds, at Memoriæ proditum eſt. A- 
pollonins in his book de Miris, affirms from Theophraſins, that 
Muſic cures many diſeaſes both of mind and body, x, Den- 
Tupac, vifees, nas Tas tri praxpoy yIivoprivac The , mg iE 
Tels, ir d KaTaunors ioxiade xa: rmnmliay. And the ſame 
Author affirms, that many in his time, eſpecially the Thebans, 
uſed the pipe for the cure of ſeveral ſickneſſes, which Galen calls 
K&TAUVAEY TE TOUTE, ſuper loco Afecto tibia canere ; or loca dolentia 
Aecantare. I will not affirm that ſuch charms of muſic have no 

wer in ſome maladies; every one knows what an effect the 
harp of David had over the ſpirits of Saul; but we have either 
loſt, or not yet found out the art: A natural reaſon may be aſ- 
ſign'd for it, for as the muſical notes move the air, ſo the air 
moves the inward ſpirits, and the humours of the body, which 
are the ſear of diſeaſes; ſo that by this new motion, they may be 
condenſed, rarified, diſſipated or expell'd, according as they are 
agirated or influenc'd by the concuſſion of the - muſical notes; but 
however this be, if other Poets may ſay that charms have power | 
$0 ſtop rivers in their courſes, Homer is not to be condemned for | 
aſcribing the power of ſtopping blood to incantations. See | 
Mr. Cowley's Notes en the firſt book of his Davideis. 


Deep 


545 


55 


At length abrupt my ſon! my King ſhe cry d. 


ed 
th 
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Deep o'er his knee inſeam d, remain d the ſcar: 
Which noted token of the woodland war 
When Euryclea found, the ablution ceas d; 
Down dropp'd the leg, from her ſlack hand releas d! 
The mingled fluids from the vaſe redownd; 
The vaſe reclining floats the floor around! 
Smiles dew'd with tears the pleaſing ſtrife expreſt 
Of grief, and joy, alternate in her breaſt. 
Her flutt'ring words in melting murmurs dy'd; 


v. 554. abrupt. — 9 ſon . King! ———ſhecyy'd.] 
It may ſeem incredible that this dialogue between Ulyſſes and Eu- 
ryclea could be held in the preſence of Penelope, and the not hear 
it : How is this to be reconciled to probability ? I will anſwer in 
the words of Euſtathius: The Poet, ſays he, has admirably guard- 

17 this objection; it is for this reaſon that be mentions 
e falling of Ulyſſes's leg into the water, the ſound of the veſſel 
from that accident, the overturning of it, and the effuſion of the 
water: all theſe different ſounds may eaſily be ſuppoſed to drown 
the veice of Euryclea, ſo as it might not be heard by Penelope; 
it is true, ſhe could not but obſerve this confuſion that happen'd 
while Euryclea walhes; but the age of Euryclea might naturally 
make her believe that all this happen'd by accident thro' her fee- 


bleneſs, and Penelope might be ee that it was thus occaſi- 


oned, having no reaſon to ſuſpect the truth; beſides, What is 
more frequent on the Theatre than to ſpeak to the audience, while 
the perſons on the ſtage are ſuppoſed not to hear? In reality, 
it is evident that Ulyſſes and Euryclea were at a proper diſtance 
from Penelope, probably out of decency while the feet were waſhing ; 
for as ſoon as that office is over, Homer tells us that Uhſſes drew 
nearer to the fire where Penelope fate, that he might reſume the 
conference, 


AuTic ag aovorige Ter ©2070 digpey Ofuoous. 


| | His 


_ 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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555His neck with fond embrace infolding faſt, 
Full on the Queen her raptur'd eyes ſhe caſt, 
Ardent to ſpeak the Monarch ſafe reſtor'd: 
But ſtudious to conceal her royal Lord, 
Minerva fix'd her mind on views remote, 


$60 And from the preſent bliſs abſtracts her thought. 


His hand to Emryclea's mouth apply'd, 


Art thou foredoom'd my peſt? the Heroe cry'd 
Thy milky founts my infant lips have drain'd;. 


And have the-Fates thy -babling age ordain'd 


565 To violate the life thy youth ſuſtain'd? 


An exile have I told, with weeping eyes, 

Full twenty annual ſuns in diſtant skies: 

At length return'd, ſome God inſpires thy breaſt 

To know thy King, and here I ſtand confeſt. 
$70 This heay 'n-diſcoyer'd truth to thee conſigu d. 

Reſerve, the treaſure of thy inmoſt mind: 

Elſe if the Gods my vengeful arm ſuſtain, 

And proftrate to my ſword the Suitor- train; 

With their lewd mates, thy undiſtinguiſh' 'd age 
$75 Shall bleed a victim to vindictive rage . 

Then thus rejoin'd the dame, devoid of fear: 


Pat”; 


What words, my ſon, have paſs'd thy lips ſevere? 


Deep 
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Deep in my ſoul the truſt ſhall lodge ſecur'd, 
With ribs of ſteel, and marble heart immur d. 
530 When heav'n, auſpicious to thy right avow'd, 
Shall proſtrate to thy ſword the Suitor- crowd; 
| The deeds I'll blazon of the menial fair; 
The lewd to death devote, the virtuous ſpare. 
Thy aids avails me not, the Chief reply d; 
535 My own experience ſhall their doom decide; 
A witneſs-judge precludes a long appeal: 
Suffice it thee thy Monarch to conceal. | 
He faid : obſequious with redoubl'd pace, 
She to the fount conveys th' exhauſted vaſe: 
590 The bath renew'd, ſhe ends the pleaſing toil 
With plenteous unction of ambroſial oil. 
| Adjuſting 


v. 578. Deep in my ſou! the truft ſhall lodge ſecur'd.] Plutarch 
in his treatiſe upon Garrulity obſerves, that Ulyſſes and every 
perſon that had relation to him were remarkable for their taci- 
turnity: they had all profited under ſo great a maſter of ſecrecy as 
Ulyſſes: It is praQtis'd by his wife, his ſun, and his nurſe; his 
very companions, who attended him in his voyages, poſlels'd 
this virtue in fo eminent a degree as to ſuffer themſelves ro be 
daſh'd in pieces by the Cyclops, rather than diſcover him to that 
giant. The moral that we are to gather from this fable is, that 
the ſafety of Princes“ Counſels conſiſts in ſecrecy; Dacier. 


v. 591. With plenteenus union } We are not to 
imagine that this cuſtom of anointing the feet was an inſtance of 
luxury; it prevail'd over the oriental world ſolely out of neceſſi- 
ty, to avoid offenſiveneſs in thoſe hot regions. This cuſtom pre- 
vail'd many ages after Homer, and we have an inſtance of it in 
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. Adjuſting to bis limbs the-tacter'd veſt, 
His former ſeat recciv'd the tranger-gueſt ; 
Whom thus with penſive air the Queen addreſt. 


395 Tho' night, diffolving grief in grateful caſe, 


Your drooping eyes with ſoft oppreſſion ſeize ; | 
Awhile, reluctant to her pleaſing force, x 
Suſpend the reſtful hour with ſweet diſcourſe, | 
The day (ne'er brighten'd with a beam of joy!) 


600 My menials, and domeſtic cares employ : 


And, unattended by ſincere repoſe, 

The night aſſiſts my ever · wakeful woes: 

When nature's huſh'd beneath her brooding ſhade, 
My echoing griefs the ſtarry vault invade, 


| Go As when the months are clad in flow'ry green, 


Sad 'Philomel, in bow'ry ſhades unſeen, 
| | To 


the woman who waſk'd the feet of our Lord and Saviour with 
tears, and anointed them with oil. This place is a plain proof 
that oil was uſed after waſhing the feet as well as after bathing. 


V. 606. Sad Philomel, &c.] This paſſage is thus explain'd 
by Ex/tathins, The fimile is not only introduced to expreſs the 
ſorrow of Penelope, but the nature of it; It is nor fo much in- 
rended to illuſtrate her grief, as her various agitations and diffe- 
rent thoughts compared to the different accents in the mournful 


ſong of the nightingale; for thus Homer applies it. 
Ne #es djavs Sine Dupuce opwpeTars ive. xa; Tober. ; 
| Enſtathins adds, that Homer relates this ſtory very differently from 


later Authors: He mentions nothing of Progne, Terens, or _ 
" 2 on,. 


610 Whom chance miſ-led the mot her to deſtroy: 
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To vernal airs attunes her varied ſtrains; 
And Itylus ſounds warbling o'er the plains: 
Young. Itylxs, his parents darling joy! 


Now doom da wakeful bird to wail the beauteous boy. 
So in nocturnal ſolitude forlorn, 


A ſad variety of woes 1 mourn ! 


dion, unleſs that name be the ſame with Pandarens; Itylus like- 
wiſe is by them call'd I-ys. The ftory is thus, according to theſe 
writers: Philomela was the wife of Terens King of Trace, ſhe 
had a fiſter nam'd Pragae, whom Tereus raviih'd and cut her 
tongue out, that ſhe might not diſcover the crime to Philomelas 
but Progne betray'd it by weaving the ſtory in a piece of embroi- 
dery; upon this Philome/a flew her own fon Itys or Tiylns, 
and ferv'd up his fleſh to the cable of her husband Fereus; which 
being made known to him he purſues Philomela and Progne, who 
are Feign'd to be chang'd into birds for their ſwift flight into 
Athens, by. which they, elcap'd the revenge of Terens, Philomela 
is fabled to be turn'd into a nightingale, and Progne into a ſwal- 
low; it being obſerved by Paxſanias, that no ſwallow ever-builds 
in Thrace, or nightingale is ever ſeen there, as hating the coun- 
try of Tereus. But Homer follows a different hiſtory: Pandareus 
ſon of Mer is had three daughters, Merope, Cleothera, and Acdun: 


Pandareus married his eldeſt daughter Acden to Zethus brother of 


Amphion, mentioned in the eleventh Odyſſey; ſhe had an only fon 
nam'd Ttylns; and being envious at the numerous family of her 
brother in-law Amphion, ſhe reſolves to murther Amaleus the el- 
deſt of her nephews ; her own ſon 7iylus was brought up with 
the children of Anphicu, and lay in the ſame bed with this Ama- 
lens, Atdon directs her fon Itylxs to abſent himſelf one night 
from the bed, but he forgets her orders; at the time determin'd, 
ſhe cunveys her ſelf into the apartment, and murtbers her -own 
' fon Itylns, by miſtake, inſtead of her nephew Amalexs : upon 
this, almoſt in diſtraction, ſhe begs rhe Gods to remove her from 
the race of humankind, they grant her prayer, and change her in- 
to a nightingale. | | 


1 My 
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My mind reflective, in a thorny maze 
515 Devious, from care to care inceſſant ſtrays. 
Now, wav'ring doubt ſucceeds to long deſpair; 
Shall I my virgia nuptial vow revere; 
And joining to my ſoa's my menia] train, 
Partake his councils, and aſſiſt his reign? 
620 Or, ſince mature in manhood, he deplores 
His dome diſhonour'd, and exhauſted ſtores; 
Shall I, reluctant! to his will accord ; I 
And from the Peers ſelect the nobleſt Lord; 
So by my choice avow'd, at length decide 
625 Theſe waſteful love-debates, a mourning bride — 
A viſionary thought ll now relate, | 
Iluftrate, if you know, the fhadow'd fate. 
A team of twenty geeſe, (a ſnow-white train!) 
Fed near the limpid lake with golden grain, : 5 
630 Amuſe my penſive hours. The bird of Fove | 
Fierce from his mountain-eyrie downward drove; 
Each fav'rite fowl he pounc'd with deathful ſway, 
And back triumphant wing'd his airy way. 
My pitying eyes effus d a plenteous ſtream, 


635 To view their death thus imag'd in a dream: 


With tender ſympathy to ſooth my ſoul, 
A troop of matrons, fancy-form'd, condole. 


But 
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But whilſt with grief and rage my boſom burn'd, 
Sudden the tyrant of the skies return'd : 
649 Perch'd on the battlements he thus began, 
(In form an eagle, but in voice a man.) 
O Queen! no vulgar viſion of the sky 
I come, prophetic of approaching joy: 
View in this plumy form thy victor Lord; 
645 The geeſe (a glutton race) by thee deplor'd, 
Portend the Suitors fated to my ſword, 
This ſaid, the pleaſing feather'd omen ceas d. 
When from the downy bands of ſleep releas'd, 
Faſt by the limpid lake my ſwan-like train 
650 | found, inſatiate of the golden grain. 
The viſion ſelf-explain'd (the Chief replies.) 
Sincere reveals the ſanction of the skies: 
Ulyſſes ſpeaks his own return decreed ; | 
And by bis ſword the Suitors ſure to bleed. 
6575 Hard is the task, and rare, the Queen rejoin'd, 
Impending deſtinies in dreams to find: 
Immur'd within the ſilent bow'r of Sleep, 
Two portals firm the various phantoms keep: 
Of 


v. 657. | Immir'd within the ſilent bow'r ef ſleep, bec.] This 
ſeems to be a bold gion, and Commentators have labcur'd hard 


to ſhew the reaſon of it; Some imagine, that by the horn is 
L 3 meant 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Of iv'ry one; whence flit to mock the brain, 


660 Of wing'd Lies a light fantaſtic train: 


The gate oppos'd pellucid valves adorn, 
And columns fair incasd with poliſh'd horn: 
meant 2 tunic of the eye, which is call'd horny; and that the 


ivory repreſents the teeth; and that by theſe alluſions the Poet in- 
tended to expreſs that what we hear fpoken may be falſe, but what 


we ſee muſt infallibly be true: that 1s, according to this fable, 


the ivory gate emits falſhood, that of horn, truth. Ochers explain 
emer by referring to the nature of horn and ivory, horn being 
pervious to the fight, and ivory impenetrable, Dacier, from Eu- 


ftathins, gives us a very different ſolution; by horn 'which is 
tranſparent, Homer means the air, or heavens which are tranſlu- 
cent; by ivory, he denotes the earth which is groſs and opake : 


Thus the dreams which come from the earth, that is, thro' the 
gate of ivory, are falſe; thoſe from heaven, or thro* the gate of 
torn, true. But it may be thought that there are no grounds, 
from the words of Homer, for ſuch an interpretation. I imagine 
that this fable is built upon a real foundation, and that there were 

laces call'd the gates of falſhood and truth: Dioadbras Siculus in 
bis ſecond book deſcribing the ceremonies concerning the dead, 


Mentions the gates of oblivion, of hatred and lamentation; and 
then adde, that there are other gates in the ſame place; namely, 


in Memphis in </fgypt, that are called the gates of verity, near 
pa Foray wall is 2 on of juſtice without an head; — Homer 
in the twenty fourth Odyſſey places the region of dreams in the 
way to the infernal ſhades, and it is paſt diſpute that he borrows 
all theſe fables of Styx, Cocytas, (that ie, of the gates of hatred, la- 
mentation.) ec. from c/Egypt, and places them in hell, after 
Orphens, who adapted all his ceremonies according to the rites of 
burial obſerv'd ar Memphis, as Diodorms fully proves: if therefore 
he borrows the fable of the gates of oblivion, &c. from </fgypr, 
why may he not the ſtory of the gates of falſhood and verity? 
eſpecially fince he takes his whole relation concerning hell from 
the cuſtoms of the e/Afpyptians, and this region of dreams is pla- 
ced by him in the paſſage to hell: It may therefore not be im- 

fible but this ſtory of the gates of ſleep, may have a real foun- 


dation, and be built upon the cuſtoms of the eg yptians. 


Where 
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Where images of truth for paſſige wait, 
With viſions manifeſt of future fate. 
665 Not to this troop, I fear, that phantom ſoar'd, 
Which ſpoke Uſes to his realm reſtor'd ; 
Deluſive ſemblance . But my remnant life 
Heav'n ſhall determine in a gameful ſtriſe: 
With that fam'd bow Uly/es taught to bend, 
670 For me the rival archers ſhall contend. 
As on the liſted field he us'd to place 
Six beams, oppos'd to {ix in equal ſpace: 
Elanc d a-far by his unerring art, | 
Sure thro" ſix circlets lew the whizzing dart. 
675 So, when the ſun reſtores the purple day, 
Their ſtrength and skill the Suitors ſhall aſſay: 
To bim the ſpouſal honour is decreed, 
Who thro! the rings directs the feather'd reed. 
Torn from theſe walls {where long the kinder pow'rs 
650 With pomp and joy have wing'd my youthful hours!) 
On this poor breaſt no dawn of bliſs ſhall beam; 
The pleaſure paſt ſupplies a copious theme 
For many a dreary thought, and many a doleful dream 
Propoſe the ſportive lot, the Chief replies, 
685 Nor dread to name your ſelf the bowy er's prize: 


: L 4 U. 


248 HOMER's ODYSSEY. Book XIX. 


Des will ſurprize the unfiniſh'd game 

Avow'd, and fallify the Suitors' claim. - 
To whom with grace ſerene the Queen rejoin'd: 

In all thy ſpeech what pleaſing force I find! 

699 Yer my ſuſpended woe thy words prevail, 

J part reluctant from the pleaſing tale. 


But Heav'n that knows what all terreſtrials need, 
Repoſe to night, and toil to day decreed : 
Grateful viciſſitude! Yet me withdrawn, 

695 Wakeful to weep and watch the tardy dawn 
Eſtabliſh'd uſe enjoins ; to reſt and joy | 
Eftrang'd, fince dear Ulyſſes ſaild to Troy ! 
Mean · time inſtructed is the menial tribe 

Your couch to faſhion as your ſelf preſcribe. 
700 Thus affable, her bow'r the Queen aſeends; 
The ſov'reign ſtep a beauteous train attends: 

| There imag'd to her ſoul Ulyſſes roſe; | 

' Down her pale cheek new-ſtreaming ſorrow flows: 
Till ſoft oblivious ſnade Minerva ſpread, 

705 And o'er her eyes ambroſial lumber ſhed. 


+» The End of the Fourth Volume. 


— 


BOOKS Printed for BERNARD 


LIN TON 


ſ\ EBATES about the Right of Electing Mem- 
ters of Parliament; particularly for the Boroughs 

o Abingdon, Ailesbury, St. Albans, Aldborough Suffolk, 
Aldborough Vork, Arundel, Banbury, Bedford, Berwick upon 


Tweed. Bewdly, Blechingly, Boſton, Bridport, Bridgwater, 


Buckingham, Calne Wiltſhire, Cambridge, Canterbury, 
Cardigan, Cheſter, Chippenham, Chriſt-Church Com. South- 
ampton, Clitheroe, Colcheſter, Corfe-Caſtle Com. Dorſet, 
Cricklade Com. Wilts, Cyrenceſter, Dartmouth Com. De- 
von, Devizes, Droitwich Com. Worceſter, Dunwich, Eaſt- 
Grinſtead, Gatton Com. Surrey, Hariford Com. Hartford, 
Burg. Haſlemere, Haſtings, Helſtone, Horſham, Kaaresborough 
Com. York, Leverpool, Ludgerſhall, Ludlow, Lymington, 
Malden, Marlow Com. Buckingham, Mitchel Com. Corn- 
wall, Morpeth Com. Northumberland, Newark upon Trent, 
Norfolk, Oxford, Plymouth, Portſmouth, New Radnor, Rye, 
Sandwich, Shaft:bury, Southampton, Stockbridge, Taviſtock, 
Totneſs Com. Devon, Thetford, Tregony Com. Cornwall, 
Warebam Com. Dorſet, Warwick, Mell, Com. Somerſet, 
IWeobly Com. Hereford, Weſtminſter, Weymouth Com. 
Dorſet, Winchefter-City, New Windſor, NMorceſter-City. 
price 12 5. | f 

Obſervations, . Rules and Orders collected out of 
divers Journals of the Houſe of Commons, entred in 
the Reigns of Edward IV. Queen Mary, Queen Ehza- 
beth, King Fames I. King Charles Iſt and IId. price 
35.6 d. , FM . 

A-Report from the Committee of Secrecy, appoint- 
ed by Order of the Houſe of Commons, to examine 
ſeveral Books and Papers laid before the Houſe, relating 

18 | L 5 to 


1 . — - 
o „ 


BOOKS Printed for 


to the late Negotiations of Peace and Commerce, ec. 
Reported on the gth of June 1715, by the Right 
Honourable Robert Walpcol Eſq; Chairman of the ſaid 
Committee. Together with an Appendix, containing 
Memorials, Letters, and other Papers referr'd to in the 
faid Report. 


Publiſhed by Order of the Houſe of 


Commons. price 33. 6 d. 
"The Report to the Honourable Houſe of Com- 
mons, of ſuch of the Commiſhoners of Enquiry as 
have been appointed to execute the ſeveral Truſts and: 
Powers in relation to England, and any other Parts 
whatſoever, except Scotland, contain'd in a late Act of 
Parliament, intituled, An Ad for aptointing Commi ſſio- 
ners to enquire of Eſtates of certain Traitors, and of Popiſiu 
Recu ſants, and of Eſtates given to ſuperſtitions Uſes, in order 
zo raiſe Money out of them ſeveraily for the Uje of the Pub- 
lick. Together with an additional Repor 
Commiſſioners appointed to enquire of the Eſtates of 
certain Traitors, ec. in that 
led Srotland. price 15. 
To the Honourable t 


t from the 
part of Grea#-Britain cal- 


he Houſe of Commons, A 
further Report humbly. offer d by the Commiſſioners 


and Truſtees who acted in Scotland, &c. price 15. 


rt to the Honourable Houſe of Commons, 


| the Cities of Laden and Weſtminſter; and to eng 


- of ſuch of the Commrffioners and Truſtees as have been 
appointed to exeeute the ſeveral Truſts and Powers 
in relation to England and Heland, and elſewhere (ex- 
eept Scotland) contain'd in two ſeveral Acts of Parlia- 
ment, Goc. To which is added an Appe 

taining a Liſt of Papiſts who have regiſtrer'd their 
Eſtates, and the reſpective Values thereof. 


ndix, Con- 


price 15. 


The ſpecial Report from the Committee appointed 
To inquire into, and examine the ſeveral Subſcriptions 
for Fiſheries, Inſurances, Annuities for Lives, and ail 
other Projects carried on by Subſcription, in and about 
uire 
into 


BERNARD LIN TO Tr. 


into all Uadertakings for purchaſing Joint Stocks, or 

Obſolete Charters. price 25. 6d. | 
Several Reports preſented to the Houſe of Com- 
mons by the Commiſſioners for taking and ſtating the- 
Debts due and growing due to Scotland by way of E. 
quivalent, ({viz.) A. Report of the Commiſſioners no- 
minated and appointed by his Majeſty's Letters Patent 
under the Great Seal of Great- Britain, purſuant to an 
Act of Parliament, Gc. preſented. to the Houſe um 
the 8th, 1717. Aſo a Report from the Commiſſio- 
ners nominated and appointed by His Majeſty's Lets. 
ters Patent under the Great Seal of Great-Britam, pur- 
ſuant of two ſeveral Acts of Parliament, & . preſent- 
ed to the Houſe February the 21ſt, 1718. And alſo 
a Report of the Commiſſioners nominated and appoint- 
ed by his Majeſty's Letters Patent under the Great Seal 
of Great. Britain, purſuant to an Act,. c. preſented to 
the Houſe the 2 1ſt of February 1718. Alſo, A Memo- 
rial ot one of the ſaid Commiſſioners, concerning the 
manner of Accounting fer the Branches of the Cuſtoms: 
and Exciſe in Scotland, which took place there with the 
Union,. and upon which the Agreements in the XVth 
Article of the Union were made;. comprehending 
Mr. Bad's Reaſons againſt ſtating the Equivalent due 
and growing due to Scotland. upon the ſeveral Branches. 
of theſe Revenues and the Caſe of the Deficiency of 
the Cuſtoms ſtated. Prefented to the Houſe February 

the 2 rit, 1718. Price 65. | 

A Report from the Committee appointed by Order 
of the Houſe of Commons to examine Chriftopher Layer, 
and others; And to whom ſeveral Papers and Exami- 
nations laid before the Houſe, relating to the Conſpi- 
racy mentioned in his Majeſty's Speech, at the opening 
of this Parliament, to be carrying on againſt his Per- 
ſon and Government, were referred, Reported on 
the firſt of March, 1722. By the Right Honourable 
L. G. Miliam 


BOOKS Printed for 


William Pulteney Eſq; Chairman of the ſaid Committee. 
Together with the Appendixes, containing Examinati- 
ons, Letters and other Papers referred to in the ſaid 
Report. Publiſhed by Order of the Houſe of Commons. 
price 35. | 
Appendixes referred to in the Report from the Com- 
mittee appointed by Order of the Houſe of Commons 
to examine Chriſiopher Layer and Others, &. Contain- 
ing Foreign Correſpondence, Papers relating to Cap- 
tain Halſtead. Papers relating to Chriſtopher Layer. Pa- 
pers relating to an intended Invaſion, Papers relating 
to John Plunket, Papers relating to the Biſhop of Ro- 
cheſter. Papers relating to George Kelly. Papers relating 
to John Sample. Papers relating to the Duke of Nor- 
Folk, and others. Papers relating to Scotland. Papers 
relating to Ireland. price 66. 1160 
A Letter dated London, March 20, 1723. Directed 
a Monſieur Monſieur Gordon, Banquier a Bologne, with 
Draughts of two Affidavits incloſed, prepared here, to 
be ſworn by Mr. Gordon of Bologne, and Mr. Berming- 
ham at Paris. With Depoſitions of Anthony Sanderſon 
and Roger Garth, taken before the Lord Carteret the 
Zoth of March, 1723, relating to the intercepting the 
aforeſaid Letter. Laid before the Houſe of Commons 
by his Majeſty's Command. Publiſh'd by Order of the 
Houſe of Commons. price 6d. | | 
The ſeveral Examinations taken before one of his 
Majeſty's principal Secretaries of State: Together with 
Two Letters referr'd to in ſome of the faid Examina- 
tions. Laid before the Houſe of Commons by his 
Majeſty's Command. Publiſh'd by Order of the Houſe 
of Commons. price 6 4. | 
The Report from the Truſtees of the Sourh-Sea Com- 
pany to the Honourable the Houſe of Commons, pre- 


ſented Fanuay 25, 1722, Publifh'd by Order of the 


Honourable Houſe of Commons, price 15. 0 
c 


BERN] ARD LIN TOI. 


The Report from the Truſtees for raiſing Money 
on the Eſtates of the late Sourh-Sea Directors and o- 
thers, preſented March 20, 1723. Publiſh'd by Order 
"—_ Honourable Houſe of Commons, price 1 5. 
6 d. 155 

A further Report from the Commiſſioners and Truſtees 
of the forfeited Eſtates in Scotland, preſented to the Ho- 
nourable the Houfe of Commons, Friday the 2oth of 
March, 1723. Publiſhed by Order of the Honourabie 
Houſe of Commons, price 9 4. 

A further Report humbly offer'd by the Commiſſio- 
ners and Truſtees of the forfeited Eſtates in Scotland : 
Preſented to the Honourable Houſe of Commons, Sa- 
tarday the 6th Day of. February, 1719. Publiſhed by 
Order of the Houſe of Commons, price 9 d. 

A further Report from the Commiſſioners and 
Truſtees for for the forfeited Eſtates 'in England and 
Ireland, and elſewhere (except Scotland) preſented to the 
Honourable Houſe of Commons, Friday the 19th of Fe- 
eruary, 1719, Publiſh'd by Order of the Houſe of 
Commons. price 9 d. 

A further Report humbly off:r'd by the Commilſ- 
ſioners and Truſtees of the forfeited Eſtates who ated 
in Scetland, preſented to the Honourable Houſe of Com- 
mons Medneſday the 18th Day of January, 1720. Put 
liſh'd by Order of the Houſe of Commons. price 64. 

A further Report of the Commiſſioners and Truſ- 
tees appointed to execute the ſeveral Truſts and Pow- 
ers in England and Ireland, and elſewhere (except Sca- 
land) contain'd in ſeveral Acts of Parliament for ap- 
pointing Commiſſioners to enquire of the Eſtates of 
certain Traytors, and of Popiſh Recuſants, and of Eſ- 
tates given to Popiſh or ſuperſtitious Uſes, in order to 
raiſe Money out of them ſeverally for the Uſe of the 
Publick, and for veſting the forfeited Eſtates in Great 
Britaia and Ireland in Truſtees, to be fold for the _ 

> O 


— — —— — — 


50 OKS Printed fon 


of the Publick, and for giving Relief to luwful Credi- 
tors, by determining the Claims; and for the mote 
effectual bringing into the reſpe&ive Exchequers the 
Rents and Profits of the faid Eſtates, till ſold, pre- 
ſeated to the Honourable the Houſe of Commons, Fri- 
the 24th Day of February, 1520. * Publiſhed by 
Order of the Houſe of Commons: Price 6 . 

The further Report of the Commiſſioners and Truſ- 
tees appointed to enquire into the forfeited Eſtates in 
England and Ireland, and elſewhere (except Scotland ) 
preſented to the Honourable the Houſe of Commons, 
Wedneſday the 6th Day of February, 1722. Publiſhed 
by Order of the Houſe of Commons. price 23. 6 4. 

The further Report of the Commiſſioners and Truſ- 

tees appointed to enquire into the forfeited Eſtates in 

Scotland, preſented to the Honourable Boufe of Com- 
mons, Thurſday the 7th Day of pe 1722, pr. ce 
35% 6 4. 

The final Report of the Commiſſioners and Truftees- 
for the forfeited Eſtates in England and Ireland, and: 
elſewhere (except Scotland) preſented to the Honourable 
Houſe of Commons, Nedneſday the 15th Day of Af ril, 
1724. Publiſhed by Order: of the Houſe of Commons, 

Price 94. 
The final Report of the Creatine and Truſtees 
of the forfeited Eſtates in Scotland, preſented to the 
Honourable Hauſe of Commons,. Saturday the 17th 
Day of April, 1725. Publiſhed by Order of the Houſe 
of Commons. price 25. 6 4. 
The Report of the Truſtees for raiſing Money on 
the Eftates of the late Santh- Sea Directors and others, 
preſented April 23, 1725. Publiſhed by Order of the 
Houſe of Commons. price 94. 

Inventories of the lite ſeveral. Directors, Ge. price 
20: 104, in Two Volumes Folio. Bound; 

Votes of the Houſe of Commons from the iſt of 
King George to this Time. The: 


BEAMNARD LINYTOor. 


The Indictment, Arraignment, Tryal and judgment. 
at large, of Twenty Nine Regicides, the Murtherers of 
his moſt Sacred Majeſty King Charies the Firſt of glo- 
rious Memory: Begun at Hicks's-Hall, on Tueſday the 
gth of October, 1660, and continued at the Seſſion's 
Houſe in the Old- Bailey, until Friday the 19th of the 
ſame Month. Together with a Summary of the dark 
and horrid Decrees of thoſe Cabbaliſts, preparatory to 
that Helliſh Fact. Expos d to View for the Reader's 
Satisfaction, and Infor mat ion of Poſterity, To which b 
is added, Their Speeches. With a Preface giving an | 
Account of the Riſe and Progreſs of Enthuſiaſm among | 
us, and in other Parts of Europe. With the Characters, 
and Anſwer to the Tenets of the ſeveral Perſons execu- 
ted, price 55. | 
The Firſt Part of the Inftitutes of the Laws of 
England; or, A Commentary upon Tittleron, not of the 
Name of the Author only, but of the Laws itſelf, 
By Edward Cote Alſo three Tracts of the fame 
Author. The firſt, On his Reading upon the 27th of | 
Edward the 1ſt, intituled, The Statute of Lewying Fines. 
The ſecond, Of Bail and Mainpriſe. And the third, | 
His Compleat Copy holder. The Eleventh Edition, care- 
fully corrected from the many Errors of former Im- 
preſſions. To which is added, The Treatiſe of the 
Old Tenures of the Laws of England; with two new 
Tables, and many References to the modern Law Ca- 
ſes, never printed before; and Ciſtinguiſh'd from the old 
References by a particular Mark. price 2 l. 25. 
Modern Caſes argued and adjudged in the Court of- 
Queen's Bench at Wiſtminfler, in the Second and Third: 
Fears of Queen Anne, in the Time when Sir John 
Holt fate Chief Juſtice there. With two Tables: The 
firſt of the Names of the Caſes, and the other of the 
ſpecial Matter therein contained, The Second Edition, 


price 12 . 
| 1 The 


Joos Printed for 


The Compleat Court- Keeper: Containing the Laws 
vnd Cuſtoms of Courts-Leet and Courts-Baron, the 
Charge to the Juries, Proceedings in Court, Precedents | 
of Copies ot Court-Roll for Lives, and in Fee; Grants, 
Surrenders, Admittances, c. The manner of keeping 
the Court-Baron for trying of Actions, and Precedents 
of Declarations, Pleadings, and Proceſſes ; alſo of Con- 
tracts, Leaſes, Mortgages, Surrenders, cg. The Au- 
thority of the Lord, and Privileges of the Tenants, 
with variety of Law Caſes concerning Copyholders, 
and the whole Buſineſs of Court-keeping. The Third 
Edition, By Mr. Facob, price 68s. 
The Accompliſh'd Conveyancer, The Second Editi- 
on. In Three Volumes. The firſt Volume treating 
of the Nature and Kinds of Deeds, Inſtructions for 
Drawing all manner of Deeds and Inftruments, and an 
Abridgment of the Law relating to all ſorts of Con- 
veyances, and alſo Precedents of Gifts, Grants, Arti- 
cles, Conditions, Leaſes for Years, Marriage Settle- 
ments of Perſonal Eſtates, Cc. Vol. II. Containing 
great variety of Precedents of Aſſignments, Mortga- 
ges, Collateral Securities, and all Conditional and De- 
tealible Eſtates, Renunciations, Releaſes, of Equity, of 
Redemption, Oc. Vol. III. Being Precedents of all ſorts 
of large and ſpecial Conveyances, Deeds to lead the 
Uſes of Fines and Recoveries, Aſſurances, Settlements, 
Jointures, Uſes, Wills, Ge. By Mr. Facobe price 185. 
The Conveyancer's Guide and Aſſiſtant: Contain- 
ing the ſeveral diſtin& Ports of all manner of Con- 
veyances, Inſtruments, and Writings, in one Grand Deed 
or Precedent, (viz.) Recitals, Habendums, Reddendums, 
Covenants, Conditions, Proviſo's, c. By Mr. Faced. 
price 6 5. | | ? 1 
The Clerk's Remembrancer: Containing variety of 
{mall and uſeful Precedents, with proper Directions in 
Conveyancing, and the ordinary Methods of Practice of 
. Attornies, 


BERNARD LIN TOT. 


Attornies, c. in the Courts of King's-Bench, Com- 
mon-Pleas, and the High Court of Chancery. By Mr.“ 
acob. price 4% | | | 

The Third Edition ef the Modern Juſtice: Being 
an Abridgment of the Common Law, of all the Acts 
of Parliament relating to Juſtices of the Peace, G. 
and ſome ſpecial Law Caſes; with great Variety of au- 
thentick Precedents of Precepts, Summons's, Warrants, 
Examinations, Commitments, c. regularly interſpers'd, 
fitting all Occaſions for putting of the Laws in Force. 
And alſo an Appendix, containing the Chairman's Charge, 
and the whole Buſineſs of the Quarter-Seſſions, Deter- 
minations of .Juſtices, ec, and the Power of Mayors 
given by Statute, By Mr. Jacob. price 6 3. . 
The juſtice of Peace's Vade Mecum: Being a Som- 
pleat Summary of all the Acts of Parliament concern- 
ing Juſtices. of Peace. Shewing the various Penalties 
of Offences by Statute, and the particular Power and 
Authority of one, two, or more Juſtices,, ec. and In- 
ſtructions for Drawing of Warrants, Precedents of War- 
rants in common Matters, &c, By Mr. Facob. price 
2 5. 6 d. ihnen via * 7 

The Compleat, Pariſh-Officer :. Containing, (I.) The 
Authority and Proceedings of High-Conſtables, Petty- 
Conſtables, Headboroughs, and Tything-men in every 
Branch of their Duties, purſuant to Acts of Parliament; 
with the High · Conſtable's Precepts, Preſentments, War- 
rants, c. (II.) Of Church- wardens, how . choſen, 
their particular Buſineſs in repairing of Churches, Bells, 
Oc. and aſſigning of Seats; The manner of paſſing 
their Accounts, and the Laws and Statutes concerning 
the Church in all Caſes, and alſo, - an Abſtract of the 
Act for Building Fifty new Churches in Tondon and 
Weſtminſter, &c. (III.) Of Overſeers of the Poor, and 
their Office; their Power in Relieving, Employing, 
and Settling, & c, of poor Perſons; the Laws relating 
1 | to 


— 


— 


BO OES Printed for 


to the Poor, and Settlements; and the Statutes concern- 
ing Maſters and Servants. (IV.) Of Surveyors of the 


High-ways and Scavengers, how elected, their Bufineſs | 


in amending the Ways, Cc. and the Duty of others; 
with the Methods of Taxation, Laws of the High- 
ways, . To which are added. the Statutes, relating 
to Hackney-· Coaches and Chairs. The Secoad Edition, 
with large Additions, price 13. 6d. 
The Law Military; or, a Methodical Collection of 
all the Laws and Statutes relating to the Armies and 
Soldiery of Grear-Briram; and alſo; of the Navy-Royal, 
Cruifers; Convoys, Privateers, Cr. With an Intro- 
duction to the Art of War, gc. By Mr. Jacob. price 
"" The Statute- Law common-plac'd; or, a Generil 
Table to the Statutes: Containing the Purport and Effect 
of all the Acts of Parliament in Force, from Magna 
Charta down to this Time; in a Method perfectly new 
and regular, with the numerous Proviſo's and Additio- 
nal Clauſes, inſerted upon proper Titles. The Second 
Edition. By Mr. Jacob, price 3. 
The Laws of Appeals and Murders, Manſlaughter, 
Duelling, Stabbing, &c. Of Indictments for Murder, 
how drawon, the manner of bringing them, and ſome 
ſe ect Precedents, &c. Maihem, Rapes, &c. The Laws 
concerning them, and Appeals on thoſe Heads, with 
Variety of extraordinary Law Cafes, and Proceedings, 
| Precedents, Pleadings, &c. In the whole courſe of Ap> 
peals, drawn and approv'd by the moſt eminent Coun- 
ſels. To which is added, an Appeal of Murder brought 
by Henry Young againſt Chriſtopher Slaughterford. For 
be Murder of his Siſter, try'd at the Queen's-Bench 
Bar, where the Defendant was convicted, and was af- 
terwards executed at Guildford in the County of Surry. 
Anno 8® Annz Reg. 1709. Alſo an Appeal brought 
| by Reeves againſt Trindle, who. was aeceſſary to the 
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Murder of a Cuſtom Houſe Officer on the Coaſt of 
Suſſex, and Convicted. By Mr. Facob, price $5.6 dl. 
Lex Conſtitut ianis, ar the Gentleman's Law): being a 
compleat Treatiſe of all the Laws and Statutes relating 
to the King, and the Prerogative of the Crown, the 
Nobility and Houſe of Lords, Houſe of Commons, 
Officers of State, the Exchequer and Treaſury, ' Com- 
miſſioners and Officers of the Cuſtoms, of the Exciſe, 
of the Poſt Oihce, Stamp-Office, forfeited Eſtates, pub- 
lick Accounts, the Navy-Office, War-Office, Lieute- 
nancy of Counties, Juſtices of Peace, &c. Wherein 
near one hundred Authors, of the beſt Reputation; both 
Ancient and Modern on the Subject, have been conſul- 
ted and referr'd to. And alſo an Introduction to the 
Common Law of England, with reſpe& of Tenures 
of Lands, Deſcents, Marriage Contracts, Coverture, &c. 
Of Property, Creation, and forfeiture of Eſtates, Tryais 
of Offenders, Courts at eſminſter, &e. To-which are 
added under their proper Heads, the manner of paſſing 
Bills in both Houſes of Parliament, the Judicature af 
the Lords; variety of adjudg'd Caſes, and ſome curious 
Hiſtory of Antiquity. By G. Facob, Gent, price 5's. 
Inuſtilutio Legals: Or an introduction to the Study 
and Practice of the Laws of Englaud, as now regulated 
and amended by ſeveral late Statutes. Divided into four 
parts, viz, I. The Practice of the Court of King's. Bench. 
Ir. The practice of the Court of Cammon- Pleas. III. 
The Nature of all Actions uſually brought in either of 
the ſaid Courts. IV. The method and order of Plead- 
ing. With uſeful Precedents throughout; and à com- 
pleat Table to the whole. The third Edition with 7 
Additions. By V. Bohun of the Middle Temple Eiq: 
price Gs. | | 

1 Reports of Special Caſes argued and decreed in the 
Court of Chancery, in the reign of K. Charles 1. King 
Charles II. and K. Wiltam III. None of — 

ore 


— — N— 


. BOOKS Printed for 


before printed. Publiſhed by I. Neon of the Middle 


Temple Eſq; price 35s. 6d. © 


- -Manwood's Treatiſe of Foreſt Laws. Shewing not 
only the Laws now in force, but the original of Fo- 
reſts, hat they are, and how they differ from Chaſes, 
Parks, and Warrens; with all ſuch things as are inci- 
dent to either. Together with the proper Terms of 
Art, collected out of the Common and Statute Lows 
of this Realm; As alſo from the Aſſizes and Iter of 
Pickermg and Lancaſter and ſeveral other antient and 
learned Authors. Treating alſo of the Office of Agiſtors, 
Beadles, Foreſters, Keepers, Rangers, Verderers, and 


Wood wards, and of the Courts of Attachments, &e. 
With all variety of Caſes relating to Foreſts, Chaſes, 


Parks, and Warrens; and all the Laws concerning the 


Game, made, adjudged, or repealed, ſince the Year 1665. 


The whole digeſted under proper Titles, in an Alpha- 


betical Order. The 4th Edition corrected and en- 


larged. By iu. Nelſon of the Middle Temple Eſq. price 


The Practice of the Spiritual or Ecclefiatica} Court. 
To which is added a© brief di ſcourſe of Structure and 
manner of forming the Libel or Declaration. The 3d 
Edition. By Henry Concert. price G89. 
The Reports and Arguments of the learned Judge Sir 
John Vaughan Knt. late Lord Chief Juſtice of the Court 
of Common Pleas: Being all of them ſpecial caſes, and 
many wherein he pronounced the Reſolution of the 
whole Court of Conimeon-Pleas, at the time he was Chief 
Juſtice there. -price25s. * | | | 
The new Natura Brevium of the moſt Reverend 
Judge, Mr. Anthony Fitz herbert; Whereunto are added 
the authorities in Law and ſome other caſes, and Notes 
collected by the Tranſlator out of the Yearly Books and 
Abridgments. With a new and exact Table of the 
moſt material Things contain'd therein. The _ E- 
$1.0: 54 Ition 
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dition carefully corrected from the Errors of former 
Impreſſions, price 6s. ts 

The Landlord's Law, or the Law concerning Land- 
lords, Tenants and Farmers, viz. I. Of the nature and 
origin of Tenures, II. Of Eſtates, and their ſeveral 
Kinds. III. Of Copyholds and Copyholders. IV. Of 
Leaſes, Covenants, Surrenders, Aſſiguments, &c. V. 
VI. Of the Parties to Leaſes, wherein is ſhewn who 
may Leaſe, who may Rent, and what may be Leaſed. 
VII. and VIII. Contain the Obligations and Rights of 
the Parties by virtue of the Leaſe. IX. and X. Of the 
Remedies the Law gives each Party for the recovering 
of their Rights. Neceſſary for all Landlords, Tenants, 
Farmers, Stewards, Agents, Solicitors and others con- 
cerned in the buying, ſelling and letting of Eſtates; 
The 6th Edition, To which is added an Appendix con- 
taining ſuch Acts of Parliament and proper Precedents 
as relate to theſe Subjects, brought down to this time. 
price 3 5. | | | 
A Treatiſe of the Rights of the Crown, declaring 
how far the King of England may ſupport and Kew 
his annual Revenues, collected out of the Records of 
the Tower, the Parliament Rolls and Cloſe Petitions, 
Anno 10, Car. Regis, 1634. Now firſt publiſh'd from 
original Manuſcripts, with ſome account of the Au- 
thor, By William Ney Eſq; then Attorney General. 

rice. 4+ El — 

l The Court - keeper's Companion: concerning the 
common buſineſs of Courts Leet and Courts Baron, 
the charges given therein, and Precedents of Copies 
of Court-Roll, Chattle and Freehold Leaſes, &c. By 
Mr. Jacob. price 25. 

The Lord Chancellor Egerton: obſervations on the 
Lord Coke's Reports, particularly in the debate of Cauſes 
relating to the right of the Church: the power of the 
King's Prerogative; the juriſdiction of Courts; or the 
intereſt of the Subject. price1s 6 d. Caſes 


— 


30 OKS Printed for 


_. Caſes argued and adjudg's in the high Court of 
Chancery, publiſh'd from the Manuſcripts of Thomas 
Vernon late of the Midalle ' Temple Eſq; By order of the 
high Court of Chancery in twWo Volumes. g 
Ts Preparing for the Preſs, _ i 
Ihe ſecond Volume of Caſes argu'd and adjudg'd in 
the High Court of Chancery, publiſn'd from the Msg. 
of Thomas Vernon late of the Middle. Temple Eſq; By 
Order of the High Court of Chancery, 
Sins ne bas. 7: 
Reports taken by Robert Skinner Eſq; and pu bliſſid by 
his Son Matthew Skinner. Eſq; Ser jeant at Law, and 
Recorder of the City of Oxford. ' 
The Hiſtory of the Church, from the beginning of 
the World to the Year of Chriſt 17118. In 4 Vol. in 
T'welyes, Compendiouſly written in French by Lewis 
Ellis Dupin, Doctor in Divinity of the Faculty of Fa- 


is and now tranſlated into Engliſh. according to the 


Third Paris Edition. Revis'd, enlarged, and put into 
a new Method by the Author. With a large Chro- 
nological Table, and a Compleat Index to the whole. 
By = Reverend Mr. Tho. Fenton, | M. A. Rector of 
Nately Scures, and Vicar of St, Lawrence Watton in Hamp- 
ſhare, and late Student of Chriſt-Church, Oxon, The 


+ 


Third Edition. price 10 . 
: Lately, publiſh'd by the Reverend Mr. Fenton, Dedicated 
to the Dean and Chapter of Wincheſter, 
A Tranſlation of, Monſ. Jom la Placere's Treatiſe of 
the Death of the Righteous. In Six Books. iBook l. 
The true Notion of a good Death, enquir d into and 
ſtated. Book II. Of the Preparation which is to be 
made for death during our Health. Book 111. Of th: 
Preparation which is to be made for Death in the time 
of our Sickneſs. Book IV. Of the Duties incumbent 
on thoſe who perceive Death approaching. Book V. 
The Duties of converted Sinners, who have ſtill ſome 
time 


four Guineas per Hundred. 
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price 1 5, 
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time to live, after having made their. Peace with God. 


Book VI. The Duties of thoſe who die of à violent 
Death. In 2 Vols, Twelves. price 5 5. 

Dr. Fiddes's Theologia Speculativa © Praftica;. or, the 
Fi. t and Second Part of a Body of Divinity under that 
Title: Wherein are explain'd the Principles, with the 
Duties of natural and reveal'd Religion. In two Vo- 
lumes Folio. The Doctor was encouraged. in this 
Work by the Subſcriptions of Twenty-two Biſhops, 


and above five hundred Subſcribers, among the Clergy 


and Gentry; alſo his Degree of Doctor given him by 
the Univerſity of Oxford tor this excellent performance, 
Price of the two Volumes, 24. 105. 

Dr. Fiuddes's Preparative to the Lord's Supper; or, a 


Diſcourſe wherein the Natute of this holy Sacrament, 


the Ends for which it was inſtituted, and the Duties 
requir'd, in order to a more, worthy receiving of it, 
1 Reed. and; certain Prejudices are obviated. To 


which is added, an Appendix, with Meditations and 


Prayers form'd on the principal parts of the Diſcourſe ; 
with Devotions before and at the time of Receiving 
the Ho'y Sacrament," and after it. The Second Editi- 


on, with ſome Enlargements both in the Body of the 


Book, and in the Forms of Devotion. price 1 3. or 


* 
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Six Sermons. on ſeveral Occaſions, wiz. I. The Dif- 
ference between the Revolution and the Rebellion. II. 
The Reſtoration of the King the Act of God. III. 
The neceſſity of praying both for Church and State. 
IV. The Duty of fearigg Hod and the King. V. O- 
bedience to the King enfarted from the. f 
Advantages © Te" Adminiſtration. 


T 


roi 


Reverend Th 


Sixteen 


BOOKS pred fn, &c. 


A full View of Poper y, in an account of the ſcan- 
dalous Lives of the Popes, from the pretended Succeſ- 
ſion of St. Peter, to the preſent Pope Clement the XIth. 
Diſcovering from good Authorities, their Idolatries, 
Impoſtures, Innovations, Miſ-interpretations and Miſ- 
applications of the Scriptures, Atheiſms, Hereſies, Falſe | 
Miracles and Diabolical Illuſions, Sorceries, Sacrileges, | 
Falſe Supremacy, Frauds, Per juries, Adulteries, Whore- 
doms, Rapes. Inceſt, Treachery, Tyrannies, Parricide, | 


Murders, Poifoning, Arrogance, Preſumption, Hypo- 


_ eriſy, Infolence, Villany, Ambition, Obſtinacy, Folly | 
and Levity, Profuſeneſs, Coverouſneſs, Glutrony, Lux- | 
ury, Severity, Cruelties, Injuſtice, Ingratitude, Simcoe | 
ny and Judaiſm, Abominable Lies, Subtleties, Strange A 
Doctrines, Egregious Blaſphemies, Antichriftian Perſe- 
eutions, and Heatheniſh Ceremonies. The whole regu - 
hred by Chronology in the Margin, and interſperſed 
with ſeveral Paſquils. To this is added, A Confutati- 
on of the Maſs, and a Vindication of Reformed Devo- 
tion, extracted from the Scriptures, the Fathers, and 
other Eccleſiaſtical Writers, plainly ſhewing the great 
Contrariety between the Antient Doctrine of God, 
and the New and Modern Doctrine of the Church 
of Rome. In two Parts. Written by 2 learned Spa- 
niſh Convert, and addreſs'd to his Country men. Now 
faithfully tranflated from the Second and beſt Edition 


of the Original, pr inted at London, price 5 5, 
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